
STATEMENT    BY    THE    SECRETARY    GENERAL   OF   THE    ORGANIZATION   OF   THE
AFRICAN    UNITY,     DR.     SALIM    AHMED    SALIM,     AT    THE    INAUGURAL

SESSION   OF    THE    SIXTH    SUMMIT    CONFERENCE   0F    THE    ORGANIZATION    OF-iLEE.±s±A±±±g.  CONFERENCE   t DAKAR.j±E±!EgAL  i;E6EriBER   9 . i99L:I-

MR.     CHAIRMAN,
YOUR    MAJESTY,
YOUR   HIGHNESSES,    YOUR    EXCELLENCIES,     DISTINGUISHED    HEADS    OF
STATE    ANI)    GOVERNMENT,
ljADIFS    AND    GENTLEMEN,

I    WOULD    LIKE    FROM    THE    OLTTSET    TO    THANK   THE    ORGANIZATION    OF    THE
ISLAMIC    CONFERENCE    AND    THE    GOVERNMENT    OF    SENEGAL    FOR    THE    KltlTI)
INVITATION    EXTENDED    TO    US    TO    ATTEND    THIS    SIXTH    Sl-MMIT
CONFERENCE    OF   YOUR    ORGA^'IZATI0N.        THE    PARTICIPATION    OF    THE    OAIT
DEI,EGATION,\`.HIGH    I    HAVE    THE    HONOUR    TO    HEAD    IN    THIS    CONFERENCE
IS    I\'DICATI\*E    0F    THE    IMPORTANCE    WE    ATTACH    TO    THE    Rot_jE    AND
ACTI\-ITIES    llF    THE    O.I.C`.        THIS    ROLE    HAS    GROWN    T\'    IMPORTANCE    AS
TIIE    `-EARS    II.\VE    GONE    BY.        AT    THE    S.IME    TIME    WE    TAKE    PRIDE    IN    THE
I{NOWLEDGE    T}lAT    THE    }lAJORITY    OF    THE    MEMBER    STATES    OF    YOUR
ORGA\-IZATIO\-ARE   AFR,IC.I\T    STATES.        IT    IS    EVIDENT    THAT    AFRICA
I,OES    P[.AY    A\.    IMPORTANT    ROLE    [N    THE,    O.I.C.     ACT]\r]TtES.         [T    [S
THEREFORE    O\-LY    LOGICAL    THAT    TIIE    LINKS    BETWEEN    THE    ISLAMIC
CONFERENCE    ORGANIZATION    AND    THE    ORGANIZATION    OF    .IFRICAN
l-\TITY    HAVE    BEEN    STEADIL`-STRENGTHENED.I    WISH    TO    STRESS,
HOWE\-ER,THAT    IT    IS    NOT    O\TLY    THE    AFRICAN    COMPOSITION    OF    THE
O.I.C'.     WHICH    UNDERLINES     THE    IMPORTANCE    WE
.iTTACHE    TO    i-OUR    ROLE    A\'D    ACTIVITIES.        MORE    IMPORT.+NTLY    WE    ARE
C'ONSC.IOUS    OF    TIIE    SI}1IL\RITt'    OF    PROBLEMS    DISCUSSEP    BY    OUR    TWO
C)RGA\-IZATIO\-S    AS    WELL    .\S    THE    CHALLENGES    CONFRONTI\TG    OUR
RESPEC.TIVE    }!EMBER    STATES.        THESE    R.INGE    FROM    ISsl-ES    0F    SECURITY
TO    THOSE    0F    ECONOMIC    DE\-ELOPMENT    ,ls    WELL    AS    THE    COMMON
STRUGGLE    FOR    FREEDOM    A^.D    DIGNITY   OF   OUR   RESPECTI\-E    PEOPLES    BE
IT    I.\-SOUTH    AFRICA    OR    1\-P.1^LESTINE.        IN    THIS    RESPECT    WE
P.iRTIC'ULARLT    APPRECIATE    THE    FACT    THAT    THE    O.I.C.     HAS    BEEN
DEALI\.G    WITH    MANY    PRESSI`'G    .AFRICAN    PROBLEMS    AND    INVARIABIjY
COMI`'G   OUT   `-ITI{   POSITIO\-S    SUPPORTIVE   OF   THE    STRl-GGLE   0F   THE
.iFRIC`.t\T    PEOPLES    IN    THE    POLITICAL,     ECONOMIC,     SOCI.ill       AND
SECURITY    FIELI)S.        \`TE    ARE    ALSO   APPRECIATIVE    OF    THE    IMPORTANT
S'i'PPORT    BOTH    MOB.iL    AND    >!.ATERIAL    GIVEN    BY    INDIVIDl-.+L    NO\T
.IFRIC`.IN    MEMB.ER    STATES    OF    THIS    ORGANIZATION    TO    M.\`-Y    AFRICAN
STATES    AS    TE{EY    STRUGGLE    .iMIDST    FORMIDABLE    OBSTAC`LES    FOR    THE
EC.ONO}1IC    AhtD    SOCIAL    DE\-ELOP}IENT    OF    THEIR    COUNTRIES    AND

A+.            PEOPLES.#WE    ARE    P.iRTIcl.L.IRI.Y    PLEASED   THAT    YOUR    CO\TFERE\.CE    IS
I.+KI`-G    PLACE    HERE    IN    DAK_iR,    THE    BEAUTIFUL    CAPIT.\T_    CITY   OF
SEtw.EG.1L.        THIS    COUNtTRY,     ITS    PEOPLE    AND    ITS    LEADERS    HAVE    BEEN
PLAYI\'G   AN    IMPORT.ANT    ROLE    \-OT   ONLY    IN    AFRICAN    AFFAIRS    BUT    AIHSO
=`\'    TliE    REAL}10F    I\-TERN.iTIO_\..+L    RELATIONS.        SENEG.IL,     UNDER   THE
LEADERSHIP    C`F    ITS    ESTEE>IED    HEAD    OF    STATE,     PRESIDE:`TT    ABDOU
?IOUF,    HAS    SERVED   AFRIC.i   WELL    BY    ITS    PRINCIPLEI)    .`ND    IN\'OLVED
I:OMMIT}IENT    =\T    THE    QUEST    FOR    PEACE    AND    INTERNATIO`-.Alu    SECURITY.

SENEG_iL    HAS    ALSO   BEEN    1`-    THE    FOREFRONT   OF    PROMOTING   AFRICAN
SOLID.IRITY   THROUGH    POLITIC.iL   AND    ECONOMIC   CO0PER.iTION   AND
:\'TEGRATIor`.    As   wEljL   As    THIRD   wORluD   uNITy   AND   cOOpERATION.
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THE    CONVENING    OF    THIS    CONFERENCE,     HERE    IN    DAKAR,     IS    NOT    ONLY    A
TESTIMONY   TO    THE    POSITION    THAT    SENEGAL   OCCUPIES    IN    THE    ISLAMIC
WORLD    BUT    ALSO    A    TRIBUTE    TO   OUR    CONTINENT.         I        WISII    TO    THANK
THE    GOVERNMENT    AND   THE    PEOPLE   OF    SENEGAL    FOR   ACCEPTING   THIS
HONoUR    AND    E-\rpRESS    OUR    GRATITUDE    To    THEM    FOR    THE    WARM
RECEPTION   AND    GENEROUS    HOSPITAljlTY   ACCORDED   TO    US    SINCE   OUR

!4EHZ
.IRRIVAL    IN    D.\KAR.
T.iKING    PLACE    +.`\MID
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I\'TERNAT[ONAL    SCENE.         I    I]AVE    N0    DESIRE    TO    ALLUDE    IN    DETAIL    TO
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CONSCIOUS    OF    THEM.        SUFFICE    IT    TO    SAY   HOWEVER    THAT    IN    THE
LIGHT    OF    THESE    CHANGES,     IT    IS    ABSOLUTELY    IMPERATI\'E    THAT
.\1EMBERS    0F    THIS    ORGAiNIZ.\TIO\.,     LIKE    THE    MEMBERS    OF    THE    O.A.I..  ,
H.ivH    TO    ORGA:\-IZE    THEMSEL\.ES    IN    ORDER    TO    RESPOND    IN    SUCH    A
:`{.+NNER    SO    TH.IT    WE    ARE    NOT    Coin-DE}INED    TO    A    PERIPHERAL    POSITIO\T.
\t-E    HA\'E    A    RIl`IHT    TO    EXPECT    THAT    IN.    THE    NEW    ORDER    THAT    IS
I:\-FOLDING,     OITR    COUNTRIF.S    ARE    ENABLED    TO    PLAY    THEIR    RIGHTFUI_
I,OLE    AND    TO    BE    BENEFICIARIES    LIKE    THE    REST    OF    THE
=`\TERNATION.IL    CO"UNITY    IN   A   WORljD   WHERE   COLD   WAR    IS    A    MATTER
:.'E-HISTORY.         I     REMAIN    CC)\-\'I\-CED,     }IR.     CHAIRMAN,     THAT       YOUR
C,P`GANIZATIO\-    WILL    BEAR    THIS    IN    MIND    AND    LIVE    UP    TO    THE
I::i.iLLENGES    l|F    THE    HOUR.

SIXTH    SUMMIT    CONFERENCE    OF    THE    O.I.C.     IS
BACKDROP    OF    FAR-REACHING    CHANGES    ON    THE

=T    IS    CLEAR    HOWE\.-ER,     TH_\T    .A\-Y    MEA\TINGFUL    INPUT    TO    THE    .IGEND.i
c=   THE   woRljr\    TOD.iy   REQiTIREs    THE    it^'ITv,    soLIDARIT`-AND   c`oHEsloN
C`F    OUR    RESPEl`TIVE    STATES    A\-D    ORGANIZATIONS.
I:its    COMMON    POSITION    MLTST    BE    BASED    ON    THE    LONG    CHERISHED
.=P.INCIPLES    l`F    OPPOSITIO\-    TO    .AGGRESSION    IN    ANY    FOR}I    OR
I(.i\TIFESTATIC`\-    Ah'D    FROM    h-HATEVER    QIT.+RTER.        IT    MUST    BE    GROUNDED
C}`.    THE    PRINC.IPLES    OF    STRl-GGLING    FOR    JUSTICE,     EQUITY,     AND    FAIR
=L.IY.         IT    Ml-ST    ALSO    BE    l-\TDERPINED    BY   OUR   OWN    COLLECTIVE    WILL
.i\-D    DESIRE    Ill    TR_i\TSLATE    OltR    DECLAR.+TIONS    OF    COOPERATIO\-AMO\TG
:-_-R    cOu\'TRIEs,     pEOpLEs    .i\.D   ORGANlzATIONs    INTO   c`Or\-CRETE
•i- -` T I 0 r\T S  .
==FORE    CONCI_l-DIN.G,     I    WISH    TO    CRAVE    YOUR    INDULGE\:CE    HOWEVER    TO
i.=FER    VERY    BRIEFLY   TO    Fol-R   PRESslhTG    ISSUES    WHICH    .+RE    OF
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.i.:-ENm    OF   THE   HIGHEST   ORGA\-s    OF   THE   O.A.u.        THE    poslTION   OF
I:iE    CONTINE`-TAL   ORGANIZ.iTIO\-,    WHICH    IS    KNOWN    TO    EVERYO\-E,
i.=.YAlh.S    FIR>!    AND    UNTEQUI\-OCAL:     WE    .IRE    FOR   A    JUST    .I\'D    LASTING
s`iLUTlor\'   wHlcH   T.iKES    INTo   ACcoUNT
I:lE    INALIENABLE   RIGHT   OF    THE   PALESTINIAN   PEOPLE    TO    SELF
==TER}IINATIO\-AND    INDEPE\-DE\-CE    IN   .ACCORDANCE   WITH    THE    RELEVANT

P``



-3-

UNITED    NATIONS    RESOLUTIONS    AS    WELL   AS    THE    RESPECT    OF    THE
PRINCIPLE   OF    INADMISSIBILITY   OF   ACQUISITION   OF   TERRITORY    BY
FORCE.        THE    O.A.U.     HAS    .ICCORDINGLY    WELCOMED    AND    FOLLOWED    WITH
ATTENTION    THE    PEACE    PROCESS    THAT    HAS    BEEN    INITI.iTED    IN   MADRID
ANI)    CONSEQUENTLY   APPEALS    TO    THE    PARTIES    DIRECTL`-    INVOLVED    IN
THE   r\'Er,oTIATloNs    so   THAT    PEACE   AND   jusTlcE   CAN    FI\TALLy   PREVAIL
IN    THAT    REGION.        IN    THIS    RESPECT,     WE    REAFFIRM    Ol:R    SUPPORT    FOR
AND    SOLIDARITY   WITli    THE    PALESTINIAN    PEOPLE,    UNDER    THE
LEADERSHIP    OF    THE    PALESTINIAN    LIBERATION   ORGANIZ.ITION.

F`.,b`f`rlE!
AFRlcA,     THE    cor\TTINUED    ExlsTEi\TCE   OF   A    NUMBER    OF    AREAs    OF

"TENSION    IS    _i    SOURCE    OF    }L\JOR    CONCERN    TO    THE    O.A.i-.        OUR

oRGAIt'IZATlor\-    Is   sTRlvlnr,    To   ENGAGE   ACTlvELv   IN   THE   DIFFlcuLT
T`+SK    OF    MAN.AGING    INTER^\T.IL    .\\TD    INTER-STATE    CONFLIC.TS    WHICH    WE
+(UST    .-\DMIT,     HAVE    TAKEN    0\'    TRAGIC    PROPORTIONS    IN    SOME    CASES.         I
WouljD    BE    FAILING    IN    MY    DIT\'    IF    I    DID   NOT    REFER    1\-THIS    RESPECT
To   THE    slTU.\Tlori'    IN    THE    HOR\-   oF    `iFRlcA    .AND   MORE    spEclFICAljLV
TO    THE    TRAGEDY    THAT    HAS    BEF.ALLEN    OUR    BROTHERS    .I\-D    SISTERS    OF
SOMALIA.         1\-VIEV+'    OF    THE    F.ICT    TH.\T    SOMALIA    IS    BOTH    A    HEMP,ER    OF
THE    0.A.I.     .\\TD   OF    THE    O.I.c.     IT    Is    Ir\'cu}IBENT   0\-I-s    TO    TAKE
IRGEh-T    STEPS    TO    PULL    THIS    COUNTRY    BACK    FRO}I    THE    BRINK   OF
I-URTHER    DIS.\STER.

h-tTH    REGARD    TO    SOUTH    AFRIC.i,     I    WILlu    THIS    TIME    .\R0lTND    BE
SPEAKING    Ih-iipTI>tlsTlc.    T=R\ts    Inj'    \.IEw   OF    RECENT    DE\-ELOpMENTs.
I\.DEED,     AN    HISTORIC    CO\-FERE\-CE    WHICH    BROUGHT    TOGETHER    MOST    OF
THE    ORGANIZ_tT`I0NS    REPRES=\-TING    THE    OPPRESSED    PEOPLE    AT    THE    END
OF`    OC`TOBER    THIS    TE.iR,     EST.iBLISHED    .i   U\TITED    PATRIl`TIC    FRONT
\``ITH    .i    PLAN    l)F    ACTION    AI}1ED    AT    HASTE\'ING    THE    DE}lISE    OF
.IPARTHEID.        THE    GOVERN}lE\-I    0F    SOITTH    AFRICA    AND    THE
REPRESENTATI\tEs    c>F   THE    FRO`-I   HA\'E    .+LREADy   TAKEr\'    .i    DEclslvE
STEP    BY    AGRE:EING    ON    A    C.iLE`-DAB    AND    DATE    FOR   NEGOTIATIONS    WHICH
h-ILL    START    SOMETI}1E    THIS    }IO\-TH.        THESE    NEGOTIATIO`.S    WILL
I)F.FI.\TITELY    >`-OT    BE    EASY    1\-    \-IEW    OF    THE    COMPLEXIT`-    OF    THE    ISSUES
TO    BE    CONSIDERED.     IT    IS    OUR    VIEW,     THAT    EVEN   THol-GH    ALL    PARTIES
SHOL'LD    BE    E`-COURAGED    TO    }lo\-I    AHEAD    A`'D    MAKE    PROGRESS    IT    IS    ALL
THE    S.i}IE    NECESSARY   TO    C.l`,\-TI\-UE    TO    EXENT    PRESSURE    ON    PRETORIA
1\-ORDER    TO    HASTE\-THE    jp.ACE    OF    TR.+NSFORMATION    OF    SOUTH    AFRICA
I\-TO    .A    DEMOCRATIC    AND    \tc`\--R.ICIAL    SOCIETY.

1\.    THE    ECONl`MIC    FIELD,    `-=    H.ivE    CO}IE    TO    TERMS    WITH    THE    FACTS
THAT    DEVELOPMENT    OF   OUR    RESPECTIVE    COUNTRIES    CA`-    ONI.Y   BE
.i.CHIE\'ED   THE:OUGH    COMPREHENSIVE    POLICIES    OF    INTEGR.iTION.        IT    IS
}`-J    LO\-GER   ALLOWED    IN    THIS    D.iY   AND    .iGE    T0    ENTERT.iI\'    ANY
=LLUSIONS    .AS    TO    THE    LI}IITATI0NS    OF    AN.Y    DEVELOPME`-I    STRATEGY    IN
I:iE   coL'r\'TRIEs   oF   THE    Sol-TH   wHlcH    IGNORE   THls    FACT.       THIS,IN
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ANY   CASE,     IS    THE    BASIS    FOR    THE    ESTABLISHMENT    OF    TIIE
EC,ONOMIC    COMMUNITY   WHOSE    TREATY    WAS    SIGNED    LAST    JUNE
(NIGERIA)    BY    AFRICAN    HEADS    OF    STATE    AND   GOVERNMENT.
\T^     T`^TTT`m     -T -.,----- _ _  _  _     --. I-      `-\,  '  LJluL,Ill,\  1,
NO    DOUBT    THAT    THE    MEMBER    STATES    OF    THE    0.I.C.     WILL
ECONOMIC    COOPERATION    WITH    THE    MEMBER    STATES    OF    THE
THE    ULT"ATE    PURPOSE   OF   +\CHIEVING    THE   OBJECTIVES    ``'E
FOR    OURSELVES     TN    THTS    RESPECT.

PANAFRICAN
IN   ABUJA
WE    HAVE

BOOST   THEIR
O.A.U.     WITH

HAVE    SET

I    WISH    YOU    E\.FRY    SLTCCESS     IN    YOUR    PROCEEDINGS    AND    I    THANK    YOIT
FOR    YOU    ATTENTION.


