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-Translation  of  the  Article  ''President  of  Genel`al-

Assembly  Sal.in:   Await no  Nil.acles"   in  the  Austrian  News-
er  "Die  Presse"   of  Frida 1980.

"One   should  not  await  any  mil`acles  fl`on  the  United  Nations".

The  man  who   says  these  words  should  know.   Since  1966,   with
one  exception,   he  has  participated  at  all  Genel`al-Assemblies
and  since  last  autumn _  he  is  pl`esident  of  the  54  session  of
tbe  General-Assembly.   Ddspite  his  young  age  -  38  year.s  -
Mr.Salin  Ahned  Salin  -  Tanzanian  by  bil`th  -  is  considel'ed
to  have  very  good  chances  to  t)ecome  the  successor  of  Mr.
Waldheiu  to  the  post    of  Secl.etary  Genel.al  ef  the  United
Nations.   Fol`  the  moment  MI`.   Salim  lives  only  a  few  I`ooms
away  from  the  Secretal`y  Genel`al  at  the  Hotel  Imperial  to
par.ticipate  at  the  ceremonies  comnanol'ating  the  signing  of
the  Austl.lan  State  Treaty  twentyfive  years  ago.
The  United  Nations  wel`e  founded  at  the  end  of  the  Second
World  War  to  g,u`at.antee  the  peace.  A  genel.ation  later  tbe
dangers  of  a  new  global  conflict   seem  to  have  grown?  Hange
the  United  Nations  failed  ?   ''It  is  not  enough  to  argument:
There  is  a  danger  of  war  and  one  has  to  try  to  pl`event
the  possibility  of  conflict.   One  has  to  go  to  tbe  roots  of
the  problems  and  try  to  f ind  a  solution  to  conflicts  or
potential  conflicts  before  they  get  out  of  hand  and  coastitute,
a  ver±table  crises."
In  many  cases  one  has  succeeded  in  getting  to  tbe  roots  of
the  pl`oblem,   for  example  the  questions  concerning  the
economic   -.  relations  between  states.   One  has  I.ealized  that
a  new  intel`national  economic  order  has  to  be   found.   The
second  question  of  course  is  tbat  the  resolutions  which  the
United  Nations  have  passed  in  these  matters  must  also  be
inplemented  by  the  countries  concel.ned.
Should  one  not  change  the  constitution  of  tbe  United  Nations
to  I.ender  its  wol'k  nol`e  effective?-''Tbe  United  Nations  al`e
well  equipped  for  their  task,   only  one  should  use  the  in  -
strunents  in  the  sense  they  are  made  fol'."   It  is  a  tl'agedy
that  evel`#body  awaits  the  impossible  of  the  United  Nalons,
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but  menbeprd}deas:`  .mostly  use  tbe  instruments    of  the  United
Nations  at  the  last  moment,   when  everything  is  to  late.
One  can`t  await  miracles  of  the  United  Nations  when  nenber-
states  dont deal  with  the  United  Naf ions  early  enough.

Should  one  not  motivate  menberrstates  to  use  the
instrtinents  availat)le  to  the  United  Nations  in  a  better  way?
''1  think  that  the  role  of  the  public  media  is  exceptionally
important".   The  United  Nations. are  not  the  Secl`etal.y  Genel.al,
the  Secul`ity  Council  oil  othel`  organsi   the  United  Nations
al.e  composed  of  the  people  of  the  nenbel'-states.   These
people  should  influence  and  pressure  their.  governements  to
accord  the  just  impol'tance  to  the  United  Nations.



+i..

tp



Press F3®!eas©

CAUTIot' AD\/ANCE    TEXT
For   release    on  delivery
CP,Ect{   AGAINST   DELIVERY

Deparim®nt of  Pijb!ic  !nformatjon
Pre.ss Section
United  Nations, New York

GA/6180
8   ivfay    ig80

SThTEl{Epr   8¥   PRESIDENT   oF   CEt!ERAL   ASSET\187,¥    IN   Corilm..lcRATIVE

tyiEEl`ING    TO   PAY    TRIBUTE    TO   i.lE?10RY    OF    PRESIDENT   TITO

Follo'`Jing  is   the    text    of  a   statement   L)y   the   President   of  the
Chit.[y-fourth   session   of   ttie   General   Assembly,    Salim  Ahmed   Salim   (United
Rep.Jblic    o€  Tanzania).    to   this   morning's   cornriiemorative   rr`eeting  to  pay   tribute
to   the   memory   of   President   Tito   of   Ytjgoslavia   who   died   on   Sunday,    4   May:

a

Toril.ay   `Je,    represer`tative§   of   152   nat:ions,    are    gathered   here   in   this
General   Assembly   llall   to  pay   solemn   Crib..te    to   the   m=mory   of  a    fallen  hero,    a
great   Tiian,    a    freedom   fighter,    an   outstanding   leader   of  peoples,    a   world
Statesman   and   a    legend.      For   President   Josip   Broz   Tito,    ``,'hose    death   `.7e   here,
llke   hunclreds   c)f  millions   throu8t`oijt   the   world,    are   today   mournlr`g,    was   all
those   things   and   more.

The   ('e.?th   of   President   Tito  comes   at   a   particularly   difficult   tine   in
history   `ri`en   the   `torld   i§   confronted  with   prchlems   and   crises   of   great
magnitude.      Indeed,    it   has   cone   3t   the   very   ti"e   \;hich   demands   the   kind   of
lJjse   anc!    farsi.chted   leadership   that   President   Tit®  provided.      The    loss   brouocht
about   by   his   death   ]s,    therefore,    all   the   more   Irreparable.      It   is
conseq..entlv   all   the   more   necessary   [hac,    as   `ie   hold   this   special
comTremorat]ve   neetii\fl   to   pay   honafp    to   his   rremory,    ``te   should   use   the    occasion
to  reflect   on  r.he   exemplary   leadership   that   President   Tito  provided   in  the
qiiest    for    our   common  h.jmanit`/   antl  commit   oiirselves   to  continue   to   fight   for
the   objectives   for   `Jt`ich   he   so  artlently   and   passionately   fo.jcht.      For   there
could  be   no  better   tribute   to   this   giant   of   our   tines.

At   this   i.uncture,    it   i§   fitting   to  recall   the   \tise    oL`servations   macle   by
Presitler`t   Tito   more    than   l(t   years   ago.      Ad`jressing   the   ei8[`tl>enth   session   of
the    lJnited   ^'ations   General   Assembly   on  22   cetober    1963,    he   declared:      "In
recent   `/ears   there   have   been   serious   crises   in   international   relations,    such
as   l`ad   never,     one    might   say,    confronted   humani[v   in   the   past.    <is    far   as   the
consequences   'whlch   they   mlcht   lidve   entailecl.      Althoiigh   tliese   crises   were   not
all/ays   solved   in   I:he   most   sat!sfactctry   manner,    because   they   left   thelr   mark   on
jnternatior,al   relations,    ``Je   ieverthele§§   succee`ied,    due   particularly   to   the
United   Natic>ns   and   also   to   the   realistic   approach   of   some   of   the   responsible
leaders   ®f  the    great   Po`.Jers,    in   avoicling  the    greatest   clang:r   --the   danger   of
the   i.Jorld  being  `!ngulfed   in  a   general   nuclear  catastrophe..'

(more )
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Althouch   this   statement   was   made   in  a   different   international
environment,   his   observatior.s   in  respect   to   tt`.e   rote   and  responsibility   of  the
United   Natic`ns   in  confront:ing  problems   a.id  crises   i8   no   less   pertinent   today.
Equally  relevant  is   the   need   for  demonstrations   of  responsibility  and
restraint   on  the   part   of   the   great  Pot,`Ters.

President   Tito,    the   brave   ``7arrior,    dedicated  his  entire   life   to  the
`Velfare   of   the   peaple.     When  Yugoslavia   `,i3s   invaded  by   the    fascist    forces   in
1941,    through   his  exceptional   military   talent   and  ingnuity,   throuch  his
patriotism  and  exemplary  commitment,   he   rallied   and   led   the   partisan
resistance   in  the   struggle   for   national   liberation   fran  the   forces   of
oppression.      In  Yugoslavia,    he   fu-ill  continue   to  be   reineinbered   as   an   organizer,
a   fighter   of  immense   co.jras=   and  determination  and   for   his   organizational
capat)ilities   `chich   laid   foundations    for   the   new   deTricx=ratic   community   .£  equal
nations   on  which   the   unity   of  tlie   country  was   able   to   flourish.

Siibsequent   to  the   heroic   victory   of  the   valiant  partisan  forces   over   the
fascist   forces,    President   Ti[o  was   able,   throuch   the   reorganization  of  the
ecoTlomy   ar`d  vast   agrarian  reforms,    to  help   mould   the   new  Yu8oglavia   into  a
modern  State .

As   the   internationalist,    President   Tito  chaTnpioned   the   cause   of  peaceful
and   active   ccexistence   on  the   international   scene   arid  played   the   key  role   in
the   coneeptlon,    establishTrent   and   developTnent   of  the   nob-aligtled  movement.      As
my  President   Mwalimu   Julius   ltyerere   in  his   me§sa8e   of  condoleme   to  President
Lazar   Kolisev§ki   stated,    and   I   q.jote..      ''As   a   foljnder-member   and   leader   of  the
noTraligned  movement   he   is   irreplaceable    ...   For   the   non-aligned   movement   has
neces§arilv   and  correctly   develaped   since    it   was   first   founded   on  the
initiative   of  President   Tito,    President   Nasser   and  Prime.   Minister  }'ehrlj.      BI.t
al`vays   President   Tito  has   been   in   the    forefront   of  Its   gro{Jth   ai`rf   its
adaptation  to  changing  international   circ.jmstance§,   `7hile   insisting  that   the
movement   retains   and   §trerigthens   i[s   non-aligned  character   ...   ''.

In  consolidating  the   principles   of   the   pc)1icy   of   non-alignrment   as   an
active   policy   of  positive   involvement   in  T..}orlJ   Issues,    President   Ti[o
continued   to  alvacate   the   right   of  each   nation  to  an  independe.nt  existence   and
Struggled   for   the   richts   of  all  people   of  the   uorld   to   freedom  and   justice.
It   was   in  the    ficht   against   the   forces   of   injustice   and   domiTation  in  the
world   and  in  his   farsichted   and  consistent   stand  in  defence    of  the   principles
of   sovereignty   of   nations   that  he   earned   for  himself   and  his   great  country
immrpnse   res|)ect   and  admiration   among  all   members   of  the   International
c cmrnu ni ty .

President   Tito's   vision   in   analysis,   his   ideas   and  profound  comprehension
and   grasp   of   the   dynamics   and   intricacies   of   international   relations   became
vital   not   only   in  steering  his  country   thro..ch   three   and  orte-half  decades   of
uninterr.up[ed  peace   and   sound   stability,   but   also  in  asserting  the   positi.n  of
the   nob-ah8ned   nations   as   States  committed  to  providir`g  alterl`atives   to
confrontation  and  cold  war.

It   T.vas    for   his   g3nuine   comiiitnent   that,   even  when  beset   with   failing
physical  health.    President   Tito  continued   unwaveringly   to  steer   the   mcivement
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into  a   g9nuine   independent   and   universal    force   in   tlie   struggle    for   peace   and
justic3   and   laboured   for   the   establishment   of  a   new   order   of  international,
political   and  economic   relations  based   on  co-operation  between  rations   founded
on   freedom,   equality   and   scoial   j.jstice.      It   was   Chu§   the   com:ern   for   the
principles   of  co-operation  based   on  ind3pendence,   equality   and  conplementarity
of  interests   that  has  continued   to   guide   Yugoslavia   in  pursuing  the   ideals   of
freedoTn   throuch   its   immEasurable   contribution   to   the   liberation  struggle   in
the   `>Jorld,    and   Africa   in  partic.jlar.      President   Tito  was   a   dependable   and
trusted  siipporter   of  the   liberation  Struggle.

As   a   statesman,    President   Tito  was   a   Covering   figure,    a   patient
negotiator   and  resolute   advcoate    for   decent:e   and  relaxation  of  international
tension.      I]is   skill   and  ability   to  assert   the   independence   of  Yugoslavia
earned  him   great   esteem  and  admiration,    even  among  his  most   ardent  critics.
His   clear-sichtedress   in  determinin8  the   coilrse   of  his   country's   political   and
diplomatic   activity   served   to  strengthen  and  consolidate   the   determiriation  of
Yugoslavia   t:o  contribiite   to  the   work   of  the   United   Nations   and  promote   the
ideals   for   .chich   the    organization  stands.

In  slim,    President   Tito  `.Jas   a   brave   and  couras:oiis   man,    an  ardent  champion
of  peace   who  devoted  his   life,    in  an  exceptionally   active   manner,    to   fichting
for   the   cause   of  independence   and  sacial   progress   of  his   great  country   --
Yup,oslavia.      Thus,    as   founder   of   the    SCi=ialist   Federal   Republic   of   Yugoslavia,
he   will   immortally   be   retrembered   for   his   dedication  and  coirmit`nent   to   peace
and  stability   which   broucht   about   prosperity   to  his   people.

As   founder   of  the   non-aligned  TnoveTnent,    President   Tito  symbolized   the
determination  of   the   third  tiorld  col.ntries   to  assert   themselveg   and   [o  be
positively   involved in  `.Jorld  affairs  by,    inter   alia, striving  for
demcx:ratization  of   international   relations.

As   the   political   and  military  activist,   he   will   be   rerrembered   for   the
manrEr   in  which  he   distinguished  himself   as   an   organizer,    political   Chirlker
and   theoretician  wli.]se   theories    found  concrete   expression   in   t:heir
application,   both  within  Yugoslavia   anJ   clther  continents   of   the   world.

As   a   statesman,   he   not   only  t-Jas   one   .Jf  the   inost   pre-minent  political
riaflts   of   this  cerit.jry,   b.jt   also  as   a   leader.   philosopher   and   thicker,   he
provided   great   inspiration  and  example   to   the   forces   of  peace   and  justice   in
the   ivorld.      His   contribution   t:o   the   :york   of   this   Organization  will   remain   a
monumental   testimony   to   his   ur`tiring  e fforts   of  consolidating  the   foundationg
of   independence   and   genuine   interdependence.

Thoiich   hls   ex.imple    of  excellence    and   total   and   indomit:able   co`nmitment   Co
vJorld   peace   and   justice   cannot   be    tliiplicated,    it   can  be   emulated.      Thus,    as
the   international   community   joins   the   bereaved   family,    Goverrment   and  people
of   Yup`o`r,lavia   in   t:his   somber   moment   of  molirning  his   death,    1   am  confident   that
there   can  be   flo  better  eulogy   or   tribute   to  him   than  to  reaffirm   our
determination  to  uphold   the   ideals   for   which  he   dedicated  his   entire   life   and
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for   which  he   `)ill   ever   be   remermbered.      Irrdeed,    there   can  be   no  be[Cer   way   of
ending  these   remarks   than  in  the   words   of  Edvard  Kardelj,   who  once   said   of
President   Tito:

"lie   belongs   Co  all   those   `Jho  yearn   for  peace   a§   an  existential   necessity,

who  rise   in  defence   of   their   national   being  and  existerice,    their   it`dependence,
who  advocate   the   creation   of  a   community   of  equal   nations,    the   emancipation
from   all    forms   of  exploitation,    subjugation  and   oppression,    the   elimination  of
force    in   the   relations   among  States   and   nations.      Tr,e   name    of  Tito   has   become
the   §ynnbol   of  a   fighter   in  `tar   and   peace.    and   the   expression  of  a   hunlanistic
vision   of  a   n=w  world   free    from   fear   and   from   the   destruction   of  man   by  man
and   of   one   nation  by   another,    of  a   world  with   new   s=neracions   which   will   not
know   the   monstrosity   and   the   scourg±   of  war   and  will   never   learn   of  the
animality   in   the   man,    in   the   people   and   nations."
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TO:
A:

Ts#cROuDEr.

FROM:
DE:

SUBJECT:
OE'JET:

UNITED   NATIONS

INTEROFF[CE    MEMORANDUM

H.E.   Ifr.   Sallm  Ahtned  S&1im
PreBldent  of  the  General  Assembly

NATIONS   UNIES

MEMORANDUM    INTERIEUR

DATE:

Infomatlon  Actlvltle8  and Pree8  Cover e  of  the

I  December 1979

th  Se8clon

Following,  for  your  lnfomation,  1c  a  tirief  eunm.ry  of  pre88  coverage
end lnfomatlon  &ctlvitie€  during  the  thirty-fouth  le€Blon  of  the  General
AB€embly:

1.      Hai8on  irith  the  preBf!:

Contact  with  the  Pre88  aLt  the  United Ndtloas  ims  one  of  the  firTt
taek8  of  the  Pre8e  Officer.    Thll  vac  initiated  Beveral veek8  before
the  opening of  the  Beeslon  in  order  to  Qllov  coz`reepondent8  to  expre88
their  vlev8  and,  Where  nece8eary,   offer  Bugge8tlonB  on  all matters
relating  to information.    Ucef`il  exchanges  of ideae  ulth  the  Pre88
00ffleer  enabled orderlry  planning  of work  dndng the  8eErolon.    The
PreBldeBt  of  the  United  Hatlon8  Corre8pondentB  A88oelation,
ur.  Joglndm  I.  Bonerdl,  vae  very helpf`il  lB  thi8  regard.

2.      Pre8e  Brlefing8:

The  Preee  Officer  attended all  the  noon  brlefinge  ty  the  Depeirtment
of Pubuc  Infomation  ale  Spckeman  for  the  Preeldent.    Together with  the
Spokesman  for  the  Secretary-General  he  vac  able  to  lnfom  coz`re8pondent.  .
of  what  tree  going  on  ln  the  Cener&l  Assembly  on  day-to-day ba,8i8,   a8
vvell ae  affording  the  opportunity  to  correBpendentl  to  ack queetlon8
about  the  8eesloli.

Briefing ncteB  irere leBued  dally  for  lnformtlon  of  the  corre8pondent8
and the  Secretariat.

.       Pre88  Rele&eee

All m3or  et&tenentB  by  the  PreBldent Were  188ued  ac  offlcla,i  pre88
releaBes.     A  totaLl  of  19  releaeeB  Were  thu81B8ued  &8  follov€:

2/. . .
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(1)    Release  Ho.  GA/5988  of  18  Septenber  -Statement  at  Opening  of
34th  Se88ion.

19  September  -  Tr&n8crlpt  of Pre88  Conferel)ce.
of 2  October         -Welcome  addre88  -Pope'a  Vlslt.
UmA59  of  16  oat.  -  U.H.  I)&y  ke88nge.

of  19  October      -  Text  of  cable  from  Pope  to  GA%#i,:i
•(;;)

President  and  hiB  reply."      "      GA/60li8  of  l9  October      -Statenent  on  Day  of  soudarity
with  S.A.  Polltlcal  Pri8onerB.

-  ke88aLge  for  Dlsamanent  Week.:    :'    gi)g8;3:f2:8::::=r    : Statement  on  Death  of Prime
mnl8ter  of  Swaziland."      "      GA/6059  of26  0ctot)er      -Statement  on  Independence  of

(x)"

(ri)            „

(ril )           „

(rill )

0

St.  Vincent  and  Grenadlne8."      GA/606l  of 29  0ctot)er      -Statement  on  mibia  solidarity
Week,"       GA/6076  of  9  November      -Statement  on  American  Ho8tagee
in  Iran,"      GA/6ca8  of  16  November    -  Statement  at  Fund  Pledging  for
UunR.„„

„

„„

GA/6095  of  20  November    -  Statement  thrking  goth  rfuaiveraQry
of  Declaration  of  Ri8bt8  of  Child.

GA/6096  of  20  Novemtier    -  Appeal  for  ReleaL8e  of  Alaeric®n
Hostages  1n  Iran.

GA/61ca  of  29  Hovemtter    -  Statement  on  Inter.natlon®1  Day  of

Prece  Cllppingp:

Decent)er  -
Decemtier  -
December  -
December  -

Solidarity with Pale8tinlan  People.
St&tenent  on  mman  Rlghte  Day.
Statement  on  Southern  modegia.
Closing  Statement  of  3ltth  Se8€ion.

St&temeDt  to  General  Comittee  on
Security Council  Election8.

At  the  beginning  of  the  Bes8ion  the  Pre88  Officer  ®eot  cables  to  all  U.H.
Izifomatlon  Cez)tree  and  other  U.H.  Offlce8  to  request  then  for  cuppings  on  the
coverage  of  the  se891on  in  different  parts  of  the  .orld.    The  re8pon8e  hag  been
very  po81tlve.    Hundreds  of  clipplngB  Were  t)elng  received  regularly  in  many  langu&ge8:
Engll8h,  French,  Arabic,  Spanish,   Italian,  YugoBlev,  R`i881an  and  Turki8b.    me  bulk
Of  the  cLlppingB  tlra8  received  fran  latlz]  Airerlcan  countrle8.

File8  have  been  ccmpiled  for  future  reference.

5.       PreB€   IAincheone:

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Executive  Office  of  the  Secretary-General,  Press
I.uncheon8  Were  ol'ganlzed  during whi.ch  the  President,   as  hoBt,  could  discuss  off  the
record  different  18eue8  facing  the  General  A8cembly.    Six  luncheon8  Were  origln&lly
aLrranged.    But,   due  to  heavy  pre88ure  of wol.k  on  the  President,   only  four  were  held.
A  different  group  of  corre8pondent8  v&8  invited  to  eeeh  luncheon.    "e  Under-Secretary-
General,   DPI,   and  I)irector  of  Pre88  i.ere  also  present  at  each  luncheon  aB  a  baLck-up
team  chirlng  the  dl8ouB81on8.
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6.      Photograne:

Ftundreds  of  givogr&Ph8  1.ere  ccmplled  ln  althine  for  the  Pre81dent,
A  total  of  eight  albun8  was  presented `rith  motograjhs  taken  chiring  different
o«a8ion8.
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Department of Public  Information
Press Section
United Nations, New York

GA/6152
28   Decefroer   1979

STATEMENT   BY   PRESIDENT   0F GENERAL   ASSEMBLY   T0   GENERAL   COMMITTEE

ON   BALLOTING   FOR   REMAINING   SECURITY   COUNCIL   SEAT

Following   is   the   text   of  a   §tateinent   made   [o   the   General   Committee   thl§
roaming  by   Salim  A.   Salim   (United   Republic   of   Tanzar}ia),   President   of   the
General   Assembly:

a

AS   m}mber§   are  aware,   in   conducting   Its   139t:h   ballot   yesterday,   the
General   Assembly   failed   to  elect   the  remaining  one   non-permanent   mehoer   of   the
Security   Council.      Since   the  Assembly  held   Its   fir-st   ballot   on   26  0Ctober,   and
throughout   the   subsequent   days   and  weeks,   it  has  been   ny   deep  concern  and
preoccupation   that   the  Assent)ly   fulfil   its  Charter  responsibili[y,   as  well   as
Conform  to   its   own  rules   of   procedure,   by   successfully  completing   Chls
Process.     That  we  have   set   a   record   of   so   many  ballots   to  date   is   ln   Itself  an
llnprecedented  attempt,   within  the  existing  rules   and   on  the  basis   of  past
Practlce   and  tradition,   to   discharge   that   responslbili.[y  and  that:,   as
President,   I  have  repeatedly  drawn   me|Tbers'   attention   to  this   grave
responsibility   is  a   lmatter   of  record.

During  the  course   of   the  past   several  weeks,   I  have   also  undertaken
extensive   consultations  with   a   broad   section   of  delegations   encompasslng  a
wide   spectrum  of  opinion.     In  addition,   I  have  held   frequent  consultations
Wlth   the   prlnclpal   parties,   namely,    the  delegacions   of  Colombia   and  Cuba.      The
Purpose   of   these  consultations  which,   I  wish   [o  stress,   have  been   as  extenslve
as   they   Could   possibly  have   been,   was   [o   find   a  way   in  which   the   ASsembly'S
task  could  be   facili[ated   and   its  obligations   discharged.

Members  who  had   been   involvecl   in   the   consultations  with   ne   are   fully
aware   of   ray  role.      But   for   those   who  have   not  been,   I   think   it   useful   for   t:he
record   to   sh®.7   that   ny  efforts  have   been   in   large   ireasure   devoted   to
emphasizing   the  responsibility  we   all   bear   for  electing  nellibers  of   the
Security   Council.     For   ny   part,    I   have  consistently  conveyed  various
Suggestions  which   emerged   during   the  coi`s`iltations   to   the   two  candiaa[es,
since   the  hi§tory  of  prc.vio`is   c.fforts   [o  resolve   deadlocks  has   shown   that   in
every   lnst:ance   the   matter  was   settled   on   the   basls   of   the   agreement   of   t:he
competing  candidates.
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I  shc)uld  like,  at  the  same  time,   to  emphasize  that,   in  connexi®n
with  all  these  consultations,  I  regarded  ny  role  as  that  of  helping
to  facilitate  the  Assembly .reac`hing  an  agreed  deicision.     Quite  cleal`JV,
the  role  of  the  President  in  this  situation,   I  believe,  is  not,  and  could  never
be,  to  impc)se  a  decision.     I  have  therefore  endeavoured  to  abide
scrupulously by  the  practice  and  tradition  of  a  presiding  officer  in
analogous  circumstances.

Regrettably,  however,  despite  these  comprehensive  consultations
and  notwithstanding  the  record  number  of  ballots  that  we  have  held  So
far,  the  Assembly  has  not  been  able  to  arrive  at  a  solution  enat)I.in8  it
to  fulfil  its  respensibility.     I  might  add,  my  expectation  that  the  Christmas
r.eess  would  provide  an  opportunity  for  reflection  and  consequently
for  necessary  action  has  thus  far  remained  unrealized.

AS  members  are  aware,  on  3|  I)ecember  this  year,  that  is  three  days

::,:s=f::E't::::::n=:.e:.F,::::e;in:Z:Sr!no:h:h:og::I?ty|go=:iisg#l;edoes
not  Sucr}eed  its  obligations  by 3|  December,   it  is  evident  that  the  membership
Of  the  Council  will  be  one  Short  of  the  |5  members    ag   prescribed  in  firticle  23
of  the  Charter.

It  is  equally  clear  that  without  dischal.Sing  that  responsibility,  the
ASsembly  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  conclude .its  thirty-fourth  Session.
Under  the  circumstances,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  entire  matter
to  the  attention  of  the  General  committee  with  a  view  to  soliciting  the
Opinion  of  its  members  as  to  how  best we  could  proceed  thereon.     I  Would
request  that  all  the  meat)ers  be  actively  seized  of  this  rna,tter  and  offer
as  a,Ppropriate  a`ny  suggestions  which  they  may  have  in  this  regard.     I  `rould,
nonetheless,  wish  to  emphasize  the  point  which  has  in  fat.t  been  most
emphatically  stressed  to  me  by  a  number  of  members  during  mr  consultations
With  then:     mmely,  it  is  ext,i`eme|y  inportant  that  the  General Assembly
discha,rge  its  respons.ibi.uty  as  expected,  a,nd  i]ideed  as  prescribed,   in
the  Charter.
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CI,OSING  .STATEENT  0F   PRESIDENT   OF   GENERAL  ASSEMBLY

Following  is  the  text  of  the  clc>sing  statement  I)y  tbe  President  of  the

®          ::±Tix:::i:;?  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  Salim  timed  salim   (United  Republic

ql

The   United  Ivations   C-eneral  Assembly  18   about   tct  emerge   from  one   of   its
most  significant  sessions.     It  was  an  eventful  Session  notably  characterized  t>y
the  spirit  and  desire  of  nations  to  prcimote   international  understanding  and
co-operation  but,   even  more   go,   to  see  that   the   international  community  addressed
itself  positively  to  matters  of  the  utmost  concern.    The  Assembly  had  the
opportunity  to  delibel`ate  and  to  reflect  on  global  conflicts  and  issues  of  special
significance,   questions  of  disarmament,   international  peace  and  security  and
economic  matters.     The  Assembly  also  addressed  itself  to  social  and  humanitarian
questions,   decolonization  and  legal  and  budgetary  matters.

Considering  the  range  of  issues  on  it.i  agenda  and  the  amount  of  time
allocated  for  their  consideration,   the  Assembly  could  not  have  worked  more
arduously,   nor  could  it  have  acted  in  a  more   serene,   serious  and  dedicated  spirit
than  lt  did  ln  discharging  its  resriongibilities.     That  it  did  so  was  due  to  the
commitment  of  nations  represented  here  to  fulfllllng  effectively  their  obligations
ln  a  united  manner  characteristic  of  the  philiosophy  underlying  the  flm  founda-
tion  on  which  the   United  Ivations  was  established.

It  was  heartening  to  observe  that  even  though  confronted  with  many  seemingly
lnsumountable  obstacles,   the  Assembly  was  a.ble  to  come  to  grips  with  matters
of  immediate   concern  and  respond  to  global  challenges  with  great  zeal  and  an
extr4ordinary  sense  of  seriousness.    The  se8slon  once  again  has   provided  an
opportunity  to  the   international  community  to  reaffirm  its  commitment  to  collective
efforts   in  promoting  uiiderstanding  between  nations,   and  where  such  understanding
has  been  la.cking,   the  Assembly  has   not  been  found  vJanting  either  in  terms  of
its  commit,ment  or  its  reediness  to  act.

(more )
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Though   it   is   difficult  within  the   Short   time  renaining   to  mal{e  a
conprchon§ive  analysis   of  the  achievelnents,   shortcomings   and  experiences
gained   chr`ing  the   last   three  months,   I  will   attempt  nonetheless   to  highlight
sore   of   these   a§pec[s   and   fc`aturcs   of  the   §e§sion  which,   in  my   judgement,   will
go  into  the   annals   of  this  Organization  as   the  more   significant  developments
of  the   thirty-fourth   session.      Such   dn   assessmetit   can   in  no  way  be   conclusive.

Without   any   fear  of  cQntradiction,   one  can  assert   that   the   thirty-fourth
session  was   an   extremely  eventful   one.      Not   only  did   the   sc`s§ion  have   to  deal
I.Jith   a   multitude   of  complex   and  controversial   problems,   both   old   and  riew,   but
also  the   fccu§   of  world   attention   on   these   issuc.s   and  the  c.xpcc[ations   of  the
world   conmunity  with   rcspcc[   to   [lie   United   Nations   responsibility   to  provide
§olu[ions   was   clearly  and   in   fact,   a[   [imes,   dramatically  evident.

The   degree   of  attcntion   and   interest   directed   towards   the  work   of   this
A§§embly  by  a   number   of  world   and  national   leaders  was   one   of   the  most
eloquent   demonstrations   of   the   significance   and   continued  rc`1evance   of   this
Organization   at   our  current   Stage   of   internatiorlal   rc!1ations.     More   than   a
hundred  Foreign  Ministers   and   other  Ministers   of  Cabinet  rank  attended   and
addressed   the   Assembly.      A.bove   all,   the   presence   of   so  r,iany  €miricmt  world
personalities   tcstif led   to  t:he   unique   and  continued   importance   of   the   General
Assembly   sessions,   and   particularly   I:he   [hirty~fourth   session.     These   leaders
represc.need   regions   and  rnovenen[§   --or  both,   wlicrc   the   two  coincided   --which
constituted   the  greater  cross-section   of   the  c`n[ire  membt.`rship   of   the  United
Na I ions ,

Therefore,   in   receiving  President  h'illiam  Tolber[   of  Liberia,   the  current
Chairman  of  the  Organization  of  African  Unity.   the  A§§enbly  had  the   imique
opport:unity   of  reflecting  on   the   i§suc§   of  concc`rn   to   the  African   continent.
In   ttie   sane   mannc`r,   President   Fidcl   Castro,   addrc`ssirig   t:he  Assonbly   in   the
name   of  95   nations   which   cons[iture   the   Nan-Aligned  Movonent,   clearly
underlined   the   imporrance   of   the  movement   as   a   strong   positive   force   sc`eking  a
more  realistic   and  balanced   perspective   in   the  present   system  of  world
political   and  economic  relations.

The  hist:oric   visit   of  His   Holiness   Pope  Jchn   Paul   11  was   an   Inspiring
experience.     His  challenging  message   continued   to  be  a   source   of  strong
inspiration   and  no   lc`ss   a   constant   reminder   of  how  much  has   yt-t   to  be   done   in
thc`  rc`alization   of   the   purposes   and   objc`ctivcs   of   the   Unitc`d  Nations.

The   irmc`asurab]c`   contribution  made   by   thesL`   eminent   pcirsonalities   of  high
office   clearly   servc>d   to   `mderscore   the   unique   importance   of   the  United
Nations   as   a   forum  of   intL`mational   dialogue   and  co-operation  and  as   an
institution  which   ccntinues   to  provide   unlimited  possibilities   for   the
prcmotion   of   friendly  relations   through   the  conduct   of  bilateral   and
multilateral   diplo[nacy.      Indeed,   Co   t.ho   cynics   and   the   perennial   critics   of
the  United  Nations,   this   universal   interest   in  and  attachmerit  to  the  work   of
this  body,   is  a  clear  rebuttal   of   the  gloony   forc'cast   for   our  Organization.

During   the   session,   the  A§scmbly   once   again   considc`red   practical   ways   to
further   one   of  the  main  objectives   of  this  Organization,   namc`ly   the
maintenance   of   international   peace   and  security.     On  questions   relating  to
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disarmament,   though   nations   emerged   frorri   Chc   session  no  more   disarmed   than
before  and  with  perhaps   no  significant  progress   towards  ensuring  their
s.curity,   thc'  §piri[  which   characterized  nc`got.iacion6   on  these   issues   is
colirmendable.     The  Assembly,   ineeting   for   tht`   first   rime   after   the   institutional
modifications  within   the   disarmament   r`cgot:iating  machinery,   could  not   but
profit   from   the  work   of  both   the   Disarmament   Ccrmi§sion   and   t:he  Cornrnittee   on
D i s a rmamcn t .

The  Assembly,   convinced   that   there  arc  viable  al[ernative§   to   the  arms
race   ac  bc`th   the   regional   and   global   levels,   proceeded   to  adopt   a  number   of
decisions   which,   among  other   things,   emphasized   the  need   for   ric`go[iations,
int:ernational   co-operation   and   understanding.     This  nerJ  qualitative  approach
was   C`Vider}tly  reflected   in   the   fact   that   almost  half   the  resolutions  ``7crc
adopted  without   a  vote.     Of   the  43   dcci§ions,   20  were   adopted  without  a  vote
and   16   titit:hoot   a   negative  vote.     Conscious   of   the  pressing  need   for
development   in  relation   to  the   amount   of  resources   available   fct  military   use,
the  Assembly  rc'affir"ed   its   conviction   that   a   §treng  and  organic,  link  exis[s
between   disarmament:   and   development.

In   tertns   of  the   range,   scope   and  contc`nt   cf  thc`  decisions   and
reconimendal:ions   on   disarmanent   and   international   peace   and  security,   t:his
session  made   a   positive  contribution   in   carrying   forward   the  momentum  of   the
tenth   special   session.     We  have   I:aken  a   number   of   decisions   aimed  at   the
fulfilmc`nt   of   the  goals   and  expectations   of   the  peoples   of   the  world,   among
others,   the   prevention  of  a   nuclear  war,   a  halt   to  the  arms  race,   a   start   on
the  actual   prceess   of  disarmament  and  the  adoption  of  concrete  arrangements
for   the  steady   transfer   to  developmel`t,   of  resources  now  being  used   for
military  purposes,   thus  helping  to  c`stablish   a  I`ew   international   economic
or de r ,

The  creation   of  conditions   of  stabilit:y  and  well-being   is  necessary  for
peaceful   and   friendly  relations   among  nations   based   on  equality  and
sc`1f-determination.     ParamouTit   ir`   this   respect  was   the  question   of   prcmotion
and   protect:ion  of  human  right:s,   with   the  various   intet.national   instruments
.ido|>ted   by  this   body  prc`viding   the  basis   for   such   an   enrlc`avour.      The  Assembly
I.ei[erated   its   rc`cog,nition  of  the   inherent   dignity   and  worth   of   the  human
person   and   its   realization   that   the   §ccuring   of  c`qual   rights   for  members   of
the  human   family   is   the   foundation   c}£   peacc`   and   justice   in   the  world.

Through   a  numbc`r   of  decisions,   this   session  was   a,blc   to  elaborat:e   on   the
interr`ational   in§trurnents   which   have   dc`fiT`ed   and   cst.?blished   8t:cl.ndards   for
hurian   rights   [o  which   Membc.r   States   Should.conform  and   thc`   internaticnal
Tnachinery   established   to  oversee   and  co-ordinate   thlse  activities.     Through
the  asse§smen[  of  the  current  glottal  hunian   rights   situation,   the  session  nol:ed
with   indignation   the  ccntinued  massive   and   flagrant  violatioris   of  human  rights.

This   session   cince   again   Spared   no  cftorts   in   condemnirig  racism,   racial
e   programme   of  action   to  be   undertaken  during

the  rcinaining  half  of   the  I)ecade   to  Ccmbat   Racism  ,ind  Racial   I`iscriminalion,
including  t:he  convening  of  another   conference   in   1982,   will   contribute   further
to  the  expeditious   forTrulation   of  a   strategy   to  eradicate   thc`  evils   of  racism
and  apartheid.     T'hi§   session   did  not   fail to  emphasize   the   point   t:hat   the

(more)
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ccntinued   co-operation  with  racist  regimes   ob§truccs   the   liberatio[l  efforts
and   thus   contradicts   the   commitment   of   the   international   cormunit:y   to   the
prolnotion   of  human  rights.

Never  before  has   the  need   for   intensified   interria[ional   action   to
alleviate   the   plight   of  rcfugess   and   displaced  persons   throughout   the  `.7orld
been   more  dramatically  emphasized   than   at   this   session   of   the  A§sembly.      The
di§cus§ions  held   and   the   decisions   taken  by   the   Assembly   in   this   regard
clearly  demonstrate   the   deep  awareness   of   the  ivorld   comlnunity   of  the
critically  urgent   nat`]rc   of  these  complex  problems  which   affect  various
regions   r)f   the  world.     It   is   equally  clear   that   the  measures   taken   by  ]vlonber
SC{ites   are   far   from  adequate   t:a  deal  tyith   the   ever-growing  size   and   corr.plexitv
of   the  problems   of   the.   suffering  millions.

While   the   initiatives   taken  by  the   Secretary-General   and  by   the  United
Nations   High   C{Irmiissioner   for   Refugees   in   this   regard  have  been   commended   by

:::ie:::c:':1::et::a:c°:::i:eo:e:£:n:e:i::::i:::c::i:::i::C::: :::gg::i  of  the         .
nations   participat:ing,   i[   is   patcn[   that,   in  view  o£   the  €vcr-intensifying
magnitude   of   these   problems.   it  `./ill   be   only   through   a  drarr`atic   increase   in
the  resoiirces   avaialable   and   through   the   preparedness   of  all   nations   to
receive  and  pro[c`ct   the   people   affected   that   [hi§   mission   for  humanity  will   be
adequately  fulf illed.      It   is  may  Sincere  hope   also  that   the  acceptance   and
strict   observance   of   the   covenants   and  of  the  riorms   of  human   conduct   at   the
national   and  multilateral   levels,   as  well   as   the  political  will   of  all
concerned   to  t.-esolve  their   international   disputes   and   to  ensure   frietidly
relations  tiJith   their  neighbours,   will   put   an  end   cmcc   and   for   all   to  the
untold   suff.ciring   of   t:he  people   affected   and  their   forced  migration.

The   session   also   Cock  a   further   defin].tive   step   in  the   promotion  of  the
rights   of  wc`men.      Thus,   through   the   adopt`ion   of   t.he   Convention   on   the
Elimination   of   all   Forms   of  Discrimination  agclinst  Women,   conditions   are  being
created   for   the  realization   of   the.   ideals   of  equality  bet:``/c`en  men   and  womeri
and   the   objectives   of   the   United   Nations   Decadc`   for   Women.      The   Second   World
Conference   on   the   Advancement   of  1^Jomen,   to  ?)e   convene.d   in   Copenhagen   next
July,   will   contribute  significantly   to  these  efforts.

The   frui[ful   exchar`ge   of  views   concerning  developmc`nt  land   international
econoniic   co-operation  which   Cock   place,   bot:h   during   t:he   general   debate   and
during  our  consideration   of  t.he  report   of   the  Cormittee   a,f  the  TIThole,   clearly
revc`alcd   that   the   dangers   posed  by   the  persist:ent  ncgativc   trends   in   the  world
economy  continue   to  bc`   c`f  great   concern   to  all  members   of  the   ir.t:ernational
cclrimunity.      For,   while   these   structural   economic   problems   continue   to   impose
serious   cort§traints   on   the  dcvclopment   offort§   of  the  developing  countries   and
on   global   prceperity   in  general,   they  also  cause   serious   consequences   for
international   relations   between   the   Industrialized  countries   and  t.he
developing  countries.

It  I-7as   als`o  generally  acknowledged   that   international   efforts   aimed   at
the  restruct`]ring  of   the  existing   international   economic  system  have   so   far
not  produced  adequate  results.     Thus,   the  goals  and  objectives   of  the  new

(more )

\



4.`.

®

ap

-5- Press   Rolcase   GA/6145
20   0i`cember   1979

in{[:I;i;.i`i6na|   t.¢oninic  .order  remain   largely  uninplemented.     what   i8  most
inportant,   h<rycver,'  is   that   the  Cenei-al   Asscmbly  has   ieiteraced   Its   convictiori
that §olutions   to  the  econouic  problems   confrontirig  the.  world  can  and  must  be
fojn,d  through   international   negotiat.ior`s  within   the-United  Nations   s}'8tem,   on
the  bast,;   of  the   principles   of   justice   and  equcilicy.

It   i,§  withln   this   context   that   the  resolution  adopted  at   this   session  on
global  negotiations  rel.1ting   to  international  ecQnor[Iic   co-operation  should  be
viewed.     The  resolution  rcprcsents  a  unanimous   desire  of  the   lncernatiorial
ccrmunity   to  break  the  current   impasse   in  negotiations   for  the  cstabllshmc`nt
of  t'nc  new   internation.il   cicolicmic   order.     1[  also  symbolizes   the  spirit   of
acccrmodation,   dialogue   and  understanding  which  prevailed  during  this   §c`ssion
and  particularly  during  the   irlformal  neg®tiations   on   this   important  §ubjcct.

Thile  the  resoluticn  constitutes  an   importanti  Step  in  th;  right
direct.ion,   I  would   like   to  emphasize   that   much  more   re'mains   to  b(I   done,  between
nor  and   the  special   5cssion  next   yc`ar,   when   the   global  negotiations  will  bc
officially  launched.     The  subjects  chosen   for  those  nc`go,tiarions   cl.re.wide   and
complex.     As   the  resolution   itself  em.phasizc`s,   t]`c   8ucces§ful   launching  and     .
ultimate   conclusion   of  thctge   global   nc`gotiations  will   require  the  full
crmlitmont  of  the  participants   to  careful   and  thorough  preparations,   including
efficient  prcoedures   for  [h.  negotiations.

At   the  special   session  next   year,   not   only  are   the  global  negotiations
expected   to  commence   ttut   also  a  New  International   Development   Strategy   for   the
Third  United   Nations   Dc`velopnent   Decade   is   to  be   adopted.     The  Ccrmittee   of
the  whole  has   been  entrusted  with   the   importal`t  task   cf  making  prcparation6
for   the  negotiations.     To  a   great  ._xcent,   therefore,   the   8ucces8  .of  the
special   §c§sion  and,   ultitnately.   of  the  negotiations   thonselvcs   dcperlds   on   the
preparatory  wo.rk  which  vJill  6c.   undertaken  by  both   the  Co"ittec   of  the  whole
and   the  Prep.1ratory  Ccmmittee   for   the  New  International  Dc`vc`loprcnt  Strategy.
It   is   import:clot,   therefore,   that   the  positive  spirit  of  accca[nodation  and
d|alogul`  which   c:out:rlbuted   to   the  achievcments   of  this   session   shc"1d  be
maintained   and  strengthened   furthc.I   in   thL~  coming  negotiations   and   discussions
leading   Co   the   §pc`cial   session   on   development  next   year.

We  have   also  made   significant   progre§§   in   the   field   of  Science   and
technology.     The   resolution  ddoptc`d  by   the  Assembly  on   the   Subject   establi§heg
now  institutional  arrangments  which  are   intended   to  strengthen   international
co-Operation   in   the   fiel,a   of  science   and  technology.     I  believe   that   thc.sc  new
arrangment§  will   greatly  contribute   towards   the   inplcmentation  of  the
Pragrarmie   of  Action   on   ScicTice   and  Technology   for   Dc`vclopment  adopted   at
Vienna   last   §umner.     Likewise,   in  the   field  of   industrial   development,   the
decisions   of  the  Assembly  will   have   trenc.ndous   Impact   cn   the  deliberations   of
the  Third  Cc`neral  Confercncc   of  the  United  Nations  Industrial  Development
Orgaltization  which  will   bc  held   in   I.?c{v  D|`lhi   in  January  next   year.

Di§tinguiched  delrigates,

The  adoption  by  the  General   A98onhly  of  the   International   Convention
against  the  Taking  of  Ho§Cagc§  has  "rked  another  ailestone   in  the  history  of

(more )
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this  Organiaation.     The  Conventior`   indeed  represents   the  collective  endeavour
of   thc`   intc`rf`ational   crmtminity   tc\  combat   the.  crime   of  hostage-tat(ing  and  is   a
logical   f olla`r  up   to  anothc`r   inportant   dt?cument  adopted  by  the  Gene.ral
Assembly   in   1973,   the  Conven[ion   on   the  Prevl`ntion   and  Purlishlncnt   of  Crimes
against   lntc`rnationally  ProtL-ictc`d  Persoris;   including  Diplomatic   Agents.     The
raking  ®f  hostages   for  whatever  reason  or  under  whatever  guisc`   is   Inexcusable
and  cannot  be  condoned.     The   international  conmuniry  has   indeed  a  clear
responsibility  to  work   arduously  to  c.nsure  scrupulous   observance   of  Chi`sl.
C onv cm t i on 8 .

At   this   juncture  `ind  while   the  A6sembly  is  about   to  conclude   it:a  work,   I
should   like   [o  address  a   solemn  plea   to  the  Iranian  authorities  and   in
particular   to  His   Excellency  Ayatollah  P`uhollah  Khcmeini  to  respond  favourably
to  thc`   rlverwhclming  appcal§   already  made  by   the   intc`rnationcil   ccimmunity,
coll€'ctivcly,   through   the  clecision   of  the   Security   Council   on  4'  December   1979
and  by   the   decision   on   provisional  measures   adopted  by   the   lrlternat:iorial  Court
of  Justice   on   15  Decc`mbcr   1979,   as   well   as   by   individual  world   .ind  natiorial
leaders,   for  the   irmiediate  release  and  safe  return  to  their  hcmes   of  the
diplomatic   personnel  held  hostages   Ln   Iran.

I  do  8o  not   only   for  hurmnit-arian  con§idcrations,   but   also  out   of  an
unquc`stionable   comitment  t.rfuich   this   Assembly  has   for   the  scrupulous   rl`spect
of   internatiot`al   norms   and   it`ternational   la`.7,   without  t.inose   observance   the
very-fabric   of   international   rc.1ations  will   obviously  be   imparied.

In   thc-   samci  vein,   and  with   th€`   Same   sr]1emnit:y,   I  wish   to  echo   an   appe,31
alracldy  made   to   the   Govemment9   of  both   the   United   StatL/s   aTid   Iran   to  {LxercistJ
maximm  rc8t:raint:   in  thc`  present   crisis   and   to  diffusc`   the  sLtuation,   leading
it   to  a  peaceful   r.soluticin.     I  havc`  no  doubt   that   the  grievances   of  the
Iranian  people   and  Governml`nt,   if  dc`alt  with   through   the  normal   channels,
`rould  bc   seriously,   ar`d  where  appropriate,   indeed  sympathetically,   considered
by  the   intc`rnati®nal   conmunity.

The  que3[ion  c}f  the  Middle  East  and  that   of  the  rights   of  the  Palesciriian
people,   whictl   arc   inseparably   lirikcd,   have  been   the   subjc`ct   ctncc  again   of  most
serious   considcra[ion  during  the  session.     Indeed,   the  decisions   taken   bv  the
Assembly   in  this  rc`gard   fully  reflect   thc`  mounting  concern  and  sincere   desire
of  t:he  `.Jorld  c(mmunity   for   the   finding  of  a   just  and  lasting  peace   in  the
regicm.     At   the   same   tilne,   the  Assembly`§   decisions   clearly  rcprcsent   the
growing  recogTiition   by   the   overwhclmiTig  in.]joTity   of  Mcimber   Statc§   that   a
ccmprchensive  settlement   co`rering  all   aspects   of   the  Middle  East   dispute   is
inconceivat3le  without  regard  to  the   Lnalienable  rights   of  the  Palestinian
people,   and  that  thc`re  cannot  bc  a   just   and   lasting  peace   in  the  region
without   the  effective   involvement..  and  participation   of  thc`  Pcilestit`ian  people
end  their  representative,   thc`  Palestine  Liberation  Organization.

The   Situation   ir`   southern  Afrlca   h,1§   cc`ntinucd   Co   engage   thc>   closc`   cind
active  attention  of  the  General   Assonbly  throughout   the   sessio[t.

I  have  already  had  the  opportunity  of  wclconlng  [hc  agreement  r.ached  at
Lancaster  House.     This   inportant  accord  entered   into  by  all   the  parties   to  the
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ccTlflict  has  heralded   the  beginning  af   the   process   leading  to  the   f inal   dcnise
of  the  illegal   minority  doninatiftr`  and  colonialism  forced  upon   the  people   of
Zimbabve,.     At   the   same   time,   it  rcprfsents  victory   for   so  many,   particularly
the  freedorri   fighters   of  the  Patriotic   Front,   whc`,   with  persistent
dctorminatien   and   dedication,   havc;   sacrificc`d   so  much   in   ordc`r   to   achieve
their   long-fought:-for  nati(`nal   ittdependence   nnd  sovereign  natiowhut.     It   is
in   umbcr`t  upon   t:he  .world   cctmmunity   to  bc;   act:ivcly   and  vigilantly   sc`ized   of   the
situat:ion  until   Southern  Rhedcsia   fully  attains   the  dejectives   c`f  the
DE`clarati(`rr`   in  D€colonizati(iri   and   emerges   as   an   indepc`ndcnt   Zimbabwe.

A§   I.gards   Nalnibia,   despitc`   the  unbending  c`ffc,res   of   the   OrganizLition
towards   [hcl  full   inplemen[ation   of   Security  Ctuncil   resolutions  435   (1978)   and
439   (1078),   the  situation   continues   to  |1ude   a  pL.accful   transition   to  majority
rule.     This   is   due   primarily   to  the  continued   int:ransigency   on   the  part   of   the
Governrnent   of   South  Africa   to  rc`§p(ind   pasitively  to   the  decisions   r`f  the
United  Nations,   including   in  particular   thcse   of   I:he   Security  Council.
Ccnsequontly,   [hc+   international   conriunicy   is   duty-bound   to   take  all   p()s§ible
measures  with   a  view   to  sccuririg   South  Africa's   compliance  with   these
decisicm§   ill   order   to  bring  to   ar`   c`nd   its   continued   illegal   occupation   of   the
intc`rnation31   Tc`rrit:ory.      In   its   rc`solutions   on   N3mlbia,   the   Gc`neral   A§sembly
addrcsscd   itself   forcc`fully   t.ci   this   c®1lcctivc   demand   r,f   the   intcmational     `
c crmun i ty .

The  General   Assonbly   rlnce   again  i`xprc.s9cd   its   trttal   opposit:ion   [o   the
policies   and  practic.§   of  thc`  apartheid  regime   in   South  Africa   and  recormlel`ded
a   series   of  mea§urcs   to   combat   the  cvil   system  of  man's   inhumanity   to  his
fellow  man  perpc`trated  by  the   authorities   in  Pretoria.     I  wish   iTi  particular
to  underscore  the   imp®rtancc   of  the  Assembly'§   dccisirrn   to   organize,   in
co-.operatic)n  with   the  Organization  ®f  African  Unity   (OAU),   an  lnternat:ional
Confcrcncc   (in   Sanct:ions   against   South  Africa.      I   ann  confident   that   this
Ccmfer(`nce,   which  will   takc.   place   in   1980,   will   c/institute   an   import:ant
cent.ribution   in   the  concerted   international   .fforts   to  mcbilizc`  world  public
opinion   in   support   of   the   final  eradication  of  racism  atid  colonialism   in
southern  Africa.

Distinguished   delegates ,

It   is   riot   often  that   large   institutioris   are  ctblc`   to  assess   their   fwn
perforrnancc   or   to  take  conscious   steps   to  change   and   inprovo   established
procedure.

The   thirtyifourth   Session   of  the   Goncral   Assembly  has   bccn   cme   of   those
rare   ar`d  happy   occasions.

The  Assonbly  has,   over   the  past   thrc.a  tnonths,   takciii   a  nunbcr   cf  decisions
t:o   inprove   its   working  procedrrc`s.     These  have  not   been   radical   changes,   but   I
hae  Ilo   doubt   that  what   yciu  have  agreed   [o   in   this   arcia  has   bcen   the  decisive
factor   in  enabling  us   to  ctimplete   ()ur  worlc   so  close   to  schedule.

The  curiulative  effect   of  these   changes  has   produced  significant  progress
at   this   sessicn   in  rationalizing  the  worlc   and  proccdurcs   of   thc`  General

(more)
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Assc?mbly.     They  reflc`ct  a  recognition  over   tbc  past   yc`ar  of   their  necessity
and  all.i`   the   rc`sult   c}f  long   and  c,|rc`ful   self-c`xamination.

First,   the   General  Cormittcc  has  bern  mo§[  co-oper.ative   and  constructivL.
in   implemc`nting  th.  decision   that   it   a.hould  meet   periodically  throughout   thc
scssion   to  reviev  the   progrc`8s   of  work  and  make  rcacmmendations   to  the  General
Assembly   on   mtidsurcs   c?imcd   ,i[   inproving   it:s  work.

Second.   the   plenary   and  the  Crmiittecs  made  major  strides   in  meeting  the
objclctlvc   o£  Starting  mc`eting§   ,1t   the  scheduled   time,   the  most   outstandirig
record  being  that   of  the  Fifth  Corlimittee,   which   lost   an  average  of  only  one
minutc  per  "`eting  by  starting  late.

Third,   `Jhill`   these  might  appear  a§   rather  minor  dl`cisions,   the  fact   that
members  agt.cc`d   to  make  statc`ments   fran  their   seats   and   to  limit   their
explanations   of  v.te.   both   in  number  and  duration,   undoubtedly  savc`d   a
c®nsidt.`rable   amount   c;£   time.

FGurth,   §i`tting  a  nendatory  dl`adlinc   for   completion   of  Conmiittee  work   on
resolutions  with   financial   inplications  enabled  the  Fifh  Ccrmittee   and  the
Advisory  Conmittei`   on  Administrative  ahd   Budgetary  Questions   (ACABQ)   to
discharge  their  responsibilities   in  a  mare   orderly  and  cffective  manner  than
hc`rc`tc`fc`re.

.,

®

Finally,   a   nuthber   of  decisions  `vcre   taken   involving  documentat:ion  which
will  have.   an  cvcn   greater   impact   bcginriing  with   the  next   scis§ion.     For
c`xamplc`,   "ny  obstacles   wc`   htlve   facc`d   ti§   a   result   of   the   late   arrival   of
reports  will  be  removed  by  the  requircment   that   subsidiary  bndic`s   Shall
hencefc`rth  be   r¢`quirc`d   to  conplcltc   their   reports   by   1   September   a.   that   they
may  bl`   avail.iblc  by   tht`   opc..nine   of   the   Gcner81   Assonbly.     Assigning  a  clear
priority   to   c`fficial   reports   and  documcmt§   r)vcr   individual   co{[i[riunicatian§  `Jill
also  bc`   c`£   grca[  help.

Although  we  can   Indeed  take   satisfaction  frcm  these   improvements.   I  hope          -
you  will  reflect   on  how  cur  .JJork  can  be   further  raticlnalized,   ba8cd   on  the
expcrience   of  this   and  previous   §c`s§ions.     As   regards   the  general   debate.   i(jr
cxampli`,   it   is   an  actcnowledgcd  fact   that,   `Jith   the   tremendous   growth   in  the
memt`c`rship  `.Je   have  uitnes§cd   over   the   past   dc;cadcs   and  b.`aring   in  mind   thc`
furthcir   eitiergenc.   ctf  now  St]tc`s.   some   prctcedural   adjustments  will  need   to  6e
made,   c!ithcr  `Jith  respect   to  the  period  preyided   for   the  genercil   debate,   or
With  rc`gard   to  the   lc`ngth   of  the   statcment§,   or  evt`.n  the   duration  of  the
session   itself.

In  thl`  sane   context,   there  cxists   an   obvious   rieed  by  th.  Main  Ccmittee9
to  review  the  medalitiL`s   for  the  holding  of  general   debates   on  the   items
allocated  to  then.     For   instance,   the  prc§cnt  practice   .I  holding  a  general
debate  covering  the  entire  agenda  at   the  Ccrmittee   levc`l,   tnight   perhaps  be
modified   to  relate  more  closely  t.  Ccrmlttc`e   consideration  of  8pccific   Items
or  groups  of   items,   thus  curtailing  those  parts   rtf  the  gc`neral   statcnents
which  liave   of  necessity  bc`cone   c.ither   rc`dundant   or   repetitious.   Furthcrmcire,
is   it  not   time   to  consider   seriously  the  possibility  of  dispensing  altogether
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with   the   debtltes   on   sc)me,   if  not  mnsr,   of   the   itc`ms  bcfcre   the  various
CcI[mittces   and   instead   focus   discussion   r,r`   chc   dc-cis]ctns   c)r   re§olu[ions   and   ln
so  doing  making'. effective   usl`   of   the  Cn[rmittee§   ta   prtmr`te   decision-making
praccssee?

Another  area   of  c.ur  c.rideavour   in   this   regard  might  tie   [o  arrest   thc`  trend
to  the   proliferation  of   d(cisions   and  resolutions.     1`  have   in  mind   in
particular   the  get`eral   §nchJballing  tendencies  which   are  disct`rniblc.     While   I
have   no  dobbt  whacevc`r   of   the   gc`nuine  ccmccrn  of   the   sponsors  which  motivates
their   submission   of  §one   o€  thcsc   prc`posals.   we  mst,   at   the   same   time,   bc`ar
in  mind,   in   thc   final   analysis,   the  cffcctivl.ness   of  th6i   decisions   and
resolutions   which   address   then8elvc`s   not   only  to   the  Mc.mbcr   Statc`8,   bc\th   at
the  mtio'nal   .and   intergovernmental   levels,  but  also  t®  the   public  at   large   for
the  purpose   of  enlisting  its  support   for  the  universal   cau§i`.

In  ny  opinion,   one   of   the  most  encouraging  arid  rewarding  experilincc§   of
the  thirty-fourth  sesslori  has  tleen  the   spirit   of  acc<rmodation  and  rrrutual
ccli`prchension  that   prevailed  even   in  grappling  with  difficult  and
controversial   prchlons   --   the  Kanpuchcar`   quc.scion  bc`ing  the  most  relevant
example.     Despite   the  ct)mplexity   and   the  extremely  political   and  sensitive
nature  of  the  problem,   and  without   prejudice   to  Chci  prsition   of   individual
Governments   c)n  the   substance   of  the   issue,   the  wc`rld  conimunity  has  been  able
to  "intain  a  uriified  position  with  rc`spect   to  the  urgc`r`t  ncc`d  to  provide   the
necessary  humanitarian  assistance   to  the  peoplci  affected.

In  my   opening  statemclnt   on   18   S|`ptembcr,   I   §trcssed   that   our   session  was
taking  place   on  the   threshold  of  a.  nco  decade.     The  sessi(in,   therefore,   dealt
with  some   of  thc`  problems  which  may  constitute  challenges   that  will   face  u8   in
the   l980's.     I  believe   that  with  gctodwill,   under8t:anding  and  co-operation  we
shcold  be   able,   jointly  and  collectively,   t®  make  determined  efforts  to
overcmre   those   cha].lenses.

Distinguished   delegates ,

This   is   rlot   a  perfect   institution.     A  lot   can  bc  donc`   to  enhance   the
effectiveness  of  our  Organization  --effectiveness   in  coping  with  the  world
problems,   effectivencs8   in  managing,   containing  and   indeed  resolving  conflict
situations;   in   sum,   effectivenc8s   in  re8pondirig  and  living  up  to  the
expectations  and  aspirations   of  the  peoples  we  represerit.     In  times   of  crisis
it   i§  often  convenient   to  criticize   the  Unit:ed  Nations   for  what   it   is  unable
to  do   .     Yet   is   is   forgotten  that   it   is   those  very  people  who  are  critical  of
the  Organizatic)n  at   Such   times   and  who  expc.ct   the  United  Nations   to  perfom
miracles,  who  are  reluctant  to  reinforce   thc`  effectiveness   of  this   in§Citution.

If  we  want  this  Organization  and   it:s  principal   organs   to  perfom  the
t,`sk6  entrusted  to  them   in  the  Charter,   then  we  mat  all  work  seriously
towards   that   objective.     Our   first   and   foremcet  rc`§pcnsibility  would  be  to
ensure  that  decisions   of  the  Organization  and,   in  particular,   those  which  are
unaninously  agreed  upon  by  the  General  Assembly  or   the  Security  Council,   are
adhered   to  scrupulously.     If,   for  example,  wc  allow  situations  where  these
decisions  are  not  accorded  due  respect,   particularly  with  regard  to  the
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decisions   ,idoptcd  tty  tht`   Security  Council,   including   those   t-]ken   under
enforcement  priivisi.ns,   then  wc   .are  contrihuting  to  the  (irosi()n   of  the
authority   .iTid   efficacy  of   the   Uni[c`cl   Nations.      If   that  happens,   t.Je   should  not
be   surprisl`d  when,    in   timc`   of  need   and   in   time   of  crisis,   thci  United   tl]ations
is   prevented   fr.on  efft`ctivc`1y  meeting   the   challcngcg   that  miy  arise.     W|.
cannot  'aff ord   to  apply  selectivt`  standards  whc`n  .it   comes   to  respecting  the
dt`cisions   of   the.  Organiz,ition.

I)isfinguished   dt`1i`gat.cs ,

Thcsc^   three   months   have  givl`ii  rne\ ..cxtraordin<iry  challenges   ,|nd
opportunities.     In   discharging  ny  rcsp\insibilities,   I  have  be£`n  providc`d  with
one   grcat   sssct  `Jhich   any  prc.siding  officer  wr`uld  envy,   artd  that   is   the
ndt5tanding  co-c`per,1tim   md   ,]ssistancc   giver`   to  me  by  delcgation§   and  the
overwhelping  frin`ndship  thc`y  persistently  and  ccinsistencly  displayed   t:awards
"`.     This   co-operation  and   friendship  havc`   imrnensc.lv   facilitated  my  work.     I
am  (l|```ply   indebted   to  each   ar`d  civery  dclegat:Ion  which,   individually  ®r
collectively,   has   given  me   the  benc`fit   of   its   timely  advice   and  guidance,   thus
ct`abling  ne   to   sustain   the  enormous   pres§urc   r)f  responding   t®   the  prc§sing
calls   and  needs   of   the  Assembly.

•Thc   contqcts  which   I   had   thc`  privilcge   cif  c`stablishing  `.tith   a  number   of

world   and  `national   leadc]rs   during  the   sc\ssion  have   ind.`cd   given  mc   renewed
fai'th  and  8trcngt:h   iri   cur   joint  c`ndeavfur   in   §carch   of  sctlutions   to  many  a
complex   prablcm  facing   the   world   community   teddy.     Likewise,   the   consultations

::1:1:n:e:::s:`C:::rud¥n:n:'::;ef,i:i:tc:!Lf::CF::::8:ti:%r=,ac:::::;uin8basis
underscorc`d   the   indispc\r`sahility   c`f  such   counsel   and  wisdom   iri   c.ur   collc`ctive
endeavours.     matever  has  bc.n  achicvcid   during  the   s6sion.   I  am  convinced,
would   ric`t:   have.  been   possible   ``Tere   it   not   for   the  inanifest  will   and
detc`rmination  of  all   the  Monbc>r  St,1tcs  reprt`sentcd  hc.re,   in  extending  their
full   and  unstint].ng  su,ppr)rt   for  the  c`ffeccive  conduct   c]f  this   Important   organ
of   thc   United   l]at:ic`ns.

I   should   like   [r`   th.ink   lnc`st   §incc`rely  all   thc`  Vice-Prcsidcmts   T\7ho§e
assistance  has   hc``-n   indispc`n§ablc   t®  mc  `in   the   pc`rformance   of  ny   duties.     My
warm  thanks   also  go  to   thc`  Chairnen  find  off icers   of  the  yrain  Crmittces   fr`r
thc.ir  c®-opc`rL.ticn   and   understanding   through/out   the   ses§].on   and  especially   for
the  c>ffeccive  mannc`r   in   T.Jhich   thcy  havc-,issi§ted   the   Asscmbly   and  brought   it
to  a   successful   conclusion.

I   cannot   say  enough   ,about   Chc   on[standing  rrjle  `^Jhich   the  United  Nations
Sccrc`taricit   plays   ir`   rc!sponding   t®  the  needs   ®f   this   Organization.     Ity   three
months   a.s   Prl`sident  have   placed  mc   in   a   privilc`gc`d   po§ition   of  wc`rking  closely
with  the  Secretariat   in  thci   disch,qrgc  of  this  responsibility.

First  and  fc`rcmo§t,   I   should   like   to  pay  a   particular   trihutc   to  our
Sccrtitary-General,   ny   friend  Dr.   Waldhl`im,   a  in.st   dedicated  diplomt   and  an
outstanding  administrator.     His   cormitmen[  to   the   cause   of  wc)rlcl   peace   and
justice   and  his   deep  ccnccrn   for   the  well-being  of  mankind  are   indisputable.
Thrr.ugh<nit   th.  sts8ion,   despite  his   rjther   cxtrenely  heavy  and  ciqually

(mr'rc, )

®

*



-11- Press   Release  GA/6145
20   Decehoer   1979

*

®

inportant  re8ponsibilitic.a  as   the  chief  administrator  of  this  Organization.  he
hag  "de  hinself  available  at  all  tines  and  9s§isted  actively  and  faithfully
in   all   phases   of   the  work  of  the  Assembly.   re£1ccting  the  views   ®£  our
collective  concern.

I  wish  also  t®  thank   thc-ontirc   family  of  the  United  Nations   Secretariat
--the  interpreters,   the  translators,   the  prL`ci8-writers  and  verbatin
reporters,   the  conference,  dficum€nt8  and  press   officers,  and  all   the  staff
members  without  whose  collective   assistance   it  would  not  have  been  possible
for   the  As§ent}1y  to  have  acconplished   the   tasks   that  wc.re  before   it.     All   of
then  havc`   done  a   superb   job.

Clearly,   it   is  riot  possible   in  an  address   of  this  nature  to  singlc`  out
personalities.     I   an  confidc`nt,  however,   that   this  A9§embly  `Jill   understand   it
`,tell   i£  I  make  a  special  rent:ion  of  my  cr)llcague   to  ny  left,   the
Under-Secretary-General   for  Political   and  General  Assembly  Affairs,   Mr.
Buff un.     Mr.   Buff un,  has  been  not   only  an   outstanding,   knovledgcable,
dedicated   and  amiable  colleague,  but  has  been  a  source  of  constant   inspiration
and  encouragement  to  all   of  us.     His  diligi.nee,  his  devotion  and  his   loycllty
to  the  Organiz;ation  are  well  knom.     Throughout   thc8c   three  months,   I  have
enjoyed   the  benefit   of  his   utmost  dedication   to  the  work  of  the  United  Nations
and  his  experience   in  the  practices   and  procedures  of  this  Organization;  his
perceptive  guidance  has   proved   invaluable   to  me   in  the  discharge   c>f  ny  work.
The  kncwlcdge,   accumulated  wisdan,   cxpcrience   and   dedication   o£  Mr.   Buffum's
assistants,   a  sir`gularly  outstanding  group  of  international  civil  servants,   is
indeed  a   source   of  pride   to  the  members   of   this  Assembly.

In  concluding,   I  should  like  to  say  that   the  sl`ssion  has  been  an
extremely  rewarding  one   for  ne  as  PrcBident   and  I   Should  like  to  assure
members   that   I   shall   cont:inue   to  do  ny  very  tjest  to  reciprocat:e   the
friendship,   co-nperaticn  and  understanding  all   of  yc",  without  exception,  have
8o  generously  extended   to  mc   in   ttie  past   three  months   during  which  I  have  had
the  pleasure  of  Serving  you  end  serving  this   inportant   organ  of  the  United
Nations.     Allow  rm  also  to  take  this   opportunity  to  express  ny  deep
appreciation  of  the  kind   and  generous  rcmrk8  made  by  delegations  about  me  and
about  ny  country,   the  United  Republic   of  Tanzania,  both  within  and  outside   the
meetings   ®f  the  Assembly.     To  all   of  thc8e   dcilegations,   I  express  my
gratitude.     I  ccmsider  their  kind  words  d8  a  generous   tribute   to  ny  country
md  my  continent.

I  wish  you  all   the  very  best   for   the  holiday  Season.   a  happy  new  year  and
certainly  a  better  decade.
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STATEMENT   BY PRESIDENT   OF   GENERAL  ASSEMBIiY  ON SOU"EEN  REOI)ESIJ}.

Following  is  the  text  of  a  statement  made  by  the  President  of  the  General
AsserL.bly,   Sa.rim  A.  Salim  (United  Republic  of  Tanzania),  this  afternoon  in  the
Assembly:

0

On  behalf  of  the  General.  Assembly  I  wish  to  tha,nk  the  Permanent  Representa,t,ive
of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  important  information  he  has  just  inparted  to  the
Assenbly.    I  am  sure  that  I  am  reflecting  the  sentiments  of  all  of  us  here  in
expressing  satisfaction  at  the  successful  conclusion  of  the  agreement  betwe.en
the  parties  to  the  conference,  especially  aft,er  such  a,  long  and  arduous  process
r)f ,negc)tiat,ion  at  Lancaster  House.

More  important,  howevel`,  we  are  al.i  keenly  aware  that  the  signing  of  this
a,greement  signif ies  the  beginning  of  the  prc>cess  leading  tc>  the  free  and
unfettered  exercise  by  the  people  of  Zimt]abwe  of  their  long-fought-for  rights
i,o  national  independence  and   to  full  sovereign  natic>nhood.    This  agreement  also
marks   the  culminatic>n  of  a,  long  struggl.e  which  har5  involved  great  sacrifices,
both  human  and  rna,terial.

Speaking  from  the  point  of  view  c>f  the  United  Nations,   it  is  a  source  of
satisfa,ctic>n  also  the,t  the  consideration  of  an  item which  has  engaged  the  close
and  contimiing  attent,ion  of  this  wcirld  body  for  a  number  of  years  is  now  on  t,he
verge  c>f  being  concl.uded   on  siich  a  happy  note.

I  should  like,  however,  to  stress  once  again  at  this  critical  juncture  the
grave  and  continuing  responsibility  of  this  Orga,nizat,ion  to  remain  evfr  active
ar.a  ever  vigilant  until  the  rights  of  the  people  cif  Zimbabwe  have  been  fully
exercised .

I  believe  that  congratulations  are in  c>rder:    congratula.tions  to  those how
have  foucht  and  sacrificed  go  nuch  -- and here  I wish to  pay  particular tribute
to  the memory  Of  the many who  have lost  their  lives  in  order  that  their  country
should be  free;   congratulations  to  the United Kingdom which,  aB  the  8,dministering
Pr,wer,  assumed.  its  responsiblllty  a.nd  und.ertook  negotlatlons  seriously.    In
extending  congratulations  to  the United  Kingdom  I  with  al.so  to  underscore  t,he
seriousne86  of  the  reBpongibility  and  undert,cklngg which  the  administering Power
has  assured,  particularly with  regard to  ensuring  Bcrupiulous adherence to  a,nd
inplcmer.tation  Of  the  agreenent  that  has been  concluded.

*  *jt*  *
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BY   GENERAL   ASSEMBLY   PREST.DENT   ON   HUMLAN   RIGHTS   DAY

The   following   statement  by   the   President   of   the `General   Assembly,   Salim
Ao   Salim   (United  Republic   o£   Tanzania),    is   issued   in  connexion  with  Human
Bights   Day,   today:

Decia::Ode::i::¥::::i:;::s£::on::::::Ontob¥o::::i:u::I:ieAS;:e:i:yiu:i:in:¥Tn:::rsaL
lanc!marks   in   the  humanitarian  work   of   the  wc)rid  Organization.

Tr.e   first   international   instrument   to  define  and  enshrine  the  concept   of
htman  rigivt§   a::1d  to  claim  universal   support  and  validity,   the  Declaration   i§
as   coxprehensive   in   it:s  content  as   it   is  universal   in   its   scope.     Set   forth   in
the  Declaratio:1   in  a  most  detailed   form  is   a  solemn  pledge   to  humanity  by  all
the   peo|)1es   of  the  United  Nations,   in  which   they  reaffirm  their   indomitable
faith   in  bag.ic  human  rights,   in   t.ne  dignity   of  the  hur`an  person  and   in   the
equal  right:a   of  all  without  exception.

Cclming   into   force   in   the  aftermath  of  a  conflict  which  had  caused
incalculable  human   loss   and  suffering,   the  Declaration  represented  a  universal
consensus   of   the   conscience   of  [mnkind,   the   observance   of  which  has   become   art
irrefutable  code   of  conduct   for  all   Scat:es,   and  which   is   as  relevant   as  ever
today.     Reinforced   and   supplemented  by   the   provisions   embodied   in   the
Covenants   on  Civil   and  Political   Rights   and   on  Econonic,   Social   and  Cultural
Rights,   the  Declaration  has   indeed  ensured   the  progressive  achievements  by   the
United  Nations   in   the   protect:ion   and   pro]Iiotion  of  human  rights   that  have  been
witnessed   over   the  past   three   decades.

Yet,   as   we   commemorate   Human   Rights   Day   once   again,   the  world   community
is  confronted  with  a  situation  in  which,  by  no  stretch  of  the   imagination,   can
it   pretend  that   the  hiatus   between  aspirations  and  reality   is  being
effectively  bridged  or  that  gross,   flagrant  and  consistent  violations   of  the
most  basic  human  rights   are  not   taking  place   daily  throughout   the  world.

It   is   self-evident   that   this   community  of  nations,   cormitced  as   it   is   Co
the  noble  and  lofty  principles   of  the  Declaration,   can  no  longer  afford  to
tolerate  a  world  where  apartheid  can  be  a   Scat.e's   official   policy  and  where
racial   discrimination  continues   unabated,   a  world  where  countless  millions,   on
several   continents,   are   deliberately  uprooted  and  Tnade   to  endure  untold
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Suffering,   a  world  where  many  groups   of   peoples   are   Subjected   t:o  alien
domination  and   foreign  occupation  or   live   in  abject   poverty,   a  world  where
individuals,   young  and   old,` are   shamelessly   exploited,   or  a  world  where   the
rights   of   the  peoples   to  development  are  consl:ancly  disregarded.

Nor   can  the  world  coTununity   tolerate`  any   other   forms   of  violation  of
hurian  rights   and   fundamental   freedoms,   which  have   in   sotne   respects   become
recurring  p.nenomena  under   one   pretext   or  another.

Let   u§   on   this   day,   therefore,   rededicate   ourselves   to   the  conplete  and
speedy   implementation  of   the  Universal  Declaratiot`  of  Human  Rights,   as   further
elaborated   in,  other   related   instruments,   for  we,   the  peoples   of  the  United
Nations,   do  clearly  possess   the  means   and  the   capacity   to  meet   the   challenges
before  usa     Let   us   resolve   to   take   the  I.ecessary  steps   leading   to   the
cittainment  of  the  ob.iectives   of   the  Declaraticn,   which  hold  the   promise   that
all  human  beings  ,will   at   last  e[ijoy   their   Inherent  rights   in  a  world   in  `iJhlch
freedom,   justice   and  peace  `till   ultimately   prevail.
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STATEiiiEiilT   ON    INTERNATIONAL   I)AY

OF   Sol,IDAIZITY   WITH   PALE.STli`IIAN   'PEOPLE

Text   of  statement   by   the   President   of   the   General   Assembly,   Salim  A.
Salim   (United   Republic   of  Tanzania),   made   before   the   Cormittee   on   the   Exercise
of   the   lr\alienable   Rights   of   the   Palestir`ian   People,   on   the   occasion  of   the
International   Day  of  Solidarity  `/ith   the   Palestinian  People.

The   long  history  of   the   United   l`{ations   involvement  with   regard   [o   the
question   of  Palestine   imposes   on   the  world  body  a   special   and  urgent
respc)nsibillty   to   See   Co   it   that   justice   is   done   in   respect   of   the  Palestinian
People.      The   dec:ision   of   the   General   Assembly   to   observe   this   day   as   the
International  Day  o£   Solidarity  with   the  Palestinian  People   i8   therefore  not
just  a  matter  of   symbolic   significance.      IC   is   an  affirination   of   the
Commitment   of   the   international   community   [o  strive   indet-atlgably   for   the
realization   c.f   the   inalienable   rights   of   the   Palestinian   people.     Through   thls
occasion,   the   General   Assembly  hopes   t:o   enlighten   and  lnobilize   international
pul]1ic   opinlon   towards   the   a[tainmeric   of   the   lot.[y   objectives   of   the   United
Nations   on  the  question  of  Palestine.

These   objectives   have   Lieen   clearly   set   out   in  a   number   of   resolutions
adopted  by  the  Assembly  over   the  years.     It   is   particularly  relevant   in  this
context   to   recall   Chat   the   General   Assetnbly  has   repeatedly   called   for   the   full
and  speedy  exercise  by  the   Palestinian  people  of   their  right   to  self-
determlrla[1on  without   external   interference   and   to   national   independence   and
sovereignty,   as  well  as   their  right   to  return   to   their  homes   and  property   from
which   they  have   been   c.i6placed   anci   uprooted.      In   so   c!oirig,    the   Assembly  has
been  deeply  conscious  of   the   centrali[y  of   the  Palestinian  question   in  the
entira  l'Iidcile  East   dispute.

Indeed,   events   in   the   iJ]idille   East   during   t:he   past   decade  have   shown  ir`ore
clearly  than  ever  before   that  a   just   Solution  of  the  problem  of  Palestine.
which   is   at   the  very  core   of   the  Midclle   East   ccmflict,   remains   the   condition
sine   qua  non  of   a   lasting  peace   iri   the   area.     A  comprehensive   settlement
covering  all   aspects  of   the  I;iddle   East   dispute   cannot   be   conceived  without
regard   to   the   inalienable   rights   of   the  Palestinian  people.     At   the   same   time,
proceedmg   from   this   widely  cicknowledged   truism,   there   is   an   increasing

( more )
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recognition  that   there  cannot  be  a   just  and   lascing  peace   in  the  Middle  East
withou[   the  effective   involvement  and  participation  of   the  Palestinian  people
and  their  representative,   the  Palestine   Liberation  Organization   (PLO).

Mr.   Chairman,

Four   times   in  the   life  of  the  United  Nations,   the  Middle  East  has  been
plunged   into  awesome  conflicts  which  have  not  only  affected   the   lives   of
millions  of  human  beings   in   the  area  but  have  also  seriously  and  repeatedly
endangered   iriternational   peace   and  security.     As  we  are  well   aware,   the
situation  remains  most  critical   and  explosive,   as  uncertainty,   discord  and
vic)1ence   con[i.iue   Co  prevail   in   the   area.

As  we  commemor;.:e   the   International   Day  of  Solidarity  with   the
Palest:inian  Pec>ple,   it  I,ecomes   all   the  more   important   that  we   should   firmly
rededicar.e  ourselves   to   the  promotion  of  a  genuine  and  lasting  settlement  of
the  Middle  East  conflict.     It   is   quite  clear   that   the  attainment  of  such  an
objective  I.Jill   c.ont:i.nue   to   elude  us   unless   the   core   of   I:he  Middle  East
conflict,   namely  the  Palestinian  question,   is  resolved.     We  must   therefore
work  di.1igently   for   the  realization  of  that  objective  and   for   the  creation  of
all   t:he  conditions  which  are   indispensable   for  a   just  and   lasting  peace   in  the
area.     These   include  the  realization  of  the   inalienable  rights  of  the
Palestinian  people   to  self-determinat:ion,   including  th  right   to  establish  an
independent  scale,   the  right  of  all   States   in   the  area   to  an   independent
e¥istence  and  the  strict  observance  of  the  principle  of  nan-acquisition  of
territory  t`y  force.

The   International   Day  of  Solidarity  with   the   Palestlnian  People  provides
an  opportur`e  occasion  for   the  world  community   to  reiterate  once  again   its
solemn  corrumitment  and  determination   to  extend   the  maximum  support   to   the
Pales[inian   people  and   Co  as8ociat:e   i[§elf  ivi[h   the   defence   of   their   cause.
In  this   context,   and   in  keeping  with  the  mandate  of  the  General  Assembly,   it
is   incumbent   on  all   of  us   to  work  closely  and  co-operate   fully  with   the
Committee  on   the  Exercise  of  the   Inalienable  Rights  of  the   Palestinian  People
in  the  discti.arge  of   its   important   task,   to  enable   the  people  of  Palest:ine   to
d3cide   their   own  destiny   in  accordance  i7ith   their   freely  expressed  wish   and
their   true  aspirations.     For  only  through  our  collective  efforts  and  through
the   scrupulous,   speedy  and  complete   implementation  of   the   relevant   decisions
of   i:he  U-,iited  Nations  can  the   injustice   inflicted  upon  the  people  of  Palestine
be   corrected  at:   last.

Befoie  concluding,   I   should   like   to  acknowledge  with  appreciation  the
Very   importalit  'Jork  carried  out  by   the  Cormitl:ee   on  the  Exercise  of  the
Inclien{^,ble   Rights   of   the   Palestinian  People,   under   the  outstanding  and
dedicated   leadership  o£  Ambassador  Medoune   F`all   of   Seriegal.      The   role   of   the
CcIT...`.ittee  wi..him   the  context   of   the  Organization's   Search   for  a   Solution   to
the  Middle  Ea:`t  conf lict  cannot  be  over-emphasized.     I   should   like   in   this
regard   to  reaffirm  my  personal  conviction   that   the  skill,   wisdom  and
perception  demonstrated  by   the  Cormictee   Chairman,   my   friend  and  colleague,
Arr,ba§sador  Fall,   `./ill   long  be   remembered  ancl   t:hat   the  high   standards  he  has

(more)
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set  will  cont:inue   to  be  upheld  by   the  Committee   towards   the  attairment  of  our
common   objectives.

Finally,   I  wish   to   express  my   thanlcs   [o   you,   Mr.   Chairman  and   to   all   the
members  of  the  Committee   for   the  kind   invitation  extended   to  me   to   take  part
in   this   important:   and   solemn  meeting.
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ASSEMBI.Y   PRESIDENT   REPEATS   I-\PPEAI.  FOR   RELE/\SE

OF   UNITEI)   STATES   HOSTAGES   IN   IB,`IN

®               sai|mT£:  5::::W{3:i:::t;:;::I:: :=h;::z::i:?ew:=::::n±o::yihe  General  Assembly,

The  President  wishes  to  express  his   personal  gratification  and  appreciation
at  the   release  of  the   13  American  hostages  1.7hich  tools  place   yesterday.     At  the
same  time,   however,   he   reiterates  his  deep  concern  at   the   continued  detention
of  the  remaining  dip].omatic   personnel  at  the  Embassy.     In  this  respect,   the
President  recalls   the   appeal  he   had  addressed  to  Ayatol.lab  Khomeini  on  9  N)Vember
1979  that  a,ll  the  hostages  be  released  iunediately.     The  President  wishes  to
reiterate  this  appeal  and  to  express  his  particular  concern  that  the  remaining
hostages  I)e  released  without  delay.

The  President  is  convinced  that  the  call  for  the  release  of  the  hos.tages
represents  the   collective  concern  of  the   internationa,1  community  who  clearly
feel  strongl.y  that  the   sanctity  of  diplomatic   premises  and  dipl.onatic  personnel
must  be  respected,  without  any  exceptions,   at  all  times.     It  is  the  fervent  hope
of  the  President  that  the  action  by  the  Iranian  authorities  to  rel.ease  the  13
hostages  will  be  followed  with  the  release  of  all  the   other  hc)stages.

The  President  feels  that  whatever  the  bilateral  differences  and  areas  of
concern  between  the  United  States   and  Iran,   it  is  crucial  that  international.  law
and   practice   gciverning  the  treatment   of  diplomatic  missic)ns  and  their  agents
be   scrupulousl.y  observed.
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ASSEMBIjY   PRESIDENT'S   STATEMENT   MARKING

TWENTIE"  ANNIVERSARY  OF   DECLARATION  OF RIGHTS   OF   CHII.D

As semgTL;, fg:i::±£:  5:LEfe t5:¥€e:fR:::b:i:t:Fe::n:¥nE:;, =:,s,±=n:h:ft::;t::g:rat
anniversary  of  the  I)eclaratic>n  of  the  Rights  of  the  Child.     It  was  delivered
this  morning  &t  t,he  plenary  meeting  of  the  Assembl.y:

Today,   20  Noverfuer,   marks  a  milestone  in  United  Nations  history.     Twenty
years  ago,   in  this  very  Hall,   our  Organization  unanimously  adopted  the
I)eclaration  of  the  Right,s  of  'Ghe  Child,  based  on  the  conviction  that  mankind
owes  to  the  child  the  best  it  has  to  give.

How  far  have  we  cone   in  these  t,wenty  years?     How  much  closer  to  meeting
the  physical,   moral.,   material  and  emotional  needs  of  those  who,   in  another
twenty  years,   will  be  taking  the  decisions  u.pon  which  the  peace  and  prosperit,y,
perhaps  the  very  survival.  of  our  world,  will  depend?

In  the  year  that  is  drawing  to  a  close  our  act,ention  has  been  focused,
as  never  before  in  United  Nations  hist,ory,   on  the  child.     In  many  countries,
in  many  commuriities  and  in  many  homes  around  the  world,   people  have  been  asking
themselves  why,   twenty  yea,rs  after  these  principles  were  proclaimed,   nil.1.ions
of  chil.dren  are  stil.i  homeless,   sick  and  hungry,  why  so  many  are  neglected,
exploited  or  abused,  why  their  voices  are  so  seldom  heard,  l.Jhy  their  welfare
is  not  at  the  heart  of  every  development,  plan.

Onl.y  a  mont,h  ago, this  Assembly  examined  the  furt,her  intemational  action
required  to  turn  the  Declaration  into  a  global  reality.    Some  Member  States
fel'c  that,as  a  proclama.tion  of  principl.es, it  had  no  binding  effect,  and  cal.led
for  a  mechanism  for  monitoring  its  implemeute.tion,  while  others  considered  it
preferable  to  have  the  moral  force  of  a  universally  accepted  stat,ement  c)f  intent
rather  than  a  convention  requiring  years  to  ra,tify.    Still.  others  hel.a  that  the
ten  principles  contained  in  the  Declaration  should  be  expanded  to  correspond  more
accurately  to  present-da,y  realities  and  practices.

Notwithstanding  these  difl-ering  points  of  view,  there  emerged  through
the  AssembLy's  discussicin  an  overwhelming  recognition  of   the  urgent  need  to
extend  assistance,   on  an  emergency  basis,  t,o  nil.lions  of  children  in  all
corners  of  the  world  who  continue  to  suffer  from  hunger,   disease,  abuse  and
negl.ect,.    Indeed,   in  this  International  Year  of  the  Child,   the  world  is  aware,
as  never  before,   of the  solemn  promises e  rmde  here  twenty  years  ago:     that,
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the  child  shall  enjoy  special  protection  and  shall  be  given  opportunities  and
f'aeilities,   Dy  law  and  by  other  means,   to  enable  him  to  develc>p  physically,
mentally,   morally,   spiritually  and  socially, in  a  healthy  and  normal  manner  and
in  conditions  of  freedom  and  dignity.

Let  us  resolve  this  day  i,o  redouble  our  efforts  to  translate  into  a
universal  reality  the  noble  objectives  set  forth  in  t,he  Declaration,  so  as
tc>  put  an  irrevocable  end  i,o  the  tragic  conseq.uences  confronting  the  sirffering
children  of  the  world.

a
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AssEnmL¥   pREslDIENT's   sTATEMEiIT  AT  FUNI)  pl,EDGING FOR  unlcR

Folio.wring  is  the  text  of  a  statement  by  Salim A.  Salim  (United  Republic  of
Tanzania)  at  the  General  Assembly's Ad  Hoe  Committee  for  the  Announcement  of
V¢luntary  Contributions  of  the  1980  Programme  of  the  United  Nations  IIigh
Cdrmissioner  for  Refugees   (UNICR);

It  is  an  unforturiate  truism  of our  time  that  the  problems  which  lead  to
refugee  situations  ha,ve  become  all  too  familiar.    Indeed,  never  before  has  the
Plight  o±.  refugees  and  displaced  persons  assimed  such  critical  dimensions.     VJhile
wc)rid-wide  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  serious    difficulties  encountered  in
SblJith.East  Asia,  refugee  situnt,ions  in  Africa,  I,atin  America  and  elsewhere  coutinue
to  demand  equally  pressing  attention.

The  critical  needs  of  refugees  and the  basic  solutions  to  their  mounting
problems  have  been  the  same  throughout  history  end  across  the  world:     refugees
must  be  fed9  clothed    and  sheltered with  the  utmost  urgency  and without  any  pre-
conditions  or  reser-v.ations  whatever;  they  need to  be  repatriated,  if  condit,ions
so  allow,  or  resettled  and  integrated  in  new  societies  so  that  they  may  Play  a
c6nstructive  role  in  t,heir  new  envirorment.

We  are  assembled  here  today  to  facilitate  the  pledging  of  contributions  by
Governments  towards  the  fulfilment  of  the  universal  mission  of  the  UNHCR.     ThF~t
mission,  which  represents  the  collective  htmanitarian  concern  of  the  `rol.1d
community,  has  become  more  urgent,9  more  challenging  and  in  many  ways  more  complex.
i.re  all  have  clear  responsibilities  to  ensure  the  fulfilment  of  this  mission.    The
financial  contributions  which  have  been  comitted  in  the  past  and will  be  cormit,ted
t6day  are  an  important  and  indeed  indispensable  element  in  the  realization  C)f  the.+.
Sacred  objective  of  providing  protection  to  the  refugees  and  alleviating  their
plight.    The  refugee  problems  are  the  problems  of  hunan  beings  and their  solutior.`s
are  solirfeions  that  aim  at  giving  h`man  beings  a  chance  for  a  new  life.     There  is
h¢wever,  no  escaping  from the  fact  that  those  solutions  have  also  to  t)e  seen  in
the  context  of  financi&1  tens.

As  a  result  of  the  ever-growing  size  and  complexity  of  the  refugee  problems
ih  various  parts  of  the  world  during  the  recent  past.  the  already  diffic-lilt  task  of
the  UIIHCR  }ies  considerably  expanded  in  both  its  scope  and  its  magniture.     While
tt|.e  responses  received  a,t  the  recent  pleasing  conferences  have  demonstrated  I,he
manifest  deterrina,tion  and  goodwill  of  the  na.tions  participating,  in  terms  o-`  the
massive  req.uirements  confronting  the  world  comi]nity  t,oday  it  is  self-evidcr`+.  that
crly  through  a  dramatic  increase  in  the  High  Cormis§ioner's  resources  will  tt`.eOffice behisbeen  ent,rusted towhich  hasmission  fo
shecessfully
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This  is  a  Considerable  sum,  and  it  is  only with  the  goodwill  and  the  fullest
co-operation  of  a.Il  of  us  here  that  such  a,  sun  can  be  raised  today  and  in  the
months  to  come.

In  expressing ny  personal  gratitude  and  appreciation  to  the  High  Cormissioner
for  the  dynamic  role  he  has  played  in  this  regard,  I  should  like,  therefore,  t,o
address  ny  earnest  appeal  to  au  to  pledge  their  support  for the  cause  of  humanity.
by  offering  the  maximum  possible  financial  contribi.Tbion  a,t  our  meeting  today.     It
is  ny  sincere  hope  that  the  High  Commissioner  will  b€  able  to  leave  this  roc)in today
with  the  a,ssurance  that  a  substantial  proportion  of  his  1980  programme  for  refugees
needs  will  very  shortly  be  met.    For  the  fa,te  of  suffering  millions  who  are
struggling  for  their  very  existence  depends  largely  on the  generosity  and  magnanii®

®

mity  of  each  and  every  one  of  us  partaking  in  i,his  important  Conference  today.
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A   spokesman   madc`   the   following   scat.ment   today  on   behalf   of   thc`   President
of   thf>   Gc`rc>ral   Assembly,    Salim   A.    Salim   (United   Rc.public   of   T8nzar`ia);

"The  Pro_sident   has   been   following   the  developments   in   Iran   `.Jith   greatest

concern.     rl¢   is   very  much   concc`rned   at   the   safety   and   security  of  American
personr`el   not.t   held   as   host.ages.

''I]e  has   becin   in   cor`sultation   i`7tth   `i   number   of   {Jelegations,    including   th.,

charge   d'affairc`s   of   Iran.

"t[c`   is   schedul.ed   to   mc`et   tlici   charge   d'affair.s   again   today   at   12:30   p.in.

''The  Presidc`nt   is   sc`Tlding   a   personal   in.ssage   to   the   Ayatollah,    appealing

for   rTio   releasci   of   t:he  liostagc`s."
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ASSEMBLY   PRESIDENT'S   STATEMENT.   ON   NAMIBIA   SOLIDARITY   WEEK

The  following   is   the  text  of  the  statement  by  the  President  of  the
General   Assembly,   Salim  A.   Salim   (United   Republic  of   Tanzania),   t:oday   at   the
Solem  Meeting  of  the  Council   for   Namibid  held   to   cotlmemorate   the  Week  of
Solidarity  with   the  People  o£   Nanibia   and   their   libera[ion  movement,   SWAPO;

The  observance  of  the  Week  of  Sollddrity  `./ith   the  Pcoplc  o£  Namibia   and
their   liberation  movement,   SWAPO,   had   added   Significance   this   year   for,   as
meribers   arl`  aware,   the  General   Assembly  has   proclaimed   1979   as   the
lnccrnational   Year  of   Solidarity  with   the  People  of  Namibia.

Activc  solidarity   is   indeed   indispensdbll`  if  we  are  t.o  douonstratc
effectivel}'  our   support   for   the  suffc!ring  people  of  Namibia  by  more   than  tner.`
words   dad  if  we  wish   to  make  a  positive  con[ribution   to   the  scrugglc  they  have
t)eon  waging   for   so   long  against   the   forces   of  repression   aT`d   inhumar`ity.     The
responsibility  of  the  worl.d  co!Iimunity   in   this   regard   is   Indeed   a  grave  one,
in  viGly  particularly  of   the  acknowledged   intertiational   accountability   ln
respect  of  thl.  Territory.

After  a   long  §eri.e§   of  unsuccessful   attempts   and  after   intensive  and
arduous   negotiations,   it  appeared   for   a  while  that  a  solution  had   finally  been
found  which  would  put:   an   end   to   the  bloodshed   and  enable   the  people  of   Namibia
to  c`xercisc`  at   last   their   Inalienable  right   to  self-determination  and
independence.     For   the   adoption   of  Security   Council   [esolu[ion  435   (1978)   and
the  followiip  implenentation  plan  by  the  Secretary-General  had   indeed  heralded
the  hope   for   a  new   beginning   for   Namibia.      This.   hor]7ever,   has   not   cone   to   pegs
and,   to   our   deep  regret,   Ndmlbia  continues   to  suffer   the  ordeal   and
hurrLilLdtion   of   South  Africa's   illegal   occupation.

The  current  stalemat_|`  over   the   issue  has  one,   and  only  one  cause:     it   is
South  Africd'§   intransigcnce   ar`d   its   contiriucd  defiarice  of  the  will   of  the
international  community  alone,   which   is   preventing   the  process   of   fulfilling
t:hc  objectives   of  the  dccision§   of  the  Organization.   particularly  those  o£
Security  Council  resolution  435   (1978).     Thus,   the  effor[s  of  all   concerned   to
bring  about   the  early   independence  of  the  Terrltory  through   free  elections
under  the   supervision   and  control  of   the  United   Nations  reimin  ol)structed,   as
South  AfrLca  continucs   t:o   resort   [o  various  manoeuvres   in  order   to  mairitain
its   domination  over  the  international  Territory.

(more)
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It   is   also   a  matter   of   sl`rious   concern   Chat   the   South  African
authori[ies,   in   Chc  proci`ss   of  further  consolida[ing  their   illc.gal   rule   in  the
Territory,   have   Intensified   their   rcpres§ion  of   Namibidns.     Particular  viccims
of   the   repression   had   been   the  lqdmiDidr`   patriots,   mcnbers   of   SWAPO.   who,   ds   to
bc   cxpcctcd,   have  consistently  opposed   South  Africa's   attcmpt   to   keep   the
cntirc  Ncimibidn   pc!oplc  under   subjugatior`.      Equally  disturbing   is   the   i.act
that,   in   additicm   tc)   the   internal   repression,   the   South  African   authorities
have  also   Intensified   thcir   a[mcd   aggression   against   the  iii.ighbourlng
independent   States   of  Angola   and   Zambia.     These   cvent§   alonci,   as  members   .Jill
agree,   congtitutc   a   serious   thri.at   to   peace  and  secu[i[y  of  the  rt:gion,  wlth
fat-reaching   implications   for   the  maintenance  of   International   pc`ace   and
secur Icy .

Agcllnst   this   background,   the  rc`ported   dctonation   of  a  nuclear   devicc   by
South  Africa   gives   grciund   for   an   cvcn   greater   source  of   concern   and   alarm.
For,   if   the  rcpcirc   proves   valid,   it   will   have   to   be  viewed  within   the  context
of   the  overshado`ving   implications   of   the  most   serious   threat   to  peace   and
sccurity   not   only  of   the  rlgion   but   also  of  the  world   as   a  whole.

The   in[crnacional   community,   whLch  has   assumed   the  responsibility   for   the
administrdtion   of   [hc`  N`imibia   until   Its   indcpondonce,   is   left   with   a  very
clear-cut   course  of   action.      In  view  o£   South  Africa's   defiance  of   its   will,
the  United   Nacior`s   must   lcc   it   bc  rnadc  clear   that   it  will   not   tolerd[c.   fuL-thor
manocuvrcs,   and   it  must,   in  no   ur`certain   terms,   denonstratc   its   detcrmination
to   bring  justicc,   freedom   dud   indepondencc   to   Namibici   and   to   Its   opp{|`sscd
pcOp1c.

In   this   undertaking,   i[   is   impcrativc   that,   having  long  rccognized
Namibia's  valiant   national   llberation  movement,   SWAPO,   as   the   true
reprcscmtativl`  of  the  people  of  the  Territory,   the  world  coununity  continue   to
in[er`sify   its   all-out   support   for   the  struggle  of   the  pcoplc  of   Nanibid   to
regain   their   dignity  and  to   attain   their   genuine  national   mdepondence.

As   wc`  meet  here   today   to   pay   tribute   to   the   gallant   people  of   lJamibia   arid
thcir   national   liberation  niovanent,   SWAPO,   it   is   only  proper   [hdt  fu`c   should
also   acknciwlcdge   the   important  role   played  by   the   United   Nations  Council   for
Namibid,   under   [hc  dynamic   leadcrship  of  my   colleague,   friencl   and  'L]rother,
Ambassador  Paul   Lusaka,    in   ensuring   the   impLemcntdtion  of   the  decisions   of   the
General   Assenbly   in   regarc`   to   the   International   Territory.      Steadfastly   cind
paticr`tly,   the   United   Nations  Council   for   Nanibia  has   worked   towards,   and  has
indec`d   succeeded,   ir`   onlisting  world   support   for   the  just   struggle  of   the
Namibian  people,   and   in  mobilizing  world   public  opinion   in   their   favour.

It   is   my   sincere  hope   that   this   meeting  {.Jill   provide   a   fresh   opporLul`ity
for   the   International   coTnmunity   to   demonstrate   its   commitment   to  bring   Into
reality   a  genuinely   Independent   Nanibia,   and,   at   the  sdmc   Cime,   to  underscore
its   determination   to   assist   the  Council   for   Namibia   in   it.s   noble   task  and   Ln
the  dischargc  of  the  Important  tnandate   entrusted   to   it   by   thc`  General   A§si`mbly.

®
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ON   ACCESSION   TO    INI)EPENDENCE   ON   27   OCTOBER
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Following   ls   the   text  of  a  message  sent   today   the   tht:  Prcsidcnc  of  thl`
Gc.rier{1l   Assembly,    Sallm   A.    Salim   (United   Republic   c)f   Tcinzania)   Co   Sydney
Douglas   Gunmunro,   Governor-Cent.ral   of   St   Vinccmt   and   the  Grenddinc!s,   at
Govcrnmcnt   Housc:   in   Kings[on,    St.    Vincc`nt:

On  bc`half  of   thL`   General   Assembly   of   th{.`   United   Nations,    I   h.ivc   thl`
honciur   and  plc:asure  of   extl`ndmg   to   you,   to   thc`  Government   and   to   [hc   pl`opll}
of   St:.   Vincc`nt   and   the  Grcmjdinl`s   our   t7armc`st   congratulations   ol`   the  occasion
of  your   country's   acci`ssion   to   irLdi`p.ndlncc`   on   27   0ctobL`r.

I   ,mr\  part:icularly   proud   and   plc:asc`d   to   gri`et   St.   Vincent   and   the
Grenadinc!s   on   Its   .a.ttainmc`nt  of  the  objcctivi`s   of  the  Declaration  on   the
Gr,anting  of   Independence   to  Colonial  Countric`s   and  Pcoplcs   --thosci   objectives
which   the  United   Nation§   Spccial   Commi.ttuc  of  24  works   uncedsingly   to   .ttain
v7ith  rc=spcct   to   the  renaining   colonial   Territories.

I   tcikc  plcasurc   in   si`nding   to   th`?  pclopl.  of  your  country   the  best  `^7ishcs
of   the  Mcmbers   of   thi`  United   Nations   for   a   pcaciful   ,md   prosperous   fucurc.      I
am   confidlnt,   that,   as   ci   new   sovcrc`ign  nation,   your   country  vi7ill   make   ci
significant   contribut:ion   to   the   cdiisQ  of  worl.d   peace,   dud   I   look   forw[ird   to
co-operating  closi!ly  with  your  Govl`rnmln[   ln   securing   Chl`  objectives   ctf   Chc
United   Na,tions.
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PRESIDENT

ON   DEATH   OF   PRIME   l`lINISTER   0F   SWAZILAND

Following   is   the   text  of  a  statenent  made  this  morning   in  the  General
Assonbly  by  the  Prcsidcnt,   Salim  A.   Salim   (Uni[cd   Republic  of   Tanzania),    in
tributc   to   the  memory  of   the  Priml`  Ministef  of   Swaziland,   who   died  on   24
0ct:ober.,

®

"We  have  learned  `.Ji[h  deep  sorrow   of  the  untimely  passing  of  the  Prime

Minister   of   the   Kingdom  of   Swaziland,   Major   General   Maphevu   Dlamini,   on
Wednesday,    24  October,    in   Mba'oane.

"The  death  of  }iajor  General   Dlamini   i§   an   Irreparable   loss   not  only   to
Swaziland,   but   [o   Africa   as   a  whole,   particularly   at   a   time  when  wisdom,
leadership  and  guidance  of  all   cor)cerned  are  so   essential   in   the  nations'
search  for  peace   and   justice  with  respect   to   the  evolving  situation   in
southern  Africa.

"IIi§   death   is   also   a   loss   to   the  International   cormunity.

"His   passing   away  has   deprived   us   of  a   corrmitted   African   leader  who  had
devoted   a  gled[er  part  of  this   life  to   the  cause  of  a  united  Africd  and   I.o   the
restoration  of  human   dignity   and   equality.

t'On   behalf  of   the  General   Assembly,   I  ``'i§li   to   convey  my   deep  condolences

and  heartfelt  sympathy   [o  IIi§   Majesty,   King   Sobhuza   11,   and   the  Covernmen[   and
people  of  the  Kingdom  of  Swaziland,   and  to   the  befeavcd   fanily,   on   their
grievous   loss.      I  would  request   the   delegation  o£   Sv7azilarid   to  be  §o   kind   as
to   transmit   to   than  our  message  of  profound  condolences.

''1   invite  members   of   the  Assenbly   to   stand   and  observe  a  minut.a  o£
silence   in   tribute   to   his   memory."
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ASSEMBLY   PRESIl)ENT' S MESSAGE   FOR I)ISARMAMENT   WEEK
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The  following  is   the  text   of  a  message   in   connexion  .Jith   United  Nations
Disarmament  tJcek,   which  begins   today,   by   the  President   of   the  A§§embl.y,   Salim
A.   Salim   (United   Republic   of  Tanzania):

The  e§tabli§hment   of   the  United   Nations  was   ir`   re§ponge   to   the   Inevitable
necessity   to   provide   for   alternatives   to  Confrontations   and  vTar8.      It  was  a
practical   proclamation  of  the  resolute  comicment  of  the  States   founders  of
this  Organization   to   the   establishment   and  mairitenanc.  of  a  nco  world  which
would  be  in)re  Secure  and  more  harronlous,  without  depcnder`ce  on  armments   and
general  military  strength.     The  decigion   taken  by  the  General   Assembly  during
its   tenth  special   session   to   proclaim   the  week  Starting  24  October  as   a  ueek
devoted   to   fostermg  the  objectives   of  disarmanen[   ls   Chet.efore  slgrllficant   in
that   i[   links   the  desire  of  the  International   comunity  to  §eck  peace  with  the
day  of  the   founding  of  the  United  Nations.      It  also  symbolizes   the  desire  of
natlon§   to   embark  on  pursuing  the  elimmation  of  instruments  of  war,  which
casts  a   grim  shadow  on   the   future  prosperity  of  mankind,   and   Indeed   threatens
its  very  existence.

Not   only  have   the  stockpiles   of  armaments   and   the  arms   race  been   a   source
of   tension  and   insecurity,   they  have  also  affected   the  developmental   process
of  the  world.     The  imbalance  between  the     luxury  of  exorbitarit  military
expenditure  and   the  necessity   for   developmental   expenditure  requires  much
serious   dedicatiol`  and  determination   to   redress.     The  poverty  and  squalour
which  coexist  side  by  side  with   such  unnecessary  spendlng  on  armaments
represent  a  serious   challenge  to   the  declarations  and  resolutions  of  the
United   Nations   designed   to   promote  the  objective  of  development   and
particularly  to   facilitate   the  establishrnent  of  a  new   interrlational   ecoriomic
order.     All   citizens  of   the  world  must   parcicipate   ln  the  common   endeavour   in
pur§ult  of  this   noble  goal,   and,   so  as   to  secure  their   full   and  effc`ctive
participation,   it   is   imperative   to   increase   their   underst:anding  of  the  dangers
of  the  arms   race  and  the  need   for   its   cessation.     In  observing  I)isarlmment
Week,   all  nations  must  resolve   to   Cake  concrete  measures   in  order   to  mobillze
World   public  opinion,   thereby  generating  the  required   International   atmosphere
Conducive   to   implemencing  practical   steps   leading   .a   the  cessation  of  the  arms
race   and  working  totJards   general   and  complete  disarmamel`t.

(more)
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But   while   it   is   of   great   importance   to   launch  a   programti`_e  of   prcimo[ing
global   awareness,   it   should  bc   recognized   that   such   endeavours   would   bc  of
limited   effc`ct   in   so   far   as   the  actual   cessation  of   the   arms   race  and
disarmament   are  concerned   if   nations   do   riot  tna(te   fLrn  cofnlTiitTncnts   to   fc)llow
then  up  t`tith  the  political  will   [o  disarm.

Further,  `whilc   it   is   desi[able   t:hat  all   natioris   initiatc  and  carry  out
the   disseTnination  of  related   ir`formation   through   the  mechanisms   of
international   and  national   fora,   extensive  collaboration  and  co-operation
through   exchange   prograr[ilrles  between   nations   may  be  necessary   I:o  help   those  tJho
lack  the  expertise  and  the  technical   experience.     The  establishment  of   the
United   Nations   Fellowship  Programtne  on  I)isarmament  will   undoubtedly  make   an
important  contributions   towards   this   goal.

In   paying  tribute   to   the   unique  role  played  by  the  non-governmental
organiza[ion§   in   promo[ir`g   put.lie   awareness   of   the  daTLgc.rs   of   the  artns   i-ace
and   the  necessity   to   establish  more  rational   policies   responding   to   the
pressing  needs   of  the  world,   it   is   hoped   that   the  United  Nations   Centre  for
Disarmament  uill   intensify  its  activities   in  the  presentation  of  information
concerning  the  armaments   race   and   disarmament.      I  hope,   further,   that   the
Uriited   Nations   agencies   concerned,   especially   the   Unit.d   Nat:Ions   Educational,
Scientific   and   Cultural   Organization   (UNESCO),   will   embar[(  on   a   sustained
campaign  of  activities   aimed  at   facilitating  research   and   publications   on
disarinamerit  within   their   ficlds   of  competence.     It   is   gratifying  to  note   that
concrete  measures  have  been,   and  are  being   taken,   to   link  the  activities   of
the  non-government:al   organization  and  those  of  the  United   Nations   Centr.`  for
D i sarmamen I .

In  cormriemorating   this   week  as   a  week  devoted   entirely  to   fo§tering   t:h.
objectives   of   disarmament,   we  Should  seek   to   promote   dialogue   and   co-operation
and  be  guided  by   the   inherent  desire  for   peace  of  the  citizens   of  the  world.
We   should  work   to   ensure   that   the  significance  of   the  occa§ion   is  not
diminished  t)y   its  beit`g  permitted   to   degenerate   into   mere  annual   symbolic
gestiires.     The  occasion   should,   indeed,   provide  an  opportunity   to  reaffirm  our
detcrmination   to  redouble  our   efforts   in  promot:ing  the  objectives   of
disarmament   and   the   implementation  of   the  recommendations   and   decisions   taken
by  the  General   Assembly  during   its   tenth   special   sessiori   devoted   Co
d i sarTnament .

®
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ssEMBLy   pREslDENI is  sTATnfflNT   ON  DAY  CIT  sOLIDARITy

wlTH  SGurH  AFRlcAN  Pot.ITlcAI, PRISONERS
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The  follovin& 1s  the  text  of  a  statement  by  the  President  of the General
Assembly,   Salim A.  Salim  (United  Rep\iblic  of  Tanzariia)  a.t  the  meeting  of  the
Special  Committee  Against  ADartheid  to  observe  the  Day  of  Solidarity with  South
African  Political  Prisoners:

By  designating  for  annual  observance  11  Octc>ber  as  a  Day  of  Solidarity with
South African  Political  Prisoners,  the  General Assembly  in  1976  clearly  unde]+
scored  the  determination  of  the  international  cormunity  to  take up,as  its  own,
the  struesle  of  those  people  in  Sc)`ith Africa who  contirme  to  be  persecuted  for
their  opposition  to  the  aThorreut  policy  of  at>artheid.    At  the  same  time,  the
Assembly  demonstrated  its  firm  I.esolve  to  see  that  struggle  carried  to  a
successful  conclusion  and  to  strive  tounrds  the  day when  South Africals
aberrant  disregard  for  humanity becomes,  once  and  for  all,  a  thing  of  the  past.

As  ve  meet  again  today  to  express  our  solidarity irith  the  oppressed  people
in  South Africa  in  their  valiant  struggle  for freedom,  human  dignity,  equality
and  justice,  it  is  appropriate  that we  should  clearly  indicate  once  again that
the±g is  also  our  struggle.    For,as  I  stressed  in my  statement  at  the  outset
of  the  thirty-fourth  session  of  the  General Assembly,  the  negation  of  humanity
anywhere  is  a  negation  of  humanity  everywhere.

Today  more  than  ever,  it  is  widely  ackncwledged  that  the  creation  of  those
conditions  of  s.bability  and  general well-being which  are  necessary  for  the
conduct  of  normal  rela,tions  among  riations,  is  closely  related  to  the  struggle
against  injustice,  rta,cial  discrimination  and  inequality.    That  these  conditions
are  not met  in  todayls  South Africa  is  self-evident.    Equally  clear to  us  all  is
the  fact  that  the  system  of  at>artheid  continues  to  constitute  a  serious  threat  to
international  peace  and  security.    Moreover,  South Africals  persistent
manoeuvres  continue  to  undermine  the  efforts  of  the  Organization  to  bring  abc"t
an  intemationaJly  acceptable  solution  to  the  problems  engulfing  the  entire
southern African  region.    This  contemptuous  disregard  of  the  will  and  commit-
ment  of  the  international  community  therefore  represents  one  of  the  most  serious
impediments  to  the  achievement  of  the  objectives  of  the  Charter  of  the Unife ed
Nations ,

(rope )
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In  the  sixteen years  that have  elapsed  since  ]963,  despite  reneired  calls  from
both  the  General  Assembly  and  the  Seourity  Council  for  en  end  to  violence  and
repression  committed  by  the  at)artheid  regilne  against  the Africeri  people  and
despite  repeated  requests  and  pleas  for the  release  of  persons  arbitrarily
detained  or  imprisoned,  there  has  been  no  lessening  of  I.epression,  as  South
Africa  rigorously  continues  its  inhuman applicedDn  of  the  hated  and  urijust  lanrs,
defying  the i`rill  of the  intermational  conmuulty.    Indeed,  the  situation  has
moved  from bed  to irorse,  as  evidenced  by  the  murder,  while  in  detention,  of
political  prisoners.

It  is  imperative  that  the  international  community  should  redouble  its  efforts
to  bring  about  compliance  by  the  South African regime with all  the  relevant
decisions  adopted. by  the  General Assembly  and  the  Security  Council.    At  the  sane
time,  one  cannot  emphasize  too  strongly  the  urgent  need  for  all  those who  support
the  Chatter  of  the  United  Nations  and  who  genuinely believe  in  the  dignity  of  man,
to  unite  in  solidarity with the  courageous  people  of  South Africa and  their
nnational  liberation movements  in their defiance  of  injustice  and  tyranr]y.

And,  on this  special  day,  as  our hcauts  bleed for  the  suffering millions  ln
Scuth Africa,  our  minds  should be  particularly  focused  on hcjw best  to  tra.nslate
our  solidarity  into  concrete  action.    More  specifically,  we  should  intensify  our
efforts  in  support  of  those heroic  South African  patriots who  are  langulshlng
in  prison  simply  because  they believed,  and  dared  to  advocate,  in that  unhappy
land  of  aT3artheid the  noble  ideals  and  objectives  for which  our. United  Nations
stands:    freedom,  self-determination,  equality  and human  dignity.

There  is  no  single  issue  on which  tire,  the  Members  of  the  United  Nations,
dedicated  to  maintaining  peace  and  security  among  nations,  are  more  solidly
united  than the  one before us.    We  shall  have  realized  our  ideals  in this  regard
only when  that  issue  no  longer  requires  the holding  Of  meetings  such  as  todayls,
and  a  just  society  has  been  established  in  South Africa,  with  freedom  and  justice
triumphing  in  the  whole  of  southel.n Africa.

®
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"xT  OF  cABIEs  FROM  T13E   ropE   ro  THE  AssEMBI.y

PRESDENT  Arm  Hls  REpl,¥

Pope  John  I'aul  11  Cable  To  The  President

I  am  deeply  grateful  to  you  for  welcoming  me  to  the  thirty-fourth
General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations  Organization.    May  the  efforts  of  all
the  }fembers  of  this  very worttry  Organization  prosper;  as  you  continue  to  work
together  for  peace  and  harmony  among  all  nations .

IQANRES   I'At)lus  PP  11

Presidentls  Cable  to  Po

Your  Holiness,   I  am  very  grateful  for  yc>ur  kind  message.    Your  visit
to  the  United  Nations  was  truly  historic  and  your  address  to  the  General
Assembly  most  inspiring.     The  moving  and  impol.tant  message  which  you
delivered  to  the  representatives  of  nations  assembled  here  is  a  monumental
contribution  to  the  cause  of  understanding,  friendship  and  harmony  among
nationso     The  inspiring  and  timely  support  for  the  United  Natic)ns  which
you  expressed  has  given  added  monentun  to  our  collective  quest  for  peace,
security,  freedom  and  justice.    Your  Holiness '  visit  to  the  United Nations
will  long  be  remembered  and  cherished by  us  all  and  we  shall  continue  to
be  encouraged  by  your  own  commitment  and  dedication  to  the  cause  of peace
and  harmony  among  all  nations.

With  the  assurances  of  my  highest  esteem  and  consideration.

sAlm4  Am4EI]   sALn4
RESIDENT

GENERAI,  Assm®H

For  information  media.  -  not  an  officicr`.I  record
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MESSAGE   FROM   THE   PRESIDENT   0F   THE

GA/6039
UND/759
16   0ctob'er   1979

GENERAL   ASSE}.`IBLY, SALILivl   A.    SALIM,

ON   THE   OCCASION   OF UNITEI)   NATIONS   DAY,    1979

Thirty-four  years  ago   today,   the  51   founding  Members  of  this   Organization
embarked  upon  one  of   the  most   difficult   and  challenging  taste   of  our   time;     [o
rebuild,   aftl.r   the  devastating  effects   of  the  Second  World  War,   a  world   ln
which  peoples  of  all  nations,   large   and  small,   could   live   ln  peace,   co-operate
and  co-exist,   despite   differcnces   on   the  Ideals   to  be  attained  and   the
political,   economic   and   social  orclers   to  be   established.     Indeed,   the
Organizat:ion's   accomplishments   since   Its   formation   patently  demon§tlaLe   Its
vital   importance   to   the   community  of  nations.     That   the  United   Nations
continues   to  be   the  only   forum   for   effective   iriterna[ional   co-operation  and
dialogue,   is   eloquent   and   irrefutable   testimony   to   the  consistent  wisdom  and
validity  of  the  principles   and  objectivc`s   enshrined   in   the  instrument   for
lasting  peace   and   justie   and   universal  respect   for  human  rlghc§.

Throughout   the  years   of   Its   existence,   the  United   Nations   has   awakened
the  conscience  of  humanity   to   the   grave   injuscices   and  anomalies   existing
throughout   the  world:     hunger   and  starvation;   deprivation  and  discase;   racism,
discrimination   and   colonial   domination;   and  other   forlns   of   Inequalities   and
indigriities.     Through   it.s   humanitarian  and  dc.velopment   prograrrme3,   the
Organization  `Jith   its   family  of  agencies   and   irls[itutions  has   acted   to  reduce
these   injustices   and  has   brought  relief  to  millions   of  chilaren,   refugees   and
the   indigent,   whenever   and  wherever   it   could.      It  has   also  moved   to   focus
world   public   opinion   onto   a   §eries   of  new  and   pressing  problems   of  all
dimensions,   requiring  the  co-operation  of  all  nations:     disarmament   and
interna[ional   securi.[y;   popul.ation   pressures;   the   threatened   environment;
order   lri   the  use  of  outer  space;   ocean  resources;   energy  and  non-renewable
natural   resources,   to  name  but   a   few.

The  mgni[ude   and  compl.exity  of   these   Important   Issues   which   confront  our
Organization  are  self-evident.     Equally  clear   is   the  collective  resolve  and
manifest  determiriation  of  all  nations   of  the  world   Co   promote   the  progre§sive
development  of   international  relations   based  on   co-operatiori,   mutual   trust  and
respect.     At   t.he  same   time,   we   are   keenly  cognizant   that   pledges   alone  will
not  eradicate   the  suffering  of  millions  `i7hc)  have  been  denied   their   fundamental
ri.ghts,   those  who  have   known   no   peace   iri   thl`ir   lives   and   those  who   find   life
itself  a   perpetual  battle  against  hunger,   poverty  and   disease.     All   of   them
look  to   lhe  United   Nations,   hoping,   anlicipa[ing  and  wondering  whethc!r   its
help   is   forthcoming.

(more)
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Nci   year   is   more  appropriate   for  a   concerted   United   Nations   act:ion   than
this   year.     For,   as  we  solermly  celebrate   the  thircy-fourth  anniversary  of  the
United   Nations,   the   twientieth   anniversary  of   the  United   Nations   Dcclaratlon  of
the  Rights  of  the  Child   is   being  observed,   and  at   the  same   time   the
International   Year  of  the  Child   is  draving  to  a  close.     Our  re§ponslbility
towards   the  well-being  of  the  world's   children   is   Indeed  a  grave  and  unceasing
one,   as  we  must   continue   to  Strive   tottards   the  day  when  each  and   every  child,
in  all   corners   of  the  world,   is   cared   for   and  provided   for  without  exceptlon.

Let  this   anniversary  be  an   inspiracion  to  us  all   to  renew  our  collcctive
coiimitmel`t  to   redouble  our  efforts   so   t:hat,   consciously  and  resolutely,   we  can
take  another  step   totJards  making  our  `}orld  a  better   place   in  which   to   live.
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WELCORE   AI)DRESS

(UNITED REPUBLIC   OF

BY   PRESIDENT   OF

TANZANIA)

CENERAL  AssEml.I

ON  VISIT  0F  HIS

SAL"  A"EI)  SALIM

HOLINESS   POPE JOIN   PAUL   11

Following  is   the   text  of  the  welcoming  address  by  the  President  of  the
General   Assenbly  to  Pope  John  Paul   11   in   the  General   A§sembly  today.

Your  Holiness,

It   is  a  great  honour  and  a  privilege   for  me   to  welcome  you  on  behalf  of
the  General   Assembly  of  the  United  Nations.     Since   the  assumption  of  your
position  as  Head  of  the  Catholic  Church,  you  have  inspired  all  of  us  who  have
followed  your  pronouncelnents  with  reneffed  hope  and  a  sense  of  rea89urance   for
the  world.

We  recall  with   fond  memories   the  visit  of  your  predecessor,   His  Holiness
Pope  Paul  VI,   on  4  October   1965,   when  he   joined  with  us  here   in   this   unique
embodiment  of  global  aspirations,   to   issue  his  historic  call  of  ''Never  Again
War,   War   Never   Again".

Today,14  years   later,  you  have  renewed  that  call.

tthile  tending  to  your  Spiritual  responsibilities  you  have  also  directed
your   energies,  with  great  dedication,   to   the  efforts   to  solve  the  rmjor
problems  of  mankind   today  --  problems  with  which   this   Assembly   is   also
confronted.     Your  concern  for  the  suffering  of  so  many  throughout   the  world  --
those   in  refugee  carps,   those  living  in  conditions  of  Squalor  and  abject
poverty,   those  under  racist  and  oppre§9ive  regimes  and  those  caught  in
cross-fire  in  areas  of  conflict  --  i§  eloquent  testimony  of  the  trust  which
has  been  placed  in  you  in  search   for  peace,   security  end  justice  for  all.     A8
a  son  of  the  African  continent  which  has  suffered  so  much  and  still  suf fers
fron  all   these  evils,   I  an  particularly  conscious  of  the  historic  significance
of  the  visit  of  Your  Holiness.

Today  you  address   us   in  a  mission  which  hag  been  described  a9  carrying
''the  word  of  peace,   love,   brotherhood  and  collaboratiori  among  the  peoples  of
the  world`'.     We  at  the  United  Nations   are  pursuing  the  Same  mission.     We
attempt   to  build  for  a  future  of  peace  for  ran,   perhaps   falteringly,  but

(more)
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always   with   profound  hope  and  abiding   faith   in   the  goodness  of  man.     Together
with  you,  we  Share   the  belief  that   peace,love  and  brotherhood  are  attainable
in   our   time.

Cowing  as   it  does   when   the  United  Nations   is   seized  with  an   array  of
complex   problems,   your  visit   is   at  once  an   inspiration  and  an  er`couragement.
It  will   also  serve   [o   renew   the  confidence  of  nations   and  peoples   in  our
Organization.

We  welcome  you   today,   a   "master"  who  journeys   and  teaches,   attentively,
Soberly,   and  conscious   of   the  world  around  him.

We  welcome  you,   Your  Holiness,   as   a   traveller   of  peace  and  hope.

il

®
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SALIM    ( TANZAD;'IA)  ,

PRESIDENT   0F   THIRTY-FOURTH SESSION   OF   GENERAL ASSEMBLY

uar ters . 19Se tember   1979

YASUSHI   AKASHI   (Under-Secretary-CeTieral ,   Department   of   Public
hardly  introduce  the  new  President  of  the  GeneralInformation):     I  need

Assembly,   Ambassador   Salim.-We  will  have  about   30  minutes,   or,   if  need  be,   a
fen  minuce§  more,   for  questions   and  answers...     So   I   Shall  open  the   floor   for
questions   immediately.   unless   the  President  wishes   to   Say  a   few  words.

The  PRESIDENT:     First,   I  want   to   thank  Mr.   Akashi   for   organizirig   this
have  any  statement  to  makeo     I  think  after  mymeeting.     I  really  do  not

statement   yesterday   it  would  really  be  over-imposing  on  you   to   try  and  make
yet  another   one.     But   I   should  like  to   say  that   I  value   tremendously  the
contribution  made  by   the  United  Nations  Press   corps   and  by   the  Press   and  media
in   general   to   the  work  of  the  United  Nations.

In  my  scatemerit   yesterday,   I   spoke   in   terms  of  involving  world   public
opinion   in  the  activities   and  efforts  of  the  Unit:ed  Nations  and  there  is  no
doubt   that   the  role  of  the  media   is  pivotal   in  this  exercise.     I  want   to  a§ure
you   that  during  my  term  as  President   I  will   co-operate  `.ith  you  and  --to   the
best  of  my  ability   --   try   to  meet  with  you  whenever   I  can.     I  want   to   assure
each   and  every  one  of  you   that   --depending  of  course  on   the  circumstances   and
it  being  understood  that  on   issues   the  President  does  not  really  have  a
personal   position  --   I  shall  be  ready  to   give  background  briefings   and  to
discuss  related   issues.     Once  again,   I  am  looking   forward   to  your
co-operation.     I   chould  Say  also   that   I  have  always  had  excellent  co-operation
fron  the  media   and   from  the  United   Nations   correspondents,   in  particular
during  the  t:ime   that   I  have  been   in   the  United  Nations.

Mr.   AKASHI:     Thank  you  very  much,   Mr.   President,   for   your  most   reassuring
words   about co-operation  with  the Press   and  media.

th e w8:;gg±:8::iun#;:: S::::owsa::in:h:e:::::a: ;  ;:eg:::n: t&:::e::  X:oT:? I i:ned
wonder   if  you   could   say  how   that  will  affect   the   lit>eration  movements   in
southern  Africa.

(mar e )
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The   PRESIDENT: To  the  extent   that   the  loss  of  a  person  and  of  a  leader
o£  President   I.!eco's   calit`re,   statestnanship,   dedication   and   personal
involvemeric  is   certainly  a   loss   to  Africa  and   to   the  liberation  struggle   in
Africa,   it   is   bound  to  have   its   effect  on   that  struggle.     However,   Angola's
commitment,   and   the  new  government  and   the  new  leadership  that  will   emerge   in
Angola,  will   ensure   the  continuation  of  the  policies   of  President  Neto.     To
that  extent,   I  do  not  expect  any  change   in  the  position  of  Angola  or,   for  that
matter,   in   the  nature  and  tempo  of  the  struggle   in  southern  Africa.     We  will
miss  President   Neto's  wise   counsel   and  wise  advice,   and   I  hope   that  not  only
the  leaders  of  Angola  but   the  leaders  of  Africa  and  the  liberation  movements,
will   continue   to  be   inspired  by  what  Pt.esident   Neto  Stood   for  and   fought   for.

QUE§_TISL¥:      In  your   statement  yesterday  you   spoke  of   the  necessity  of
providing  for  broader  and  enhanced  participation  by  all  nations   in  the  United
Nations.     Your   predecessor   Spoke  of   "this   diverse   assembly  of   Scat:e§,
juridically  equal   and   each  with   its   oim  voice  which  no  one  can  silence''.     In
the  light  of  those   two  statements,  what  i§   your  attitude   to   South  African
participation   in   the  work  of   the  General  Assembly?

The   PRESIDENT: I  do  not  have  an  attitude.     It   is   the  Assembly,   in  its
wisdom,   that  has   an  attitude.     I  refer   to   the   previous   Assembly.     This
Assembly  has  not  had   to   take  a   position   on   the  question  of  South  African
participation.     But   the   twenty-ninth  session  of  the  General   Assembly  took  the
decision   that,   in  view  of  the  non-representativeness   of  the  regime   in   South
Africa   and   in  view  of   its   consistent  violations  of   the   positions  of   the   United
Nations   and  of  the  Charter  of  the  United   Nations,   it   could  not  be  allowed   to
participate  at   that  session.     That  was   the  decision   that  was   taken.   and   I
think  that   i[  would  be  premature   for  me   to   Say  anything  about   South  African
participation   in   the  United  Nations,   ur`1ess   I  am   faced  with  a  situation   that
requires   me   to   take  a   position.

QUESTION:      In  your   opening  remarks  here,   you   Spoke  of   the  high  value   you
put   on   the  United   Nations   press   corps.     I  wonder  if  you   lanov  that   yesterday,
when  we   came   to  hear  your   speech   in   the  General   Assembly  hall,   we   found   that
our   press   gallery  had  been   taken   away   from  us   and   that  we  had  been   shunted   to
the  fourth  balcony,   from  which  we  could  not   see  anything  in   the  hall   and  where
we  have  nothing  to  write  on.     Is   this  a   form  of  appreciation?

The   PRESIDENT:

Mr.    AKASHI

Perhaps   Nr.   Akashi  would  reply  to   that  question.

(Under-Secretary-General,   Departlnent  of  Public   Information):
I  an  fully  aware  of  this   new  situation,   which  has   arisen  as   8  result  of  t:he
expansion  of  the  Assembly  hall.      I   intencl   to   Catce  lip   this  matter  with  Mr.
Claytot`  Timbrell,   Assistant   Secretary-General   for  General   Services,  who   is
responsible   for   the  remodelling  and  repairing  of   t:he  building.     Also,   it   i§  my
intention   to   get   together   ill   the  course  of  today  or   tomorrow  `~ith   the
President  of   the   United   Nations   Correspondents   Association   (UNCA)   to   deal  with
the  question  of  television  coverage  of  the  proceedings   of  the  general   debate
after  6  o'clock  in   the  evening  because,   according   to   the  existing  procedure,
the  coverage  has   to   cease  at  6   p.in.,   and   I  understand   that  many  voices  have
been  raised   to  say  that  because  of  this   limitation  on  the  seating  capacity   for
the  press   in  the  Assembly  hall   the  correspondents  would   like   to  have  coverage

(more )
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at   least   through   television   in   their  rooms,   and  we  shall   see   to  wl`at  extent  we
can  assist  them  in   that  area.

STION:     Mr.   President,   in  view   of  your   s`tated   positions   on   the  riiiddle
African  questions,1  was   won-derir`g  whether   you  would   find   it

somewhat  di££icult  to  "intain  impartiality  as  President  of  the  Assembly,
where   i.t   is  usually  the  custom  for  Presidents   to  maintain  impartiality.

in  respect  of  developments   in   the  Middle  East   or   in   the

East   and  sore

"E  PRESII)ENT..     I  do   not   think  that   there  was   anything  in   the  statement
that   I  inade,   either
context  o£  Southern  Africa,   that  would  i;  any  way  affect  my  impartiality  as
Pre6icleac  of   the  General   Assembly.     The   positions   that   I  have   taken  on  both
those   issues   are  positions   that  tiave  been  articulated,   defended,   e§pou§ed,
championed   and  reiterated  by   the  General   Assembly  year   in  and   year   out,   and   in
that  respect   I  do  not   see   that   it   should  be   in  any  way  difficult   for  me   to
maintair`.   impartiality.     Of  course,   it   deperids   on  how  one  defines
"iTnpertiality".

TI0N..     In  yesterday's   speech  you   gave  great   importance   to   the
a  subject   that  you   know  so  well   and  about  which  you

QUES

problel[is   of   colonialism,
feel  wit+I   great   intensity.     A  few  days   ago,   the  Secretary-General,   Mr.
Waldheim„   referred   during  his   press   conference   to   the   importance  and
effectiveness   of  `what  he  called   "quiet  diplomacy".

Ito  you   think  that,   if  you  as  President  of  the  General   AssetT,bly  were   to
combine  your   knowledge  of  colonialism  with   this   '.quiet  diplonacy",   yo:I  would
be  ale   to   convince   the  United   States  o£  America   to  do   the   folloving   t.,Jo
things;-     first:,   to   tran§£er   soon   all   powers   to   the  people  of  Puerto   Rico  as
called   for   in   the  August   1979  resolution  on   that   countr}  approved  wi'=tiout   a
negative  vote   in   the  Colmittee  of  24,   so  as   to  enable  that  country  to  attain
its   independence  and  self-determination.,   and  secondly,   to  help  the  Micronesian
people   to  attain   their   independence  as   a  unit,   instead  of  trying  to  split   Chat
Territory  with   the  purpose  of   keeping  parts  of  that  Territory  as   direct  or
indirect  coloi`ial  entities?

The  PRESIDENT:      I  do   not   know,   but   I  `7ill   say   that   I  will   only  be  able   to
use   the  Office  of   the President   informally,   to   promote   those   issues   and
situations   where   it   is   possible   t:o   make  some  headway.      One   ls   only   in   a
position   to  use  one's   good  offices   --particularly  talking  in   terns  o£
preventive  diplomacy   --when   the  parties   concerned  are  willing  and  ready  to
accept   the  efforts   that   one   can  mal{e.     Otherwise,   if  you   try   to  volunteer  your
services   in  a  situation  `.inere  your   services   are  not  wanted  or  required  or
welcomed,   then   the  best  you  are   doing  is   engaging  in  an  exercise   in   futility.

QUES TI0N..     In  Your   speech  yesterday,   you  referred   to   the  problems   in   the
faced  by   the  developing  countries.     The  Tnatt:er   is   going  to

come   up  before   the  Unit=d   Nations  General   A§sembly;   i[   is   on   it:a   agenda.      The
prot)len  at   the  roment   is   that   the  economic   problems  of   the   developing
countries   which  have  no  oil  have  been  accentuated  in  recent  years.   and  if  the
process   of  debate   continues  at   its   present   pace,   either  at   the  United   Nations
or   UNCTAl),   I   suppose   that   it  `Jill   take  a  very  long  time   for   these   developing
countries  with  uo  oil   resources   to  solve   their   problenrs.     Do  you,   thus,  have

(not.e)
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any  plans   for  a  major   initiative  in  the  course  of  the  current  session  of  the
Assembly  in   this   direction?

The   PRESIDENT:      For   one thing,   I  think  that  it  is  not  very  helpful   to
talk  of  major  initiatives;   one  of  the  difficulties  with  initiative§   is   that  if
you  have  one   too  many,   you  can   Suffer   fran  the  problem  of  a   proliferation  of
in i t ia t iv es ,

But   I  think  that   I   Should  make  a   fe`.  remarks  on   that  question.     First,
that   it   is  a   fact   that  developing  countries  which  have  no  oil   are  suf fering
most  in   the  adverse  economic   Situation  of  the  day.     But:   it   should  be  Stressed
that   this   suffering  is   caused  not  simply  by   the  price  of  oil;   their  economic
situation   is  what  it  is  because  of  a  combination  of  factors   in   the
international  economic  situation.     Secondly,   it  is   also  clear  that   there   is  a
greater   awareness   that   the  question   of  energy  has   to  be  discussed   in   the
context  of  international  economic  negotiations.     Within  that   context,   I
believe  that  there  have  been  efforts  and  informal   discussions  dealing  `Jich   the
question  of  energy  not   in   isolation  but  in  the  context  of  other   fundamental
economic   issues   that   face  us   in   the  international   economic  situation.

As   you   know,   there  were  discussions   in  Havana  during  the  meeting  of   the
non-aligned  States.     There  have  also  been  discussions  here   in the  Ad   Hoe
Cormiittee  of  the  Whole;   there  are   informal   discussions   goitig  on  and   there  will
be  Tnore.     try  hope   is   that   the  concept   of  trying  to   engage   in  global    '
negotiations  with  a  view  to   the  amelioration  of  the  present  plight   --  not  only
of  the  non-oil-producing  countries ;  but  of  the  developing  countries   in  general
--will  be   talten  seriously  in  the   for`thcoming  Session  in  preparation   for  other
sessions   that  are   to   follow.       What   is   important,   however,   is   that  we  have  had
a  number  of  sessions   in  many   forums   at  which  not  merely  discussions,   but
comprehensive  discussions,   have   taken  place  and  at  `which   int:entions  have  been
declared.

My  point   in  my  Statement  yesterday  was   to  stress   that   perhaps   the   time
has   come  now  to   Cry  and   translate   into  concrete  actions   the   intentions  which
have  been  declared   in   so  tnany  regions.

QUESTION:     If   I  may   turn   to   the  questiorl  of  refugees,    I   think  you
yourself  and   the  Secretaryrfeneral   have  been  very  much  concerned  witt`   the
proliferation  of  refugees,   whose  numbers   are  running   into   the  millions,   and
the  situations   that  create   then  seem,   of  course,   Co  be  out  of  control   at  the
United  Nations.     1s   it:   youi-opinion   that   perhaps   the  situation   is  running  out
of  the  control   of  the  High  Commissioner   for   Refugees,   given   the  extent   to
which   it  requires  his  help?     Nothing   is   said  about  augmenting  his   powers   or
his   facilities.     He   is   still  operating  on   the  premises   of  the  old  refugee
problem.     I  have  not  heard   any  mention  of  this   aspect  of   the   probleii],   and   I
vJonder  whether  you  might  coiment  on   it   to   the  extent   I:o  which  you  are  able.

The  PRESIDENT:     I   do  not   think  the  Situation   is getting  oiit  of  the
control   of  the  Office  of  the  High  Commissioner   for   Refugees.     It   is   the
refugee  situation   itself  that  is   getting  out  of  control.     So   far  a§   the
efforts  of  the  High  Comissioner   for   P`efugees   are  concerned,   they  can  do   their
very  best,   but   they  can  only  do  what   i8  `Jithin   their  means   Co   perform.     One  of

(core)
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the  Significant   things   about   the  High  Commissioner   for   Refugees   i§   that  We
have  had   two   excellent,   distir`8uished,   eminent  personalities  who  have  held
that  office,   Prince   Sadruddin  Aga   Khan   and  now  Mr.   Poul  Hartling-      Both  have
been  and  are  dedicated  individuals.     They  have  done   their  very  best.
travelling  all  over   the  p.lace   to   try  to  mobilize  resources.     But  resources
have  to  be   forthcoming,   and  I  think  that  the  magnitude  of  the  refugee
Situation  is  now  such   that   the   international   community  must  really  do  more   to
augment   the  resources   of  the  High  Cormis8ioner   for  Refugees.

In  mentioning   the  number  of  10  million,   I  was  making   the  point   that
recently,   for  example,   there  has  been  the  question  of  the  refugees   in
South-East  Asia,   and   it  has  received  a  lot  of  publicity.     And  yet   the  refugee
Situation   it`   South-East  Asia   is   simply  a  fraction  of  the  totality  o£  the
problem  of  refugees.     In  Africa   alone,   we  have  something  like  4  million
refugees.     So   I   think  it   is   extremely  important   for  Governments,   both
individually  and  collectively.   to  do   their  utmost   to  augment   the  resources  of
the  High  Co[[missiorier   for   Refugees.     But,   as   I  `jas   also  saying  yesterday,   in
addition   to  helping  the  High  Commissioner   for  Refugees,   it   is  more   inportanc
for  uS   to   try  to   do   our   level  best   [o  make   the  refugee  situation  urmecessary.

. I-in!:!ESE!3::  8¥:e:e:: ; aD:u;::a:::V:h:::S ,i,:o:i:::u:e::u:np::::f:::;:a:;
consolidate  some  of  these  co`mtries   that  come   in  that  are  not  viable  and  by
their  Very  riature  are   going  to   L>e   in   trouble?     We  now  have  152  Menbers.      Could
we  not  have  i,500  at   the  rate  we  are  going  --dots   and  spots  rather   than
viable  areas?

The   PRESIDENT:      In   the first  place,   I  do  not   toow   I:hat  w-e  will   ever  have
1,500.      But   if  we  were   to  have   1,500,   there  would  be  nothing  wrong  with   that
if   in   fact   the  ``Jorld  +7a8   Such   that  we  were   to  have   I,500   independent  nations.
And,   talking  of  viability,   I  think  that   the  United  Nations  Charter  does  not
mention   the  viability  of   States.     T`he  United  };ations  Charter   and  the
principles  of  the  United  Nations   speak  about   this   equality  of  States   and   the
sovereignty  of  States.     This   Organization  va§   meant   to  be  an  oI.grnizacion  of
all   States   irrespective  of  their  Size,   irrespective  of  their  geographical
locations,   irrespective  of  their  resources.     1f  we  are  going  to  make  a  Study
of  the  viability,   say,   for  example,   of  small   States,   then  we  may  have   to  make
another   study  of  the  level   of  representativene§s   of  given   States.     And  once  we
do   that,  we  shall  have   to   think  in   terms  of  what  will  be  our  governing
criterion.     1§   it   going  to  be  military  power?     1§   it   going  to  be   financial
power?     Is   it   going   to  be  resources?     Is   it   going   to  be   population?     Ir`   this
context.   you   can   imagine   that  we  would  never   come   Co   a   coirmon   position
because,   if  you   take   population,   then  quit:e   clearly  China,   India   and  some
other  Asian   cour`tries   would  t`e   the  Super-Powers   of   the  world.

(more)
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1f  you   take  military   power,   then  you  nay  have  only  the  United   S[ate§   and
the  Soviet  Union   and  a   few  other  countries.     And  so  I   think  what   the  Charter
provides   is   the  best  alternative   for  an  institution  that  is  supposed   to  solve
the  interests  of  the  international   community  as   a  whole.

QUESTION:     In  your  opinion,   do   you  See   the   continued   presence  of
Tanzanian   t:roops   in  Uganda  as   becoming  contentious   or  analogous   to   the
Vietnamege  situation   in  Kampuchea?     And  if  not,   do  you   think  it  might  be  a
case  that  might  be  judged  in  the  context  of  an  attempted  solution   [o   the
Kampuchean  matter?

The  PRESIDENT:      I  do  not   know   if  the  President  of  the  General Assembly
has   an  opinion   on   that.     If  you  want   to  have  a   Tanzanian  opinion,   you  should
agl(  the  representative  of  Tanzania,   and  he  will   let  you   know.     But   fran  what   I
have  seen   thus   far   in   this  As§enbly,   there  has  been  no  effort   to   try  to  link
the   two  questions.     I  have  noted  no  complaints  by  the  Goverl`ment  o£  Uganda
about   the  presence  of  Tanzanian   forces   in  Uganda,   and  since  we  are   talking  in
terms  of  the  country's  sovereignty,  non-intervention  in  internal  affairs,   I
would  expect   that   the  Ugandan  Government  will   perhaps  raise   this  matter   and
complain  about   the  Tanzanian  presence   in  Uganda.     In  that  case,   perhaps,   I  as
President   could  give  an  opinion.

But  quite   frankly,   I  do  not   think  that   ic  would  be  right   for  me   to
explain.     Had  you  asked  me   this  question   two  days   ago,   I  could   definitely  have
given  you   the  Tanzanian   point  of  view.     In   fact,   in  an   inforinal  meeting  I  had
two  days  ago  With  senior  editors,   this  question  was   asked,   and   I  did   give   that
point  of  view,   so  I  would  refer  you   Co   the  record  of  that  meeting,   where  you
will   find  my  views   on   that   Subject.

QUESTION;     In   that  vein,   the  same   problem  that  cropped  up  last  night  at
the   end  of   the  session  was   facirig   the   delegates   of   the  non-aligned  countries
in  1:avana.     This   is   a  different  place.     And  it  is  not  prejudged,  as   a
delegation   is  sitting.     Can  you  give   us   ariy  indication  a§   to   the  mood  of   the
General   Assembly  with  regard  to   t:he  options   that  are  operl   to   it?

Trn   pREslDENT:
better   position   to   judge  moods   than  I   am,   sitting  where   I  am  seat=d.     But
think  one   thing   i§   obvious.     The  United   Nations  has   its  rules,   its   procedures
at`d  its   precedents.     The  Assembly  itself  is   the  master   of  its  own  procedures.
It  will  be  up  to   the  }lember   States   to  explore  all  options.     Right  now,   the
Credentials   Committee   is   meeting  today,   and   it  will   Submit   its  report   to   the
General   Assemt}1y.      In   that   Assembly,   the  Members  will   decide  what   the  best
option   is,   given   the  circumstances.

I  think,   frankly,   that   it  would  be  premat`ire   for  me   to   speak  of  the
possibilities   or  options.     They  are  numero`is,   and   it   iq  up  to   the  Mchoer
States   to   decide  which   is   the  best.

The  podium  is  a  very  lonely  place.     I  think  you  are   in  a
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course  the  United   ifa[ions,   and  he  pointed   them  out.     I  am  wondering  whether
you  share  his   views,   and  what  you   think  the  United  ilations,  wl`ich   is   the  organ
for  world  peace,   can  do  about   these   problems?

THE  PRESIDEINT:      I  definitely  share   the   concern   expressed   by   the
o-f  the  international  Situation  generally,Secretary-General  on   the  State

whether  it  is   in  the  area  of  conflict  situations  or  in  the  area  of
international  economic  problems.     I  also  Share  his  viev  that   the  United
Nations   is   the  only  forum  that   can  act:empt   to  do  something  to   lessen   the
conflicts   and   tensions   that   prevail   in  the  world   today.

As   to  `what   the  United   Nations   call   do  about   it:,   I  really  think  that  in
spite  of  its   limitations  --  and   ic  has   limitations   --  the  Organization  i8  well
equipped   to   cope  with  many  of  these  cri8e§   and  many  of  these   problens,   if  only
Member   States   themselves,   and   in   this  respect   particularly   those  Mehoer   States
which   are  most  directly  concerned,   are  prepared   to  iise   the  Organization  as   an
instrument   to   try   to  resolve  some  of   these   problems.     Unless   that  willingr`ess
is   there,   it  become  exceedingly  difficult  for   the  Organization  to  be  as
effective  and  as  helpful   ag   it   could  be.     A9   I   said  yesterday   in  my  statement,
this   tendency   to  use   the  United   Nations   as   an   instrulnent  of  convenience   is   not
helpful   to   the  Organization,  nor   to   the  peace  and  Security  of  the  world.     The
United  Nations  mist  be  used   in   the  way  it  was   intended   to  be  --a§   a  perpetual
instrument   for   the  promotion  of  peace,   security  and   international   co-operation.

9!ZEgI±g±!..     You  are  often  referred   to   in   the  press  as   a  possible  candidate
for   Secretary-General.     Would  you  eventually  consider  running   for   the   post?

THE   PRESIDENT:     We  l`ave  a   Secretary-General   of   the   Unitea   Nations.      In  my
opinion,   my  very   frank opinion,  he   is   doing  a  superb   job   in  an  extremely
difficult  ;ituation.     I  Chink  we  rust  not  add   to   the  burden  of  his
responsibility  by  indulging  in  idle  speculation.     The  responsibility  of  the
Of f ice  of  Secretaryngeneral   is   such   that   I  really  think  what   the  international
community  .riu§t   do   i8   to  support   the   incunbent  ef fectively   for  as   long  a8  he   is
in  o££ice.

TI0N:     On   the  question   of  Namibia,   if  no   further   satisfactory
y   the  Contact   Five  and   South  Africa,   do  you  expect   it   to

CUES

progress   can  be   made  b
be  brought  back  to   the  Security  Council?

The   PRESIDENT:      I   think  that  I.iould  be  a   fair   ass`mp[ion  since   the
Security  Council   i8   the body  which  decided  on   the  United  Nations   plan   for   the
independence  of  Namibia   --the   Secretary-General's   plan  `chich  was   endorsed  by
the  Security  Council.     Since   the  only  party  which   i§   still   recalcitrant  --if
I  may  use   that   term  --is   the   South  African  Government,   as  was  rightly  stated
in   the  United   States   Senate   by  Ambassador   MCHenry  some   time  ago,   the   position
now   i8   that   there   is   a  corIvergence  of  views   on   the   part  of   the  African   States,
on   the  part  of  the  Secretaryrfeneral   and  the  United  Nations,  on   the  part  of
the  Western   Five   and   on   the   part  of   SWAPO.     The   only   "missing   link"   that  makes
it   impossible  to  bring  about  t:he  required  negotiated  solution  results   from
South  Africa's  opposition.     So   if   the   South  African  Government  continues   to

(more)
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maint:ain   its   present  position  of  obstructing  the  United  NItions  position,
clearly  the  Security  Council  will  have  to  meet  and  consider  what  course  of
action  should  be   taken.     However.   if  the   South  Africa  Goverrment   should  now
come  back  and  say  that  it  i8   prepared   to   implement  the  Secretaryngeneral 's
plan,   then  of  course  that  would  be  in  the  best  interests  of  all  of  us,   in  the
best  interests  of  the  United  Nations  and  in  the  best  interests   of  peace  and
Security  in  southern  Africa.

T^¥o.jld¥:a::9¥:su::::i:h:h:n::::::°ennc:£o:i:::maw::::.fr:md:h£:tprknes:io::erence
qi`.estion   to   ask  you  on   disamament,   except   possibly  this   one.     I  think  it  was
Curing  the  lagt  8es8ion  of  the  General  As§enbly  that   the  majority  of  nations
finally  rebelled  against  the  arms   race  and  began   to  assert  themselves  core
forcefully.     There  was  a  sort  of  reactivation  of  something  that  seemed   to  have
been   forgotten.  and  I  think  a  new  comittee  tJa8   established.     But  of  course
the   fury  of  the  arms  race  has  cant:inued  and  even  increased  during  the  past
year.     Do  you  think  t:hat   the  heroic  effort  that  was  made   last  year  by  the
majority  of  nations  will  be  continued?     Or  will   there  be  a   tendency  to  say  we
are  i:eked,   that   the  situation   is  simply  out  of  our  control,  and  that  there  is
nothing  which  can  be   done  about   it?

The   PRESII)ENT:
i98ue   is   that invariably,   everybody  talks   about  disarmament.     I  do  not   know

I)i§armmerit  ia   a  very  important  issue.     The  irony  of  this

*.-1

`fl

i

®

of  one  single  State   that  professes   its  opposition  to  disarmment.     It   iB   the
implementation  of  this  call   for  disarmament  which  defies  all  effort:a  at   this
point.     There  is  no  doubt  that,   despite  all   the  talk  of  disarmament,   in  the
f inal   analysis   the  arms  race   is   continuing.     We  see  agreemer`ts  here  and
agreements   there,  but  `vith  every  agreement  there  is   another  tendency  to  create
trore  sophisticated  weapons   and   different  concepts   of  weapons   Systems   and,
ultimately,   the  balance  of  terror  --or  the  balance  of  fear  or  the  fear  of

=::::£:::?u::i:: nT;tr:nma:#:. in£:e:t£:f£:n:::n::i:::1 i:::::S:n:fgecurity.         .

I  think  that   the  goal  of  disarmament  has  unfortunately  remained  more  of
an   ideal   than  a  realizable  objective.     But   I  am  confident  that,   since   there  is
an  intention  on  the  part  of  everyone  to  try  to  reverse  this  process,  we  Shall
tnake  use  of  forun8   like  the  General  Assembly  [o  achieve   this   reversal   before
it  i8   too  late,  because,  quite  frankly,   there  is  no  doubt   that  contrary  to
popular  belief  thig   element  of  Security  through   the  stockpiling  of  the  cost
sophisticated   types  of  weapons   is  not  really  security  but  an  expression  of
total   insecurity.

I  can  only  say  that   I  fully  endorse  what  the  Secretaryrfeneral  has
repeatedly  Said:     that   there  must  be  inore  serious  efforts  regarding  the
process  of  disarmment.     With  regard  to  what  will  happen  during  this  regular
session  of   the  General  Assend)1y,   I  really  cannot   £ore§ee.     But   I  have  no  doubt
that   the  spirit  of  the  special   8es8ion  on  di§armment  will  continue  to  be
maintained  during  this   session.

(core)
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Will   you  call  upon   the  Palestine   Liberation  Organization   (PI.O)
if   it   de§ire§   to   speak   ]..n   the  General   Assenbly,   and  have  you   received  word
from  Mr.   Arafat   that  he  wants   to   come?

The  PRESIl)ENT:      I   do   not   lmow the  answer.to   the   first  question.     One  can
call  upon  a  representative  only  when  he  astcs   to  speak,   and   I  have  not  Seen   the
representative  of  the  Palestine  Liberation  organization   (PLO)   asking   to   speak
as   yet.     The  at`swer   to   the  second  question   is   that   I  do  not   know  when  he   is
coming  or   if  he   is   coming.

qz±±|±9LN:     Yesterday  in   the  General   Asselholy,   you   spoke  of  your  view  that
the  PLO  must  be  brought   into   the  peace   process.     Do  you  see  a  realistic  way  of
bringing  that  about,   in  view  of  the   fact   that   Israel,  one  of  the  main  Parties
[o  any  settlement,   is  resolutely  opposed   to  negotiating  with   the  PLO?

1`  would  not  ver`ture   to   say  how   the  PLO  should  be  broughtThe   PRESIDENT:
the  negotiating  process.     All   I  can  say  v:ry  unequivocally,   and  withojtinto

fear  of  contradiction,   is   that  we  are  all   calling  for  peace  end  justice  and  a
durable  settlement  of   the  Middle  East   problem.     We  are  all   saying   that   the
situation   in   the  Middle   East   is  not   the  concern  of  only  the  people  of  the
area.     uJhat  happens   in   the  Hiddle  East   is   a  r[iat[er  of  vital   concern   to   the
security  of  the  world  and   the   interi`ational   coirimunity.     We  are  all   saying  that
we  are  searching  for  a  genuine  and  lasting  solution  to   that   problem.

Ithat   I  said  yesterday  --and  I  do  not  believe  that  it  was   aiiything  new  --
was   that   for  such  a  solution   to  be  reached   in   the  area,   the  Palestinians  must
form  an   indispensable  part  of  the  negotiating  process.     The  Palest:ine
Liberation  Organization  is   the  representative  of  the  Palestinian  people  and,
therefore,  must  be  in  the  negotiating  process.     As   far  as  bringing  Chat  about
i§   concerned,   I   an  fully  a`vare   that   the   Israeli  Government   is  opposed   to  any
discussions   with   the  Palestine  Liberation  organization.     But   I  do  riot   think
that   this  opposition  should  be   the  basis   for  avoiding  another  realistic
situation,   and  that   is   that   there  can  be  no  permanent  peace   in   the  area
without   t:aking  account  of  the  reality  of  the  existence  of  ttie  Palestirlian
people  and  the  existence  of  the  Palestine  Liberation  Organizatioil.

In  my  statement  yesterday,   I  also  stressed  that,   in  addition  to   the
rights  of  the  Palestinian  people,   there  are  certain  other  basic  prerequisites
for   the  peace  and  security  of  the  area.     I  Stressed   the  question  of  the  right
of  all   States   in   the  area   to   independent  existence  and  I  want  to  stress   [hi§
point  again.     I   also   emphasized   the   fact   that   there  can  be  no  peace  when   the
concept  of  re[aiming  the  fruits  of  conquest  is   accepted.

Those  are   elements   which  I   elatiorated.     I   realize  only   too  well   that   they
are  not  new   element:s  because  others  have   pointed   them  out   before.     But   I   Chln^
that   the   fact  remins   that  unless   these  elements   are   fully  taken  into  account.
real   peace   in   the  area  will   continue   to   elude   the  internacional   comm`Inity.

(rote)
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your#:yfemay:::::tG:::::inE9::Zb?yens::::::u:::y£:::I::s£:::k:¥r::Sid
night  meetings   and,   above   all,  have   the  Agsembly  adjourn  on   18  December  as
planned?

The   PRESIDENT: I  do  not   haov  that  all   that  can  be  achieved.     To  begin
with   the  question  of  avoiding  night  meetings,   perhaps  Sometimes   one  of   the
best  ways  of  streamlining  the  procedures   i8   [o   ensure  that  there  are  night
meetings.     Quite   seriously,   concrete  recommendations  have  been  liiade  by   the
Secretary<eneral   in   terins   of  rationalizing  the  procedures   of  the  General
Assembly  and  improving  its  efficiency.     I  believe  that  we  can  achieve   that
objective;   at  least   I  believe  that  we  can  make  a  Serious   effort  during  the
current  session  at   inproving  the  Orgdnization's  efficiency.

Again,   like  many  other   things   in   this   Organization,  on   the  question  of
efficiency  and   the  streamlining  of  the  procedures  almost  all  Mend)er   States   are
agreed.     Take,   for   example,   the  simple  question  of  punctuality.     There   i8  not
one  sit`gle  delegation  which  will  not  say  that   the  meetings   should  start  on
time;   and  yet  meetings  have  been   lenown  --   to   put   it  mildly  --not   to   start  on
time.     At   this   session  we   shall   say,   ''Let   us   8tat.t  meetings   on   time''.     Vlien  we
say  ''start  on   time",   we  mean   if  the  meet:ings   are  scheduled   for   10:30  o'clock
let  us   start  at   that   time,   not  at   10:35,   10:40,   10:50  or  11  o'clock.

I  have  very  honourable   intentions,  but   the  implementdtion  of  those
intentions  will   certainly  depend  on  the  co-operation  of  Mehoer   States.

QUESTION:      If   I may  return   Co  your  reply  to  a  previous   question,   I  wonder
whether   you   consider   resolutions   242   (1967)   and  338   (1973)   a8  being  a   sort   of
foundation   for   peace   in   the  Middle  East.     1£  §o,  would  you  view   the  acceptance
of   those  resolutions  by   the  PLO  as   absolute  before   there  could  be  9ome   kind  of
settlement?     I)o  you  see   the  po8sil)ility  eventuating  that   the  PLO  will   accept
resolution  242   (1967)   8o   that  movement   can  be  made   in   the  direction  of  what  we
all  want?

The  PRESIDENT:      Resolutions   242   (1967)   and  338 (1973)  were  very  carefully
elaborated   in  given  circumstances.     Everybody  is  agreed  also   that   they  are
solid   foundations   for  peace   in  the  area.     But  there  also   is   alinost  near
consensus  of  vielv   that  what   is   lacking  in  resolution  242   (1967)   i§   the  element
of  the  Pale8tinians  as   a  people  --a  people  with  rights  which   is  also  entitled
to  the  right   to  self-determination  --as  distinct   from  seeing  the  question
simply  a§   one  of  refugees.

I   Shall   not  say  anything  is   "absolute",   except   the  absolute   imporl:ance   of
the  parties   to   the  I.Iiddle  East  conflict  understanding  that   there  is  no
alt:ernat:ive  to  negotiation,   and  that  only  a  negotiated  solution  can  bring
about   peace   in   the  area.     The  concept  of  Saying  that  one  would  never  negotiate
with  a  given   party  is   somehow  alien   to   the  very  spirit  of  the  United  Nations.

As   far   as   the  PLO's   position   is   concerned   I   think  that   the  PLO  has  a
Strong  position   against  Israel   as   Israel  has   a  strong  position  against  the
Palestinian§.     And   in   the   final   analysis,   somehow,   some  way   --there  must  be  a

(more)
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way  --  those   principal   parties   to   the  conflict  must   find  a  way  of  negotiating
a  mutually  acceptable  solution  which  will   ensure  the  Security  of  all   the
peoples   in   t:he  area  and   the  rights  of   the   people  of   the  Middle  East.

QUESTION:     Mr.   President,   you   did  not  quite  answer   that  question.     You
said   that   everyone   is   agreed   that  resolutions  242   (1967)   and  338   (1973)   are
Solid   foundations.      But   the  PLO  has   not   agreed.     Would  you   ask  the  PLO   to
agree   to  resolution  242   (1967)   and  accept   lsrael's   existence  as   a   precondition
for  negotiation?

The   PRESIDENT.. I  t:hink  I  answered   that  very  clearly..     I  said  there  are
solid   foundations.     But   I   said  also   that   the  missing  link  in  resolutions   242
(1967)   and   338   (1973)   `.Jas   the  way   the  Palestiniat`s   are   treated.     Now,   I   am
quite   prepared   to  ask  the  PLO  to  accept   the   fact  of   Israel:   in   fact,   I  do  not
even  have  to  be  converted   to   that.     In  all   the  discussions  T.7e  have  had  with
the  Palestinian§   and  with   the  Arab   countries,  we  have  always   stressed   this
point  of  the  existence  of  Israel.     But   I  must  also  be  equally  prepared   to  ask
the  Israelis   to  accept   the   fact  of  the  Palestine  Liberation  Organization.
Now,   I  ari  not   sure  whether   I  will   be  able   to   convince   the   Israelis   on   that.
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ASSEMBLY,    SALIM   A.    SALIM,

AT  OPENING  0F   THIRTY-FOURTH   SESSION 18   SEPTEMBER

I.   al[l  deeply  moved  by   the  confidence  you  have  demonstrated   in  electing  me
President  of  the  thirty-fourth  session  of  the  United  Nations  General
ASsembly.     I  consider   this   unanimous   decision  as  a   tribute  and  honour   to  my
country,   the  United  Republic  of  Tanzania,  whose  Government  and  people  have
8teadfa8tly  and  consistently  supported  the  United  Nations   and  actively  worked
for   the  implelnentation  of  the  principles   and  purposeg   for  which  our
Organization  standg.     It   is   also  a  recognition  to  ny  continent  and   the
Organization  of  African  Unity   (OAIJ).  which   through   their   trust   in  ne  made   this
election  possible.

The  Presidency  of  the  General   Assembly  is   a  heavy  responsibility,   but   in
the  discharge  of  this  responsibility  I  an  following  a   tradition  and  a  line  of
very  distinguished  personalities  whose  qualities   of  excellence   I  can  only
attempt   to   emulate,   and   from  whoge  achievements   and  accumulated  wisdom  I
intend  to  learn  and  profit.

I  also   know  I   can   count  on   the  advice  and  co-operation  of  my  immediate
predecessor,   Ambassador  lndalecio  Lievano,   who  presided  over   the  thirty-third
session  with  such  distinction,  dedication  and  §lcill.     Iti  recognizing  his
contt.ibution,   I  pay  tribute   to  a  distinguished  diplomat  and  an  outstanding
spokesman   for  justice  and  international   amity.

For  over  nine  years  now,   I  have  had   the  honour  and   privilege  of
representing  my  country  at  this  Organization.     This   period  has  not  only  given
ne   the  opportunity   to   know  more  about   the   United   Nations  at   close  quarters,
its   successes   and  shortcomings,   but  has   also  afforded  me   t:he  opportunity  to
make  acquaintances   and  develop   friendship  and   co-operation  with  many
outstanding  personalities,   including  a   great  many  who  are  in   this   Assembly.

Among   the  relationships  which  I  will   always   cherish  has  been  ny  close
association  with  our   Secretary-General,   Dr.   Kur[  Waldheim.     I  have  been
particularly  privileged   to  work  closely  with  him  on  many  issues  of  common
concerrl   to   the  Organization   in  ny  capacity  as  Chairman  of  the  Special
Coirimittee  on   decolonization,   and   during  the  period   that   I  was  honoured   to
represent  Tanzania   in  the  Security  Council.     His   total   dedication  to  our
Organization,  his   commitment   to   the  cause  of   freedom,   justice  and   peace,   as
well  a§  his   over-all   appreciation  and  nenagemenc  of  delicate  Situations  are
rightly  admired.     I  therefore   feel  very  much  encouraged   that   I  can  look

(more)
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forward   to  his   continued   co-operation  and   assistance,   as  well   as   the
co-operation  of  all   members  of  the   Secretariat   in   the   fulfilment  of  my
responsibilities.

With  deep  sorrow   and  grief ,   we  have  learnt  of  the  most  untimely  passing
away   last  week  of   His   Excellency  Dr.   Ago6tinho   Neto,   President  of   the  People`s
Republic   of  Angola.     This   untimely  death   of  Pre§idenc  Neto  has   robbed  Angola
of  its   founding  father  and   illustrious   leader;   Africa  of  its  vanguard   freedon
fighter  and  valiant  revolutionary  and  the  world  of  an  outstanding  Statesman.

I  have  had   the  unique  honour  of   personally   knowing  President   Neto,   both
in  the  course  of  the  liberation  struggle  in  Angola  and  after   the  liberation  of
that   country.     He  was   undoubtedly  one  of  Africa'8   towering   figures.     His
modesty  and  sinplicity  were  remarkable.     Angola,   Africa  and  the  international
community  are   certainly   poorer   today  with  his   passing  away.     I  Wish,
therefore,   to   take  this   opportunity  to  associate  myself  with   the  remarks  made
by  the  outgoing  President  of   the  General  Assembly  and   to  convey  my  deepfelt
condolences   to   the   family  of  President  Neco,   to   the  lJIPIA  Worker's  Party,   the
Government   and  people  o£  Angola,   as  we  mourn   this   irreparable  loss.

The  current  international   situation   imposes  on   the  United  Nations  a  heavy
and  urgent  responsibility   for  action   in  many  areas   if  we  are   to  dispel   the
gloom  that  is   now  overshadowing  the  world.,   if  we  are  to  regain  hope   for
mankind  in   the  ef ficaciousness  of   international  mechanisms   to  solve  urgent
problems   and  bring  peace  and  justice   to  humanity.

Today  is  not   the  darkest  hour  of  mankind  nor   is   it  a  sunny  day.     For   it
is   Still   one  of  the  unpleasant   facts   that  millions  of  the  world  population
continue   to  live   in  economic  misery  and  other   deprivations;   many  others,
especially  in  Africa,   the  Middle  East  and  Asia,   are  suffering   fron  the
humiliation  of  being  a   subject   people  under  colonialism,   racism,   and  other
forTns   of  domination  and  indigriitie8.

In  another   area,  disarmament  talks   continue  to   take  place  against  the
background  of   the  philosophy  of  security  through  balance  of  terror.     It   is  no
wonder  therefore  that   the  arms   race,  and  the  danger   this   poses   to
international  security,   the  waste   it  brings   in  the  use  of  resources,   continues
unabated.     Above  all,   the  cot`ditions  which  have  created  and  perpetuated   the
great   divide  betueen   the  North   and   the   South  have  now  been  accentuated  under
global  recession  and  inflation,   resulting  in  the  further   condemnation  of
millions  of  the  world's   peoples   to  absolute  poverty  in  perpetuity,  without
hope  of  reprieve.

Yet   the  irony  is   that  year   in  and  year  out   the  nations  represented  in
this   Assembly   pledge   themselves   to  work  for   a  humane  and  more   just  order.     But
it   is   precisely  because   the  situation  continues   I:o  be  ``Janting,   and  in   some
cases   even  has  worsened,   that  we   find  ourselves   again  `./ith   the  same   tasks
unaccomplished,   the  problems   unmitigated  and  some   even   solution-resistant!

How   i§   it   that   despite   our  commitment   to  w.ork  towards   a  new   int:ernational
economic   order,   meaningful   action   continues   to   elude   the  coTnmiinity  of  nations
resulting  in  the  deterioration  of   international  economic  relations?    Why  i§   it
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that  despite  our  collective  abhorrence  of  racialism  and  condermation  of
colonialism,   this   twin  evil   still   prevails   in  southern  Africa?     These  and  many
other  pertinent  questions  cry  out   for  genuine  answers.

These  are  questions   that   touch  on   the  daily  lives   of  the  people  we
represent  as   indeed   they  affect   the  very  peace  and  security  of  our  world.     At
any  given   time   these  questions  are  pertinent  and  prescient.     But   I  would
suggest   that   they  are  even  more  relevant   today,   considering  that  our  se§8ion
is   taking  place  on   the  threshold  of  a  new  decade,   as   another  decade   is   fading
away.     For   it  must  be  our  collective  objective  and  endeavour   Co   prepare
grounds   for  a  better  and  more  just  order  as  we  enter  the  l980s.     I  think  this
should  be   the  beacon   to  guide   the  United   Nations   during  this   session  8o   that
the  comit`g  decade   should  be  recorded   in   the  annals   of,  history  as   the  decade
that   turned  dialogue  into  action,   promise   into   fulfilment.

The  Unit:ed   Nations   cane   into  being  after   the  war  which  had  borne  witness
to  vast   destruction  of  human  life,   institutions   and  property.     Nations  which
were  gathered   in   Sam   Francisco   for   the  signing  of  the  Charter  were  guided  by
their  apprehensiorl  o£  the   inherent  vulnerability  of  a   fragmented  world.     They
were  also  guided  by  the  desii-e  of  their  peoples   that   this  world  be  a  rare
secure  place   to   live   in  through   the  reduction  of  cotiflic[.     Hence,   the
vigorous   promotion  of  the  ideal   of  liberation,  h`man  rights,   equality,   dignity
and   justice,   as   elements   conducive   to  a  stable  and   peaceful   order.

Today,   over   three  decades   later,   the  cormuni[y  of  independent  nations
represented  here  has   increased   threefold.     This   in   it8el£  is   eloquent
tes,timony  [o   the  relevance  of  the  United  Nations  Organization.     It  represents
a  realization  that  only  in  circumstances  of  unity  and  collective  ef fort  can  it
be  possible   to  Tiiake   the  world  more  peaceful.     After   its   forllia[ion,   this     +
Organization  has  not  only  survived  inore   than  30  years,  but  ret[iains   the  only
effective  and  meaningtul   institution   for   international  dialogue  and
co-operation.     The   truth  is   that  all   our  political,   social  and  economic
differences  notwithstanding,  we  have  continued  to  have  faith   in   the  United
Nat:ions   and   turned   to   it   for  solutions   in   tillie8  of  difficulties.

But   this   Organization  tJill   fail   to  meet   its   lofty  ideals   as   enunciated   in
its  Charter  if  we  as   individual  nations   choose   to  use  it  as   an  instrument  of
periodical   convenience.     It  will   only  meet  our  expectations   if  we  proceed
deliberately   to  build  it  and  use  it  as   the  instrument   for   the  reconciliation
of  our  differences   for  all   time  and  as   the  option  of  unilateral   action
predicated  on  the  use  of   force  becomes   less  and  less  attractive,  because  of
its  futility.

In  the  final   analysis,   therefore,   the  existence  and  the  conduct  of  this
Organization  rest   on   the  will  of  nations.     Its  making  or   unmaking  is   the
responsibility  of  the  t`lenber   States.     Thus,   the  failure  of  the  international
community   in  resolving  some  of   the  major  problems   and   con£1ic[s   i§   a   failure
of  its   constitutent  Member   States,   both   individually  and  collectively.     Much
remains   to  be  done  by  nations   to   translate   their   faith   in  the  United  Nations
into   concrete  action.     Nations   stj.11   need   to   detronstrate   greater   political
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will   which   is   an   essential   asset   in   the  establishment  of  a  more  secure  world
in  which  nations,   big  and  §iriall,   can  contribute   in   the   implementation  of  the
goals   and  objectives  of  the  United  Nations  Charter.

To  date,   the  world  is   entangled  in  conflicts  and  nobody  can  claim  that
peace,   freedon,  human  equality,   dignity  and   justice  have   triumphed.     The
General   Assembly  has  a  duty  to  address   itself  to   the  root  causes   of  these
conflicts   in  order   to   formulate  and  implement  measures  aimed  at  resolving
then.     For  unless  we  go   into   the  root  cause  of  the  problems,   real   peace  will
continue   to   elude  us.

0£  all   the  needs  of  our  time,   the  greatest  i§   peace.     Peace   for   the
individual   so   that  he  can  live  out  his   existence  without   fear   for  hi91ife.
Peace   for  each  nation   to   live  with   its  neighbours  without   fear   for   its
national   life.     Peace  for   the  world  derived   from  an  arrangement   for

::::I::ti::sb::::::e:h:o:a:::::o:fa::ej:::::ew:::a:;e:;a:n::v::::iv::a e:::;e       .
nation.     Peace   such   as   this   provides   for  human  rights   for   everyone  within   all
nations   and   for  equal  rights   for  each  nat:ion  within   the   international
community.

All  nations  have  underlined   their   commitment   to   the  pronotion   of  human
rights.     This   cormitmet`t  has   found  expression  Specifically   in   the  numerous
covenants,   declarations   and  resolutions   adopted  by  Member   States   of  this
Organization.     Regimes   which  have  consistently  denied   their  people  such  rights
have  been   condemned.     It   is  nonetheless  regrettable  that:  violations   of  human
rights   in  various   forms  still  continue   to  exist.

And  nowhere  has   such  violations   taken   such   a  rnasBive  and  grotesque   form
as   in  southern  Africa  where  institutionalized  racism  i§  entrenched  and  where  a
human  being  is   judged,  not  by  his   contribution   to   society,   not  I)y  his
humanity,  but  by  the  piginei`tation  of  his   skin  and  the  origih  of  his  race.

But  whether   in  Africa  or   elsewhere  on   the  globe,   the  people  who  have  been
denied   their  fundamental  rights  have  not   failed   to  resist  such  oppression,
humiliation  and  exploitation.     This   resistance  has   taken  different   forms,
including,   as  a  last  resort,   armed  struggle.     To   those  millions  of  oppressed
people  who  Suffer   the  ordeal   of  colonialism  and  racist  domination,   and  to
millions   more   elsewhere  who   languish  under   foreigri  occupation,   they  have   known
no   peace  and  no  reprieve   froni  burdens  o£  living.     These  situations  are  a      -
negation  of  peace;   indeed,   they  constitute  a  threat  to  it   in  that   they  affect
the  security  of  the  world  as  a  whole.

It   is   therefore  only  logical   that  Mefroer  States   of  this  Organization  have
not  been  found  lacking  in  their  support   for  the  struggle  waged  by  liberatior`
movements   against  the  sy§teus   and  regimes   practising  the  obnoxious   policies   of
colonialism,   foreign  occupat:ion  and  apartheid.

The  conflict   in  southern  Africa  is   about   the  choice  between  domination
and   freedom,   apartheid  and  non-racialism,   inhumanity  and  human  dignity.     It
concerns   the  right  of  all  human  beings   to   freedom  arid  equality  regardless   of

(more)
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race  or  colour.     It   is  a  Struggle  which  must  be  of  concerri   to  all  of  us,   for
the  t`egation  of  humanity  ariywhere   is   a  negation   of  humanity  everywhere.     To
the  people  of  that  part  of  the  world,   it  has  ineanc  a  perpetual  nightmare  of
constant  resistance  against  oppression  by  the  racist  white  minority  regimeg.

This   cotistant  oppression  of  the  people  of  southern  Africa   is   equally  an
arrogant  repudiation  of  international  norms  and  a  scorn  to  civilization.     It
becoines  a  challenge   therefore  to   the  civilized  world   to  put  al`  end  to   this
tragic  absurdity.

The  pernicious  system  of  apartheid  and  its  brutal   inst:ruments  of
repression  and  oppression  of  the  African  people  continue  to  reign  Supreme.
The  continued   illegal   occupation   of  Namibia  by  the  South  African  regime   in
clef iance  of  international   lan  and   the  will  of  the   international  community  and
in  total   obstruction  o£  the  United  Nations'   plan   for   the   independence  of  that
Territory,   the  deteriorating  and  uncertain  Situation  in  Zifroabt.e  are  all   clear
manifestations  of  the  shortcomings   that   face  our  Organization   in  our
collective  searcl`  for   freedom  and  human  dignity.

Yet,   as  we   lament  our   failures,  we  must  also  recognize   the  achievements
that  our  Organization  has  iiiade   in  the   field  of  decolonization.     Indeed,   there
is  no  doubt  that  the  process   of  decolonizatior`  has  been  one  of  the  glorious
chapters  of   the  United   Nationg.     The  very  growth  of  our  membership   to   its
present  level   testifies   Co   this   process.

Next   year  we   shall  be  commemorating  the   twentieth   anniversary  of  the
Declaration   on   the  Granting  of  Independence   [o  Colonial  Countries   and
Peoples.     That  occasion  will  be  significant   in   that  it  will   provide  an
opportunity  for  nations   to  reaffirm  their  unflinchirig  support   for
decolonization.     The  world   cotnm`mity  will   also  be  able   to  review  Strategies   in
conformity  with  the  contemporary  realities  with  a  view  to   liquidating  the  last
and  remaining  vestiges  of  colonialism  and  racism.

In  the  Middle  East,   the  situation  remains   fluid  and  complex.     Recent
developments  have   given  birt:h   to  new  realities   and  also  nev  problems   which
have  to  be  reckoned  uith  while  the  int:ernational   comuni[y  endeavours  to   find
a   just  and  lasting  solution   to   the  confl  ct.     It  must  however  be  stressed   that
peace   in   the  Middle  East  will   continue  to   elude   the  area   if  the  root  cause  of
the  conflict   is  not   taken  fully  into  account.     The  core  of  the  Middle  East
problen  is   the  continued  denial   of  the  inalienable  rights  of  the  Palescinian
people   to  self-determination,   including  the  right   to  establish  ar`   independent
§ ta te ,

The  realization  of  that  right,   the  refusal   to  give  legitimacy  to   the
fruits  of  conquest,   the  respect  of  the  right  of  all  States   in  the  area  to  an
independent  existence,   are  conditions  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  a
genuine,  viable  and  permanent  peace   in  the  region.     Further[nore,   it   is   evident
that  in   the  search   for  such  a  just  solution,   the  role  of  the  Palestine
Liberation  Organization  (PLO),   the  representative  of   the  Palestiniar`  people,
is   pivotal.     It   is   the  responsibility  of  all  nations   to   give  unlimited  §uppor[
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and   encouragement   [o  all   ef forts   designed   to  attain   this   objective.     It   i8  my
hope   that  during  this   Assembly  we  shall  be  able   [o  rriake  a   contribution   towards
that   end.

-The  tragic   situation   in  Lebanon  continues   to   cause  serious   concern  to   the
international   community.     The  senseless  bombings   of  civilian   targets   causing
considerable  loss  of  life  and  destruction   further   threaten  the  peace  and
security  of   the  region.     The  world  community  must  redouble   its  efforts   to
bring  an   end   to   this   tragedy  so   that   the   freedom,   independence,   sovereignty
and   territorial   integrity  of  Lebanon  are  respected.

In  Cyprus   the  situation  remains   polarized.     It   is   regrettable   that
despite   the  efforts   of   the  United   Nations,   there  seems   to  be  no   end   in  sight
to   the   tragedy  of  Cyprus.     The   international   community  mugt  redouble   its
efforts   in  support:  of  a   solution  which  will   ensure   the  respect   for   I:he

::d::::d::c: ,ns:v:::i::t£:I:::;i:::i::n£:::g:`;:yc::u:::;:: :gn:::twhoftg::u::e     .
intentions   and  actions  of  the  United  Nations,   these  cannot  be  a  substitute   for
the  efforts   and   determination  of   the  Cypriot   people   themselves.

I  am  therefore  taking  this   opportunity  of  appealing  on  behalf  of  the
Uni^ted   Nations   to   the  Cypriot   leaders   [o   promote  a  more  meaningful   and
effective  dialogue  in  order   to  bring  to  an  end  the  tragedy  which   faces   their
country.     In   this  respect,   it   is  regrettable   that   the  positive  dialogue
undertaken  earlier  this   year   bet`Jeen  President  Kyprianou  and  the  leader  of  the
Turkish   community,   Mr.   Denktash,   at   the   initiative  of   the   Secretary-General,
has  not  been   followed  up  by  the  parties   concerned.     It   is  my  hope   that   the
Spirit  which  permeated   those   talks  will  be  revived   in   the   interest  of  Cyprus
and   its   people.

I  v7ould  now   like   to   turn   to   one  of  the  serious   problems  which  has   rightly
preoccupied   the  attention  of   the   international   colnmunity,   namely,   the   growth
of  the  refugee   population.     When  people  are  denied   their  rights,   they   feel
insecure.      But   so   do   those  who   deny   them   these  rights®     A8   a  result  of   the
combination   of  fear,   on   the  one  hand,   and  political,   cultural,   economic  and
sometimes  religious   persecution  or   deprivation,   on   the  other,   more  and  more
people  are  fleeing  their  national   territories.     Internatiorial   and  regional
conflicts  have   increased   the   tempo  and   circumstances   of   flight.     With  over   10
million  refugees,   the  world  has  not   seen  §o  many,   in  peace   time,   a   crying
testimony  of  man's   ir`hunanity   [o  man.

The  United  Nations,   through   its   office  of  the  High  Colrmissioner   for
Refugees,  has   done  a   great   deal   t:o   alleviate   the   plight  of  refugees.     But
Member   St:aces   can   and  Should  do   more   to   stem  the   tide  of  refugees   and   to
ameliorate   their   condition.     They  can  respond  as  required  by  accepting  their
hurlianitarian  obligation   to  receive  and  prot:ect   the   people  affected.     They  can
also  help  by   increasing   their  contribution   Co   the  resources   of   the  United
Nations   High   Commissioner   for   Refugees.      But   above  all,   they   can  make  such
human   flights   unnecessary   in   two  ways.     Firstly,   on   the  natiorial   level,   they
can   observe  or   enforce   the  various   covenant:s   and  norms   of  human   conduct   and
government  responsibility,   so   that  none  of   t:heir   citizens  will  be  obliged,   for
whatever  reasons,   to  vote  with   the   feet:     Secondly,   they  can   uphold  the

(more)



C

giv

0

®

-7- Press   Release   GA/5988
18   Septehoer   1979

principles  of  the  Charter  of  our  Organization,  resolve   international  disputes
peacefully  and  build  constructive  relations  with  neighbours  and  within
regions.     In  this  way,   they  will  make  human  migration  across   frontiers
unTieces§ary.

The  United  Nations   is   an   instrument  of  peace.     1[  was   established
pri"rily  to  promote   this  objective.     But   the  achievement  of  this   goal
continues   to  be   frustrated  by  the  development  of  riew  and  even  ti.ore
sophisticated  means  of  human  destruction.     That   is   why  peace  cannot  be
considered  without  reference   to   the   instruments  of  war.

I)espite   detente   and   the  spirit  of  rapprochement  among  the  great  Powers,
the  world  is   still   living  in  a  very  fragile  peace.     For  while  the
international  atmosphere  has  cert:ainly  improved  as  a  result  of  the  reduction
of  tension  among  the  il`ajor  Powers,   the  danger  of  a  nuclear  war  has  not  been
eliminated.     For  some   time  now,   the  final   objective  of  the  ef forts  of  all
States   has   been  general   and  complete  disarri.ament  under   effect:ive   international
control,  while  the   immediate  goal   is   to  eliminate  the  danger  of  nuclear  war,
to  halt  and  reverse   the  arms   race   and   to   clear   the  path   towards   lasting  peace.

The  relaxation  of  int:ernational   tensions   through  detente  and  peaceful
coexistence  has   contributed  greatly  towards   this   proce§§   and  also   towards   the
initiation  of  other  negotiations.     Today.   the  mutual  reduction  of   forces   in
Europe,   the  Conference  on   European   Security  and  Co-operation  and  the
implementation  of   the  Declaration  on   the   Indian  Ocean   as  a  Zone  of  Peace  and
SALT  negotiations,  are  characteristic  of  the  attempts   to  establish  a  new  era
of  peace.     Ithile  co-operation  should  replace  confrontation,   there   i§  need   to
ensure  that  this   co-operation   i§   universal   and  not  confined  to  a  group  of
nations.      It   should   ensure   t:he  establishment  of  a  more  secure  world   in  which
peace   i§   based  on   lesser   dependence   on   arlriamentg,   and  not   on   the  outmoded
theory  of  the  balance  of   terror  and  mutual   destruction.     It  should  also  ensiire
the  participation  of  all  nations   in  determining  the  lnodalities   of  peace,
taking  into  consideration   the  sovereignty  and   independence  of  all   the  nations
--big  and  small.

The  entire   international   community  has   come   to  realize  that  international
peace  and  security  is   indivisible.     IC  has   to  be   total  and   global   to  be  viable
and  lastirig.     This  Imist  enable  nations   to   give  priority  to   the  economic
well-being  of   Cue  vJorld'§   people   instead  of   piling  up  armaments.

Disarmamerit,   decolonization   and  human  rights   are  not   the  only  ingredients
of   international  security.     Lasting  peace  can  only  be  ensured  if  it   is   also
based  on  a   foundation  of  economic   just:ice  and  equality.     It   i8   irl  recognition
of  this   prit`ciple   that  at   the  sixth  special  session  of  the  General  Assembly,
the  international   colmunity  proclaimed  its  determination  to  `Jork  urgently  for
the   establishment  of   the  naii   international   economic   order  based  on  sovereign
equality,   interdependence,   common   interest  and  co-operation   among  all   States.
For  we  calmot  talk  of  political   and   civic  rights   in   isolation  from  economic
and  social  rights.

Today,   the  thirty-fourth   session   of  the  General   Assembly  of  the  United
Nations   is  being  convened  at  a  most   critical   moment   in   the  history  of  on-going
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North/South   dialogue  and   international  economic  negotiation   processes.     In
this   year  alone,   the  entire  question  of  international   economic  relations  has
been  examined   in  several  major  world   conferences.     The  Ministerial  Meeting  of
the  Group  of  77   in  Arusha,   the  Fifth  United   Nations   Conference  on  Trade   and
Development   in  Planila,   the  Preparatory  Committee   for   the  New  International
Development   Strategy,   the  United   Nations   Committee  of  the  whole   established
under  General   Assembly  resolution   32/174,   the   Northern   Economic   Summ.it   in
Tokyo,   the  second  regular   session   of  the   Economic   and   Social   Council   of   1979,
the  FAO  World  Conference   on   Agrarian   Reform  and   Rural   Development,   the   United
Nations   Conference   on   Science   and  Technology   for   Development,   also   in  Lusake
at   the  Commonwealth   Surimit   as  well   as   in  Havana   at   the   Sixth   Surmnit   Conferer!ce
of  lion-Aligned   States.

But   I   think  the   time  has   come  when   the  realm  of  dialogue  has   to   give  way
to   the  realm  of  action.     The   discussions   in  various   fora   on  a  nell
international   order  have  been   long  and  comprehensive.     They  have  been  able   to
isolate  and  bring  into   focus  many   practical   areas  of  international
co-operation   [o  make  interdependence  a  reality.     These   practical   elements
continue   to  be  denied  application  through   the  pursuit  of  narrow,   short-term
interests.     The   political   I.;/ill   to   implement   §olu[ioris  `.]hich  have  obtained
overwhelming  advocacy  continues   to  be  lacking   from  those  we  expect   to  lead   in
shaping  t:his  world   into   a   truly  interdependent  one,  mutually  §upporcive  and
reinforcing.

Many  decisions   and  resolutions   adopt:ed  by  the  General   Assetnbly  of   the
Ut`ited   Nations  have  remained  by  and   large  unimpletnen[ed.      Dialogue  fnust
produce   concrete  results   or   confrontation  becomes   inevitable.     As   my
President,   Mwalimu  Julius   K.   Nyerere,   in  his   address   a[  Howard  University   in
Aug`Ist   1977   said:      "Confrontation   is   r`ot   a  desired   strategy   of  the  weak;   but
if  reason,   justice  and  dialogue  all   fail   to  bring  international   changes  needed
to  `Jiri   the  ``7ar   against  world   poverty,   then   economic   conflict   is   bound   to
fol 1 ow" ,

We  are  meeting  at  a   time  when   the   final   days   of  this   decade  are  closing.
This   decade  has  been  a   decade  of  §eriou§   econolnic  negotiations,   yet   the
international   economic   situation   of  low   grch.Jth  rates,   run-away  inflation,
unemployment,   serious  balance  of   payr.tents   difficulties,   particularly   for   the
developing  countries,  has   persisted.     The  gap  between  rich   and  poor   nations   is
widening  and  will   continue   to  do  so.     But  more   importantly,living  standards
in  developing  countries,   particularly  among  the  poorest,   are  falling.
Conditions   that  have  given  rise   to  abject  poverty  are  worsening  instead  of
ameliorating,   out  of  a  combination  of  many   factors,   both  nev  and  old.

The  experience  of   the   lriternational   Development   Strategy   for   the  Second
United  Nations   Development   Decade,   which   is   soon   coming  to   an   end,   should
guide  us   in   our   deli'Derations   for   the   preparation  of   the  new  strategy   for   the
Third  Decade.     All   available  data  demonstrates   clearly  that   the  present
strategy  has  tniserably   failed  in  meeting  the  aspirations  of  the  developing
countries.     The  existing  strategy  was  based  on   the  notion   that   the  development
of   the   developing  countries   could  be  achieved   through   the   transmission  or
"trickle  down"  of  growth   from  the  developed   countries.     This   process  has   not
only   failed   to  bring  about  meaningful   changes,  but  has   indeed   served   to
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Perpetuate   the   dependence  of   the   developing  countries   on   the   developed  ones
5`nstead  of  pronoting   independence.

The  present  Strategy  has   failed   to  bring  about  meaningful   changes   in
international  economic  relations  because   it  did  not  address   itself  to
fundamental   structural   changes   in  the  existing  international   economic  System.
AS  We  move   to   the  next   decade,   therefore,   these   fundament:al   structural   changes
should  be  the  target  of  negotiations   in  the  preparation  of  the  ne`t  Strategy.
The  new  strategy  must   indeed  be   designed   to   promote   the  development  of   the
developing  countries,   and  it  should  be   forrmlated  within   the  framework  of  and
directed   to  achieve   the  objectives  of  the  new  international  economic  order   in
all   its  aspects  --international   I:rade,  cotmodities,   transfer  of  real
resources,   science  and   technology,   industrialization,   food  and  agriculture.
and  Promoting  economic  and   technical   coroperation  among  developing  countries.

It   is   Said   that   knowledge  of  the  past   i§   essential   in  order  to  understand
the  present  and  plan  for  the  future.     I  submit  that  this   truism  is   equally
relevant   in  the  context  of  our  quest   for  a  new  international  economic  order.
We  rust  properly  diagnose  tt`e  pitfalls   and  set-bdcke  of  the  present  decade,
whether   in   the  realm  of   political   changes   or   the  domain  of  economic   problems,
So  as   to   equip  ourselves   to   confront  and  overcome   the  challenges   of  the  next
decade  --the  decade  of  the  l980s.

This   decade  has  been  one  of  the  most  eventful.     The  world  has  been
through  political   turmoil  which  has   perhaps   changed   to  an  extent   the
striicture§   and  the  balance  of  power.     Developing  nations  are  increasingly
demanding  their  rightful  share  and  participation  in  international  politics,  as
well   a§   in   international   economics.

The  now-aligned  movement,   in  which   the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  third
world  co`mtries  are  represented.  has   played  a  vanguard  role   in   the  struggle
for  democratization  of  international   relations  and  establishment  of  a  new
int:emational  economic  order  based  on  equity,   justice,  mi[ual  benefit  and
genuine   interdependence.     Only  nine  days   ago,   the  heads   of  State  and
Government  of  the  Don-aligned  countries  at   their  Sixth  Sunlit  Conference  in
Havana   gave  a   fresh   and  dynamic   itnpetus   and  motDentum  to   these   lofty   goals.     As
a  result  of  these  efforts,   coupled  with   imaginative  leadership  displayed  in
some   sections   of  the  developed  world,   the  need   for  change   is   no  longer
contested.     Rather,   it   is   the  nature  and  pace  of  that  change  which  continue   to
encounter  varied  reactions,  which   in   some  cases  border  on  obstruction.

The  challenge  of   the   19808,   therefore,   must   first  and   foremost   include
how   to  make  good   the  necessary  changes.     In   this   context,   it  behoves   upon
those  countries   which,   while  professing  acceptance  of  change,   continue   to
cling  to   policies   geared  to   the  maintenance  of  the  status  quo,   to  desist  from
such  policies   and   join  the  mainstream  of  the  world community.      At   the  same
time,   it   should  be  enphasized   that   for   such  changes   to  be  meaningful,   they
iTiust  be   all-encompassing.

Both  the  developed  and  the  developing  countries  "st  play  their  part  in
ensuring  that   the  changes  we  seek  result   in  the  greatest  moral   and  material
benefits   for  our  peoples.     Above  all,   it  must  be  stressed  that:  certain

(more )
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Prerequisites   are  basic   to   t:he  very   foundation  of   the  new  order  that  We  are
all   aspiring  for.     Thus,   it  would  not  be  enough   to   demand  national   rights
Without   erlsuring  human  rights  within  nations.     It  would  likewise  be  of  limited
effect   if  nations   demand  change  and  embark  on   the  establishment  of  new
international  norms  without  establishing  corresponding  ones  at   the  national
level.     We  must  aim  a[   the  strengthening  of  national   foundations  of  power   and
the  elimination  of  glaring  inequalities  between  peoples  within  nations   and
between  nations.

There  is  no  better   instrument,   or   for   that  matter  no  real   alternative
institution   for  bringing  about  such  change,   than  the  United  Nations.     The
United  Nations   is   the  "®st  representative  institution,   particularly
Considering  that   the   goal   of   universality  is   almost  within  our  reach.     tJe  must
therefore  endeavour  to   ensure  that   the  United  Nations   family  of  orga'nizations
is   equipped   to   face   the  new  challenges.     To  make   it  accommodative   to  such
change,   it   is  necessary  to   provide   for  broader  land  enhanced  participation  of
all  nations.     It   is   equally   imperative   to  ensure   the  democratization  of  the
United   Nations   institutions.     Above  all,   we  imst  work  to   improve   the
ef fectivenes§   of  our  Orgar`iza[ion.     This  becomes   all   the  more  relevant  wllen  we
take  into  account  the  fact   that  the  United  Nations   today  faces  what  has  been
described   as  a  crisis  of  confidence.

®

We   in   this   Assembly  can  make  a  sound  beginning  towards   that  objective  by
ensuring  that  our  deliberations   and   the  decisions  we  arrive  at  enhance   the
United  Nations   as   an   instrument   for   the  promotion  of  peace,   freedom,   justice,
international  security  and  international  cocoperation.     Perhaps   the   time  has
come   that  we  should  be  Trore  concerned  in   the   implemen[ation   of  the  decisions
that  we  arrive  at  rather  than  in  the  proliferation  of  the  resolutions   that  we
adopt.     We   should  also  aim,   wherever   possible,   to   adopt   decisions   which  will
mobilize   the  capabilities   and  meet   the  aspirations  of   the  people  we
represent.     Equally  important,  we  "st  seek  to   involve   the  commitment  of  world

`::#;::::::::::::':V:::Ss:;: :::::r§::1:r::d::ic:q:::1:;I::: ]:::::: :: Ln a           .
The  hope   for   peace  burns   eternal   in   the  breast  of  mankind.     The  quest   for

enduring  peace   is   an  arduous  but   glorious  crusade,   bringing  together  all
nations  of  different  political   persuasion  and  diverse  cultures   in  one  splendid
and   fulfilling  march.

There   i§   not,   and  never  has  been,   any  one  cause  of  war.     But  never   in   the
recent  history  of  man  and   international   intercourse  have   there  been  §o  many
causes   for  war  as   prevail   today.     I  have  referred   to   Some  of  them:     the
monumental   poverty  of  two   thirds   of   the  world's   people,   the  widespread
deprivation  of  political   and  human  rights,   the  escalating  arms  race  and  the
refusal   to  respect   the  sovereignty  of  others,   including  their  sovereignty  over
their  national  resources.

(more )
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Each   and   every  one  of   these  represents   a  strealli  of  poterltial   unrest,
impatience  and  revolt.     Their  confluence   could  be   the   flood  waters   of  world
instability  arid  war.     But   that  confluence  could  also  be   tuned   into  a  giant
dam  of  mankind's  hope   for   development  and   peace.

Our   United   Nations  was   instituted   to   promote   that  second   challenge.     It
is  not  beyond  the  will   of  man  or  nation   to  work  for   peace.     I  believe  that  our
Organization  is   capable  of  strengthening  this  uill.     With  your  co-operation  we
can  make  this   thirty-fourth   session  of  the  United   Nations  General   Assembly  a
t:urning  point   in  man's   eternal   journey   towards   freedom,   unity,   equality  and
coroperation  --   the  true  cornerstones   of  peace.     And   I  could   think  of  no
better  way  of  crowning  a   year  which   the  United   Naitions  has   dedicated  a§   the
International   Year  of  the  Child  to  strengthen  our  commitment  to   these  lofty
ob j ec t iv es .
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THE     PBESIDENT

0F    THE

GENERAL    ASSEMBLY

Messa e  from  the  President  of  the  General  Assembl
IIis  Excellenc Mr.   Salim  Ahmed  Salim

on  the  occasion  of  the  Memorial  Service  held  for
the  late  General  Josiah  }fa -Ion

on  Sunda 30  Decent)er  1979
at  the  United  Nations  Church  Center New  York  Cit

I  have  learned  with  profound  sorrow  of  the  tragic  death  of  our

tirother,  General  Josiah  Magana  Tongogara.     As  a  founding  member  of  ZANU

and  one  of  the  leading  members  of the  Patriotic  Front,  he  dedicated  his

active  services  to  the  cause  of  the  people  of  Zimbabwe  throughout  the  most

difficult  period of their  struggle  for  liberation.

As  Chief  of  ZANU's  defence  forces  for  more  than  a  decade,  General

Tongogara  played  an  important  role  in  the  ams  resistance  of the  Zimba.bwean

people  against  racist  minority  d6rination.    It  is  through  his  dedicated.

leadership,  as  much  a,s  through  the  dedica,ted  leadership  of  the  Patriotic  Front

of  Zimbabwe  as  a  Whole  and  the  sacrifices  made  by  so  many  sons  and  dauchtel.s

of  Zimbabwe,  that  we  are  Bow witnessing  important  positive  developments  in

Zimbabwe  giving  us  the  hope  for  the  birth  of  a  new  independent  nation.    His

death  is  therefore  a  tremendous  loss  to  the  people  of  Zimbabwe  and more

particularly  all  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  struggle  for  the  liberation

of that  country.    It  is  also  an  enormous  loss  to  all  those  in  Africa  as  well  a.a

to  those .within  the  interna.tional  Community  who  have  worked  persistently  in
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support  of  the  freedom  struggle  in  Zimbabwe.     He  will  certainly  be  missed.

I  am  convinced,  nonetheless,  that  his  untimely  death,  like  the  passing  away

of many  gallant  leaders  of  the  freedom  struggle  before  him,  both  in  Zimbatjwe

and  elsewhere  in  the  African  Continent,  will  serve  to  inspire  us  all  to  do

everything  possible  to  ensure  the  realization  of  the  objective  for  which

General  Tongogara  dedicated  his  life,  namely,  the  freedom  and  dignity  of  his

people .

I  very  much  regret  that  due  to  circumstances  beyond  my  control  it  is

not  possible  for  me  to  be  personally  present  to  participate  in  this  memorial

service.     I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  deep  sympattry  and

condolences  to  the  leaders  and  militants  of  ZANU  and  the  entire  Patriotic

Front  on  the  irreplacea.ble  loss  they have  suffered  in  the  untimely  death  of

this  dedicated  and  militant  freedom  fighter.     I  wish  also  to  request  the

representatives  of the  Patriotic  FI.ant  present  to  be  kind  enough  to  convey

my  heartfelt  sympathy  and  condolences  to  the  bereaved  family.
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