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MR  CHAIRMAN,

EXCELLENCIES,

I)ls'l`lNGUISIIE1)  PARTICIPAN'l`S,

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN,

IT   IS   MY   SPECIAL    PIUVILEGE   AND    IIONC)UR   TO   13E   WITH    YOU   IN

THIS  FORUM  AND  TO  ADDRESS  YOU  ON  A  TOPIC  OF  SUCH  VITAL  IMPORTANCE

TO   US  ALlj   :   THE  ISSUE  OF  INTERNAL  CONFLICTS  IN  AFRICA.    I  WOULD  LIKE

TO   FIRST   OF   ALL    EXPRESS   MY   SINCERE   THANKS   AND    APPRECIATION    TO

MY   OLD   FRIEND   0LARA   OTUNNU,   THE   PRESIDENT  OF   THE  INTERNATIONAL

PEACE  ACAl)EMY,  FOR  IIAVING  INVI'l`ED  ME  '1`0  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  PRESENT

CONSULTATION.       I     HASTEN     TO     CONGRATULATE     HIM     AND     HIS     OTHER

COLLEAGUES   OF    THE   INTERNATIONAL    PEACE   ACADEMY   ON   ORGANIZING

THIS   ALL    IMPORTANT    AND    TIMELY   CONSULTATION    THAT    HAS   BROUGHT

TOGETHER       SUCH       DISTINGUISHED       PERSONALITIES      T0      SHARE      VIEWS,

EXPERIENCES     AND     CONCERNS     RELATING     TO     INTERNAL     CONFLICTS    IN

AFlucA  AND  TO  SEE  HOW  BEST  WE  CAN  PLAN  TC)GETIIER  TO  ADDRESS  MORE

MEANINGFULLY  THIS  HUMAN  SCOURGE.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

AFRICA    WILL     MAINTAIN     ITS    RELEVANCE    Ity     THE     NEW    WORLD

ORDER  ONLY  IF  IT  RISES  TO  THE  NEW  CHALLENGES  OF  THE  TIME  AND  MEET

THE    EXPECTATIONS   OF    THE    PEOPLE.     THESE    CHALLENGES,    OF    COURSE,

INCLUDE   THE   ELIMINATION    OF    APARTHEID   IN    SOUTH   AFRICA,   ECONOMIC

RECOVERY,       THE       FURTIIERANCE       OF    .   DEMOCRATIZATION        AND       THE

ESTABI,ISHMENT        OF        VIABLE        INSTITUTIONS        TO       CONSOLIDATE        THIS

DEMOCRACY  AS  WELL  AS  THE  PROMOTION  0F  HUMAN  RIGI]TS.,  BUT  PERHAPS,

ABoVE   ALL,   r]`t{E   [MANAGEMENT   C>F   ,]`]]AT   ALL   EM[3RAC[NG   ]SSUE   oF  ]NTRA_
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STATE   CONFI.ICTS  AND  TI-IE  ESTA13IjlsIIMENT  AND   MAINTENANCE  OF   PEACE,

SECURITY  AND  STA13ILITY  ON  OUR  CONTINENT.                      L

ALL              THESE              ISSUES,              WHICH              CONSTITUTE              OUR

0RGANIZ.ATION'AGENDA      FUR      `]`IIE      1990s,      ARE      LARGELY      INTERTWINED.

INDEED,  YOU  CANNOT ENSURE  DEMOCRACY  WITIIOUT  ECONOMIC  RECOVERY;

AFTER   ALL,   THERE   IS   NO   REAL   FREEDOM   IN   POVERTY   AND   DEPRIVATION.

NOR    CAN    WE    ENSURE    ECONOMIC    RECOVERY    WITHOUT    DEMOCRACY   OR

ENSURE   ECONOMIC   RECOVERY   WITIIOUT   A   POLITICAL   DISPENSATION   THAT

GUARANTEES      PEOPLE'S      LIBERTY      TO      EXPRESS      THEMSELVES      AND      TO

PARTICIPATE  ACTIVELY  IN  THE.  ACTIVITIES TIIAT  GOVERN  THEIR  DAILY  LIVES.

EQUALLY,  WE  CANNOT  ENSURE  ECONOMIC  RECOVERY  WITIIOUT  RESPECTING

THE   FUNDAMENTAL   RIGIITS   AND   FREEDOMS   0F   THE   HUMAN   PERSON   WIIO,

AFTER  ALL,   SHOULD   AND   MUST  BE  AT  THE  CENTER  OF  OUR  DEVELOPMENT

ENDEAVOURS.    A130VE   ALL,   WE   CANNOT   ENSURE   ECONOMIC   DEVELOPMENT

WITHOUT  GUARANTEEING  PEACE,  SECURITY  AND  STABILITY.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

OUR   PEOPLE'S   DEMAND   FOR   INDEPENDENCE   DERIVED   ITS  MAJOR

STRENGTH    FROM    THEIR    DEMAND    NOT    ONLY    FOR    HUMAN    DIGNITY    AND

FREEDOM    BUT   ALSO   FOR   PEACE,   SECURITY,   STABILITY   AND    PROSPERITY

IN   THEIR  VILLAGES,  IN   TIIEIR   SMALlj   TOWNS  ANl)  IN  ALL  THEIR  LIVES.    'I`HEY

AGITATED  FOR  GOVERNING  THEMSELVES  IN  THEIR  OWN  WAY  SO  TIIAT  THESE

IDEALS   AND    NORMS   MAY   BE    ADVANCED   AND   STRENGTHENED,   REALIZED

FuljLY  AND  SUSTAINED.    UNFORTUNATELY,  THERE  I]AVE  BEEN  DIFFICULTIES.

TODATE,   WELL   OVER   ONE-IIAIJF   OF   TIIE   COUNTRIES  IN   AFRICA   HAVE   BEEN

DIRECTljy  INvol.VED  [N  CONFI.Ic`'i`S  SINCE   l96o  AND  vm  I`iTALLy  ALL  oF  THEM

HAVE,     AL13El'1`     IN      I)IFFEREN'1`      PROPORTIONS,SIIAREI,\      THE     MISERY     AND
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SORROW  'l`IIAT  HAVE  AljwAYS  ACCOMPANIED  TIIESE  CONFLICTS.   OF  COURSE,

SIGHT    SHOUD    NOT   BE   LOST   0F   THE   FACT   TIIAT   SOME   COUNTRIES   HAVE

ENJOYEI)  REl,ATIVE  PEACE,  SECURITY  ^Nl)  S'l`A13lLITY  SINCE  INDEPENI)ENCE.

FURTHERMORE,      THE      MERE      FACT      THAT      AFRICAN   \COUNTRIES      HAVE

EFFEC:TIVELY    MANAGED    T0    MAINTAIN     TIIEIR    HARD-WON    INDEPENDENCE

AND   SOVEREIGNITY   IS   ITSELF    A   GREAT   ACHIEVEMENT.     HOWEVER,   THERE

ARE   STILL   COUNTRIES   IN   AFRICA   WHICH   HAVE   NOT  BEEN   SO   FORTUNATE

IN    THAT    THEY    HAVE    BEEN    EM13ROII,ED    IN    PERPETUAL    INSTABILITY    AND

HUMAN  SUFFERING  ALMOST  EVER  SINCE  TIIEIR  INDEPENDENCE.

IN   Son,   FAR,   AS  TllESE   STATES   IIAVE   13EjEN   FORCED   TO   SPEND   IN

SOME    CASES    OVER     50    PERCENT    OF    THEIR    NATIONAL    BUDGETS   ON    TIIE
a

EXIGENCIES   OF   WAR,   ANI)   lN   SO   FAR.   AS  OTIIER   STATES   WHICH   MAY   NOT

BE  AT  WAR  WITII  TI]EMSELVES  0R  WITH  THEIR  NEIGHBOURS  HAVE  ALSO  BEEN

FORCED   TO   DIVERT   A   GREAT   DEAI.   OF   THEIR   RESOURCES  INTO   MATTERS

RELATING  TO  MAINTENANCE  OF  PEACE  AND  SECURI'I`Y,  AS  WELL  AS  CARING

FOR      TIIOUSANDS      AND      SOMETIMES      iMILLIONS      OF      REFUGEES,      ARMED

CONFLICTS    I]AVE    AND    CONTINUE    TO    13E    A    MAJOR    DRAIN    ON    AFRICA'S

LIMITED   RESOURCES.     IN   AI)I)ITI0N,   GOVERNMENT'S   PREOCCUPATION   WITII

CRISIS   MANAGEMENT   SITUATIONS   RELATING   TO   WARS,   ARMED   CONFLICTS

AND    INSECURITY,THEREBY     I)IVERTING    THEIR    ATTENTION    AND    PEOPLE'S

ENERGIES   FROM    MEANINGFUL   DEVELOPMENT   AND   INVESTMENT   PLANNING

IS  SOMETHING  TIIAT  DESERVES  URGENT  REFLECTION  BY  OUR  GOVERNMENTS.

THE       DESTRUCTION       OF       INFRASTRUCTURE       AND       FACILITIES

ALREADY   IN    PI.ACE   LET   ALONE   THE   Ijoss   OF   HUMAN   LIVES   AS   A   RESULT

OF   '1`I-IESE   ENI)EMIC   CONFLICTS   SIIOULD   BE   A   SOURCE   0F   CONCERN   TO   US

ALL.      EQUAIJljY,    TIIE    NECESSITY    OF    SPEEDIIjY    13RINGING    TO    A    HALT   ALL

THESE    WARS    AND    CONFLICTS,    TO    REES'l`ABLISII     PEACE,    SECURITY    AND

STABILI1`Y     ANI)     TO     IIARNESS    ^1,I,     ^VAIL^13IjE     RESOURCES    TO    13UILI)    AN
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ENA]3].[NG    ENV]RONMEN,]`    Fo]Z     ,,EVE[jopMENr,`    REMAINS    AN    INESCAPABLE

DUTY   0F   US   ALL   IN   AFRICA.     INDEED,llISTORY   WILL   JUDGE   US   HARSHLY,

INDIVIDUALljY    OR    Col.1.E.CTIVF:,I.Y,IF    WE    CIIO0SE    TO    REMAIN     SILENT    OR

INDIFFER,ENT  TO  TI]E  GROWING  SI'l`UATluNS  0F  WAR  AND  ARMED  CONFLICTS

IN   AFRICA   TI-IAT   KEEP   ON   CAUSING  SORROW  AND  LOSS  OF  LIFE,   DEPRIVING

AFRICA   OF   ITS   MOST   VALUA131.E    RESOURCE    FOR   DEVELOPMENT,   NAMELY

TllE  IIUMAN  PERSON.

MR  CIIAIRMAN,

TIIE   OAU   IIAS,   IN   TIIE   PAST,   13EEN   INVOLVED   IN   THE   RESOLUTION

OF  INTER-STATE   CONFLICTS   EVEN   IF   ON   AN   AD   HOG   BASIS.    THE  CHARTER

PROVIDES      FOR      A      MECIIANISM       FOR      MEI)I^Ifl0N,      ARBITRATION      AND

CONCILIATION.     NOTWITIISTANDING   TIIE   FACT   THAT   TllIS   MECHANISM   SET

IN    THE   FOR,M   OF   A   COMMISSION   HAS   REMAINED   LARGELY   DORMANT,   ITS

INCLUSION   IN   TI]E  CHARTER  WAS  BY  ITSELF  A  FUNDAMENTAL  RECOGNITION

FOR   THE   NEED   OF   SUCII   A   FACILITY.     REASONS   REVOLVING    ESSENTIALLY

AROUND  TIIE  NARROW  INTEPRETATION  OF  SOVEREIGNITY  HAVE,  OF  COURSE,

CREATED     ]]]FF]CULT]ES     FOR    ,]`][E    OAU    ]N    I,[`S    EFFOR,]`S    ,]`o     FORMU]jAr]`E

PROCEDURES   FOR   THE   RESOLUTION   OF   CONFLICTS   BETWEEN   ITS   MEMBER

s'rATEs.     'i`IIESE   I]IFFicuLTiEs   APART,   'i`ilE   OAu   AND   'i`IIE   MEMBER   sTA'I`Es,

INDIVIDUALLY    OR    IN    SMALLER    GROUPINGS,    IIAVE    13ROUGHT    INNOVATION

TO   THE   PROCEDURES  AND   MECHANISMS   FOR   CONFLICT   RESOLUTION.    THIS

INNOVATION    HAS   INCLUDED    THE   CH`EATION    OF    AD    IIOC    COMMITTEES   OF

WISE   MEN   TO   HANDLE   SPECIFIC   PROBLEMS   AS   WAS   THIZ   CASE   IN   WESTERN

SAHARA,       CHAD/L113YA       AND       SENEGAL/MAURITANIA       CONFLICTS.         THE

INSTI'I`UTION    OF   TIIE   CURRENT   CllA[RJMAN    ^S   WEl.Ij   AS   INDIVIDUAL   IIEADS

OF   S'I`ATE,   \`\'ITH   INSIGIIT   IN'I`O   SPE,CIFIC   I'R0131jEMS,   IIAVE   BEEN    MANDATED

TO   INTERVENE   IN   CONlrljlcT   Sl`1`u^'l`IONS   0N   13EIIALF   OF   TIIE   ASSEM}3LY   OF

l]EAI)S     OF      Sr]`^`rE      ^Nl)      G,()\'F.1`N^llt.N'r.        SUI}-REGIO.NAlj      ^NI)      REGIONAL
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ORGANIZATIONS,   AS  IS  TIIE   CASE   0F   ECUWAS  IN   LIBERIA,   HAVE   ALSO  BEEN

USED   TO   PROMOTE   SETTLEMENT   0F   SPECIFIC   AND   LOCALIZED   CONFLICTS.

IN    ADDITION,   TilE   ROLE   uF   TilE   sECRETARy-GENERAi,   OF   'rHE,   OAu   iiAs

UNDERGONE   A  QUALITATIVE   CIIANGE   AND  INCREASINGLY,   IIE  IS  NOW  ABLE

TO  TAKE  TllE  INITIATIVE  TO  INTERVENE  PERSONALLY  OR,  TIIROUGH  SPECIAL

ENVOYS,  TO  PROMOTE  PACIFIC  SETTLEMENT  0F  CONFLICTS.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

THESE    HAVE   ALL   BEEN   ATTEMPTS   TO   INNOVATE   AND   IMPROVISE

MEcllANISMS    FOR    RESOLVING    IN'l`EjR-S'I`^TE    CONFLICTS,    IN    TIIE    ABSENCE

OF   AN   ACCEPTABLE   FRAMEWORK   FOR   SUCII   UNDERTAKINGS.     BUT   THESE

WERE   AT'rEMp'i`s   DiREc'i`ED   spEclFlcALLy   'i`O   cONFLlcTs   AMONG   sTATEs

AND  NOT  WITHIN   STATES.    TRADITIONALLY,  A  STR.ONG  VIEW  HAS  BEEN  HELD

THAT  CONFI.ICTS  WITHIN   STATES  FELL  WITHIN  TI]E  EXCLUSIVE  COMPETENCE

OF   THE   STATES   CONCERNED.     ARISING    FROM   THIS   BASIC   ASSERTION   WAS

TIIE   EQUALljY   STRONG   VIEW   TIIAT   IT   WAS   NOT   TIIE   13USINESS  OF   TIIE   OAU

TO  PRONOUNCE  ITSELF  ON  THESE  CONFLICTS  AND  THAT  THE  ORGANIZATION

CER,[`A[NLy    []A]]    No    MAN]]ATE    ,]`o   SEEK    [rj`S   ]NVoLVEMENT   [N    RESoLV[NG

PROBLEMS   OF    THIS   NATURE.     IN    CONSEQUENCE,   THE   ORGANIZATION    HAS

HAD     TO     STANl)     BY    IN     APPARENT     IIE1.PLESSNESS    AS    MANY     OF     TIIESE

CONFLICTS   IIAVE   TORN   COUNTRIES   APART,   CAUSED   MILLIONS   OF   DEATII.S,

DESTROYED     INFRASTRUCTURE     AND     PROPERTY,    CREATED     MILLIONS    OF

REFUGEES    AND    DISPLACED    PERSONS    AND    CAUSED    IMMENSE    IIURT    ANl)

SUFFERING  '1`01NNOCENT  MEN,  WOMEN  AND  CIIIljDREN.

TIIE     IIORRENI)OUS    EFFECTS    OF     TIIESE    INTERNAL     CONFLICTS,

THEIR   I^lpLICATIONS   TO   TIIE   ECON()^lIES  AND   SECUIUTY   OF   NEIG11130URING

COUNTRIES,  AS  WEljL  AS  'l`lIE  GR^PIIIC  Ii^li\GES  i\ND  PICTURES  OF  BRUTAljlTY

ANi)      ^Ii\ss      s'I`AR\'.,\'I`ioN,      ri.,/\slilT.I]      AizoLJNI)      'I`IIE      WORI,D      A,iE.I)iA,      ilAVE
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TOUCIIED    TIIE    CONSCIENCE    OF     MANY    AFRICAN    LEADERS    AND    PEOPLE.

INCREASINGI.Y,     MANY     COUNT.I`IES     AND     IjEAI)ERS     ARE     RELUCTANT     T0

ACCEPT  'l`lIE   SUGGESTION   TIIAT   AFlucA   SllouI.I)   STAND  ASIDE  AND   WATCH

WIIILE    A    PART   OF    I]ER,    TEARS   1'l`SELF    APART,    SIMpljY    ON    ACCOUNT   OF

ARGUA13IjE    TECHNICALI'l`IES   OF    SOVEREIGNI'I`Y.     IT   IS   INCREASINGLY   ALSO

BECOMINC      UNACCEPTABLE      TIIAT     AFRICA      SIIOULD      CONTINUE     TO     BE

PERCEIVED   AS   A   CONTINENT   PRONE   '1`0   CONFLICTS   AND   A   PLACE   WIIERE

SUFFERING   IS   ENDEMIC   AND   WIIERE   PEACE,   SECURITY   AND   STABILITY   ARE

A  DisTAN'r pOssiBILITy.

`l.`IIIS    EMERGING    l'ERSPE.C'l`IVE    IS    IIAVING    A    PROFOUND    EFFECT

ON     TIIE     TIIINKING    OF     POLICY-MAKERS    IN     AFRICA.      THERE     IS    NOW    A

REALIZA'l`loN    'I`lIAT   IF   AFRICA   IS   '1`0   '1`Acl¢LE   ']`IIE   MONUMENTAL   TASK   OF

ECONOMIC    RECOVERY    AND    DEVELOPMENT,    IT WILL    A    PRIORI    HAVE    TO

RESOLVE   TI]E    MANY   INTERNAL    CONFI.ICTS   WI-lICH   ARE   NOW   RAGING   ON.

INTEGRAL  TO  THIS  NASCENT  'I`IIINKING  IS  AI,SO  A  RECOGNI'I`ION  TIIAT,  WIIERE

NATIONAlj     MEANS     OF     CONFLICT     RESOLUTION      PROVE     UNSUITABLE     OR

INADEQUATE    TO    COPE    WITH    TIIE   CONTENDING   INTERESTS   AT   CONFLICT,

THEY   NEED   AND   INDEED   IIAVE   T0   BE   SUPPLEMENTEIJ   13Y   INTERNATIONAL

ACTION     ESPECIALLY     WITIIIN    TIIE    CONTEXT    OF    THE    ORGANIZATION    0F

AFRICAN  UNITY.

IT  IS  Tills  RECOGNITION   0F  TIIE  CENTRAL   ROLE  WIIICH  CONFLICT

RESOLUTION   MUST   OCCUPY   IN   TI]E   AFRICAN   AGENDA   WIIICH   LED   TO   TIIE

HEA1)S  oF   Srl.ATE   ANI)   GoVERNMENT   MEETING   IN   ADI)1S  ABABA  IN  JULY   199o

TO      ADOPT       TllE       SOLEMN       DECLARATION       ON       TI]E       POLITICAL       AND

SOCIO-ECONOMIC   SI'I`U^TION   IN   ^F`RIC^   ^Nl)   TIIE   FUNDAMENTAL   CIIANGES

TAKING,1'I,A(`n,    IN    rl`1117    \\'()nl,I).      IN    `1`11^'1`    I)IT,(`Ij^RA'I`1()N,    TIIE    I.EAl)ERS    0F

AFRICA   EXPR,ESSEl)   'I`llEIR   I)E.'l`E.R^1INA'l`ION   TO   WORK   TOG,ETIIER   TOWARDS
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TIIE   PEACEFulj   AND  SPEEDY   RESol.UTI0N   0F   ALL   TIIE  CONFLICTS  ON   OUR

CONTINENT.

MR  CIIAIRMAN,

THIS  WAS  THE  FIRST  TIME  IN   TIIE  HISTORY  OF  THE  OAU  THAT  THE

ISSUE  0F   RESOLVING   TI]E   MANY  CONFLICTS  IN   AFRICA,   ESPECIALLY  THOSE

INTERNAL,    WAS    ADDRESSED    AS    AN    ISSUE    REQUIRING    ATTENTION.     EVEN

MORE    SIGNIFICANT    HAS    13EEN    TIIE    FOLLOW-UP    ACTION     TAKEN    13Y    TllE

COUNCIL      OF      MINISTERS.       LAST      YEAR,      FOR     THE     -FIRST      TIME,      THEY

RECOGNIZ.ED     'l`lIE     R01,E     OF     'I`llEj     O^U     WI'l`llouT     CIRCUMSCRIPTION,    IN
4

CONFLICT       RESOLUTION        AND       AGREED       TO       SET       ASIDE       FINANCIAL

APPROPRIATIONS    IN    TllE    13UDGET    OF    TllE    OAU,    DEVOTED    SPECIFICALLY

TO   cONFLlcT   MANAGEMENT   AND   REsOLUTION.    AT  THE  ]usT   cONCLuirED  -

COUNCIL    MEETING,    THIS    FE13RUARY,    IN    ADDIS   ABABA,   A    FURTHER   STEP

WAS   TAKEN   BY   ENDORSING   TIIE   PROPOSAL   OF   THE   SECRETARY-GENERAL

'l`1IAT     A      MECHANIsiM,      EMPOWERING      IIIM      ANI)     Tl]E     ORGANIZATION,     lN

GENERAL,  TO  RESPOND  SWIFTLY  AND  DECISIVELY  TO  CONFLICT  SITUATIONS,

BE  ELABORATED  AND  I)EPI.OYED  SOON.

ALL    THIS    MARKS    A    SIGNIFICANT    SIIIFT    IN     THE    THINKING    OF

MEMBER     STATES    -    FROM     A     POSITION     OF     TOTAL    OPPOSITION     TO    THE

INVOLVEMENT   OF   TIIE   OAU   IN   INTERNAL   CONFLICTS,  TO   ACCEPTING   TIIAT

THE  ORGANIZATION   HAS  A   VIEW  AND  INDEED  A   ROLE  IN  ASSISTING  IN  THEIR

RESOIjuTI0N,      AND      NOW      EVEN       TO      PROVIDING      FINANCIAL      AS      WELL

INSTITUTIONAL    l\1EANS    TO    HANDLE    CONFLICTS   INCLUDING   'l`HOSE    WITHIN

STATES.     WIIAT,   OF   COURSE,   TIIIS   EVOI,UTION   IN   TllE   POSITION   OF   MEMBER

STATES    ,MEANS,    IS    \'ES'l`ING    GREATER     RESPONSIBILI'1`Y    IN     TI]E    OAU    AND

CIIAl.IjENGING   1`1`   '1`0   AC.J`10N.     A'l`   '1`1IE   I.EVEl,   OF   TIIE   SECRETARIAT,   WE   SEE

IT   AS   A   NEW   13EGINNING,,   CONS'l`l'l`UTING   A   Cll^I,IjENGE   TO   WIIICII   WE   MUST
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RISE.    IN   RISING   TO  Tills  Cll^Ijl,ENGE,  IT   IIAS  I}ECOME   NECESSARY   TO  LOOK

A-NEW   AT   THE   STRUCTURES   0F   'I`lIE   0R.GANIZATI0N   AND   ITS   METHODS  OF

WORI¢    S0    AS    '1`0    13RING    TIIEM    IN    ^l,IGNMEN'l`    WITII    TIIE   TASKS   AT    IIAND.

ACCORDI`1Gl.Y,    I    IIAVE    NOW    ES'I`ABLISIIED,    WITIIIN    THE    STRUCTURES    0F

THE   GENERAlj   SECRETARIA'l`,   A   DIVISION   0N   CONFLICT   MANAGEMENT   AND

RESOLUTION.    OF  COURSE,  T1]IS  WILL  13Y  ITSELF  NOT  BE  ENOUGH.    WE  SIIALL,

T1-IEREFORE,    ALSO     IIAVE    TO    COOPERATE     WITII    OTIIER    INTERNATIONAL

ORGANIZATIONS      ANI)      INDIVIDUALS     SO     AS     TO      EXCHANGE     VIEWS     ON

STRATEGIES     AS     WEljL      AS     REI.EVANT     EXPERIENCES.       IN     ADDITION     T0

STREAMLINING   THE   INSTITUTIONAlj   MACIIINERY,   WE   HAVE   ALSO   T0   LOOK

AT   IIOW   WE   CAN   NOT  0NI,Y   DISCIIARGE   OUR   RESPONSIBLITIES  TO   MEMBER

STATES   BUT   ALSO   IIOW   WE   CAN   ASSIST   THOSE   AT   CONFLICT   IN   STEERING

TIIEM  TOWARDS  AI\'1ICA131.E  SET'l`l.EMENT.

WHILE    WE    UNDERTAKE    TIIIS    REVIEW    AND    RATIONALIZATION

OF  INSTITUTIONAL   SET   UP   AT  THE   LEVEL  OF  THE  SEC:RETARIAT  AND  TIIINK

A130UT   TIIE   KIND  OF   ROLE   WE  SII0ULD   PERFORM   IN   Pi`OMOTING   PEACEFUL

SETTLEMENT     0F     INTERNAL     CONFLICTS,     I     SEE     ALSO     THE     ATTENDANT

IMPERA'i`IVE  OF  Ei]ucATiNG  OuRSEijvEs c>N  TiiEiR  iils`roRy,  NATURE,  cAusEs

AND   ALlj   THEIR   OTHER   ASPECTS.     FOR   ONLY   IF   WE   FULLY   UNDERSTAND

TIIEM,  CAN  WE  BE  ABLE  TO  PREScluBE  TI]E  CORRECT  SOLUTIONS AND  SPELL-

OUT    TIIE    KIND    OF    ROLE    TIIE    0AU    CAN    PLAY    IN    IMPLEMENTING    THOSE

SOLUTluNS.     THIS   PROCESS   0F   SELF-El)UCATloN   IS   A   CENTRAL   ELEMENT

IN   THE   STRATEGY   OF   DETERMINING   WHERE   ONE   BEGINS  IN   TACKLING   THE

UNDERLYING    CAUSES   0F    'I`11ESE    CONFLICTS   ANl)    1lELPING    PUT   IN    PLACE

TIIE  APPROPRIATE  POLITICAlj  FRAMEWORK  FOR  LASTING  SETTLEMENT.
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MR  CHAIRMAN,

TIIE     NATURE     0F     INTERNAL     CONFLICTS`   IN     AFRICA     DIFFERS

FUNDAMENTALLY     FROM     ONE     SI'I`UATION     T0     ANOTHER.      IN     SOUTHERN

AFRICA,   T][E   Sr[`RUGG[jE    FOR    I.]]3ERAT,oN    ^N]]    AGAINST   RAC[S,f`   SETTLER

REGIMES   LED   T0   SERIOUS   INTERNAL   CONFLICTS,   IN   SOUTIIERN   RHODESIA

AND   TIIE   FORMER   POR'1`UGUESE   COIjoNIES   0F   ANGOLA   AND   MOZAM13IQUE,

THE    CONFLICT    13ETWEEN    TIIE    DISPOSSESSED    BLACK    MAJORITY    AND    THE

LANDEI]    RAcls`I`   willTE   sE,'i"i`i,Em    MiNORi'i`y    I.ED    TO   yEARs   OF    WAR   AND
C-

DESTRUCTION.    EVEN   AFTER  TIIE  TRIUMPII  OF  JUSTICE  AND  THE  ACCESSION

0F   THESE   COUN'I`luES   TO   MAJORITY   RULE   AND   INI)EPENDENCE,   TIIE   WARS

OF   DESTABILIZATI0N   BY   APARTHEID   SOUTH  AFRICA  CONTINUED  TO  WRECK

HAVoC   To   T[[E   ECoNOM[ES   oF   T]]ESE  CoUNr]`R]ES  AND   To   FUEL  ]NTERN^]j

POLITICAL  DIFFERENCES,  RESULTING  IN  FRATICIDAlj  CONFLICTS  ESPECIALLY    -

IN  ANG01.A  AND  MOZAMBIQUE.

APART    FROM    TIIESE    CONFLICTS    ARISING    OUT    OF    THE    I)ENIAL

0F   A   MAJORITY   OF   ITS   INALIENABLE   R.IGIIT  TO   SELF-DETERMINATION   AND

INI)EPENDENCE,     '1`IIERE     ARE     TllosE     WllIcll     WERE    13ROUGIIT     A130UT    13Y

RACISM    AND    APARTHEID.     IN    SOUTH   AFR.ICA,   THE   CONFLICT   CONTINUES

TO    BE    TIIAT    0F    TIIE    I)ENIAL    OF    AN    EN'l`lRE    13LACK    MAJORITY    OF    I;I`S

FUNDAMENTAL        RIGI]TS.         ELSEWIIERE       IN        AFRICA,        TRIBALISM        AND

REGI0NALISM    HAVE   PRECIPITATED   CONFLICTS   OF   SERIOUS   PROPORTIONS.

POLITICS   OF   EXCLUSION   BY   WIIICII   AN   AR13ITRARILY,   OR   SELF-   SELECTED

FEW     IIAVE     WIELDED     EXCLUSIVE     POWER    OR     EXERCISED    MONOPOLY    0F

CONTROL     OVER     RESOURCES,     RESULTING     IN     SERIOUS    SOCIO-ECONOMIC

[M]3ALENCES,     ]jE]]     q`o     r,`],E.     ,\,,,EN^T[oN     AN[]     I,[S[]jLUS]oNMENT    oF    T]]E

LARGEjlt      PAltT     OF      TllE      POpcrl,^'1`ION      IN      ^lANY     COUNTRIES.       IN     SOME

SI'1`UA'1`l()NS,     `l`l{ls     I)lsIljl,USION^lIT.N'l`     ^l^DE.     `l`1lE     PEOPLE     RETRENCII     INTO

DEB.P     C\.NIcl.Si^l,     13UT,     IN     SO^1l-``,    CASES,1'1`    1)EjGII.NERATE1)    IN'l`O    ANARcllY
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AND   GENERAljlzED   CONFl,IC'l`.     S'l`Il,I,   IN   0TIIER   PARTS  OF   THE  CONTINENT,

POLITICS     OF      INTOLERANCE,.   IN      PARTICULAR      RELIGIOUS,     HAVE     ALSO

PRECIPITATED      CONFljlcTS.        SOME      OF      TIIE      TRADITIONAL      CAUSES      OF

CONFLICTS      ARE      REEMERG[NG      WITII      GREATER      VIGOUR      AND,      UNLESS

ARRESTED   SOON,   WILL   TIIROW   TIIE   CONTINENT   INTO   CHAOS.    TODAY,   TllE

POLITICS    OF    PSEUDONATIONALISM    AND    SEPARATISM    ARE    THREATENING

TO     TEAR     THE     CONTINENT     APART.       IN      ADDITION,     THE     POLITICS     OF

INTOLERANCE   ARE   GIVING   RISE   TO   RELIGIOUS   FUNDAMENTALISM    -   BOTH

CIIRISTIAN     AND     MUSLIM,     WITll     TIIE     ATTENDANT     REAI.     PROSPEC.I`S    OF

PROMOTING       DIVISION      WITHIN      OUR      SOCIETIES      WITH      FAR      REACHING

REPERCUSSIONS  FOR  OUR  CONTINENT.    ALI,  TIIESE  ARE  CHALLENGES  WHICII

THE   0AU   MUST   ADDRESS   ITSELF   TO,   WITIIIN   THE   OVERALL   OBJECTIVE   OF

HEI.PING      PROMOTE      PEACEFUL      SETTI.EMENT     0F      CONFLICTS     0N      TIIE

CONTINENT.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

WIIETHER     THESE     CONFLICTS    ARISE     FROM     TRIBALISM,    SOCIAL,

POLI'I`ICAL   AND   ECONOMIC   IMBALANCES,   RELIGIOUS  INTOLERANCE,  RACISM

OR   LEGACIES   uF   COLONIAljlsM,   WHAT   IS   COMMON   TO   THEM   ALL   IS   THAT

TllEY    ARISE    FROM    IjACK    OR    1)ENIAL    OF   13ASIC   I)EMuCRACY   IN    SOCIE'I`Y.

IN    CONSEQUENCE,   THE    UNDERLYING    CAUSES   0F    THESE    CONFljlcTS   CAN

NOT   BE   COMPREHENSIVELY    ADDRESSED    UNLESS   THE   SERIOUS   DEFICIT   0F

DEMOCRACY  IN  OUR  CONTINENT  IS  ALSO  FULLY  ADDRESSED.

I,   TIIEREFORE,   SEE   1`llE   ROIjE   .OF   TI]E   OAU   IN   Tl]E   RESOLUTION

OF   TIIE   INTERNAL   CuNFLIC`l`S   IN    ^FRIC^   AS   13EING   MuljTIFACETED.   SUCII

A   ROI,I?,   \vir,ij    liA\iE   T(j    E^ii3(iDy,   (jN    'i`iiEj   t]Nizj    li^Nli,   A   cOM^[ITMENT   TO

pROMor[`E     PoL[,[`]CAL,     REFORM     ,N     T[[E     CoN,]`[NENT,     ESPEC[^L]jy     ]N     TH]3
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GimA'i`EI`    I]E.MocltA'i`iz,^'I`ION    ()r    oLm   soclE'I`iES,   ANI)   oN    'i`IIE   t>TliER,   IT

WILL   INVOLVE   AN   ENGAGING   AGENDA   0F   PROMOTING   ECONOMIC   REFORM

IN    OUR   COUN'l`RIE.S.     SUCII    ECONOMIC    REjFORM,   ADDRESSING   'l`IIIzj   SlloRT-

TERM   IMPERATIVES   OF   RECOVERY   AND   GROWTH   AS   WELL   AS   'l`IIE   LONG-

TERM   INVESTMENT  IN   DEVELOPMENT,   MUST  13E   IIINGED  ON  TIIE  FIl`M  PILLAR

OF   ECONOMIC   INTEGRATION   UNDER   THE   AFRICAN   ECONOMIC   COMMUNITY.

IT   IS   ONLY   TllROUGII    EV0IjvING    A    PERMIT'l`ING    POLITICAL    ENVIRONMENT

IN   OUR   COUNTRIES  AND   INSTITUTING   ECONOMIC   REFORMS   AND   PROVIDING

GREATER    OPPORTUNITIES    FOR    ALL,    WILL   IT   BE   POSSIBLE   T0    UNDERCUT

THE    SEPARATIST    AND     FUNDAMENTALIST    TENDENCIES-   WHICH     ARE    NOW

RAPIDLY  EMERGING  THROUGllou'1`  THE  CONTINENT.

ALREADY,  THI]RE  ARE  ENCOURAGING  SIGNS TIIAT  MEMl}EjR  STATES

ARE    WILLING     TO    LET    TI]E    ORGANIZATION     ASSUME    THE    FUNCTION    OF

PROMOTING  DEMOCRACY  IN  TIIE  CONTINENT.    TIIE  OAU  IS  NOW  FRl?QUENTI,Y

BEING   ASKED   TO  OBSERVE   ELECTIONS  IN   MANY   COUNTRIES.    WE   OBSERVED

ELECTIONS   IN    Coi^loROS,    CAPE   VERI)E,    ZAM13IA    AND    WE   HAVE,    ltEQUESTS

TO   DO  THE  SAME  IN   MALI,  CONGO,  TOGO,  LESOTIIO,  ETIIIOPIA,  ANGOLA  AND

LIBERIA.     THIS   EXPRESSION    OF   CONFIDENCE   IN    THE   OAU   CONSTITUTES   A

NEW  CIIAPTER  IN  TIIE  POLITICS 0F  AFRICA.

WHILE   WE   HAVE   THIS   DISPOSITION   AND   GOOD   WILI,   OF   MEMBER

STATES,    WE    SI-IALL    CONTINUE    TO    OFFER    OUR    SERVICES    IN    RESOLVING

CONFLICTS.     WE    TI]INK    IT   IS   IMPORTANT,   IN    THE   PERFORMANCE   OF   THIS

TASK,  TO  INSIST  TO  ALL   POLICY-MAKERS  TIIAT  'I`IIE   NEW  AGENDA  FOR  THIS

RESOLUTION   OF   INTERNAL   CONFljlcT   MUST   ADDRESS   THE   FUNDAMENTALS

OF    GOVERNANCE.      FOR    `\)Il{IjE    Clj^SSICAI,    NEGOTIATIONS   CAN    BRING   AN

END   TO   INTERNAlj    IIOsTlijlTm.s,   IT   Is   oNijy   GENulNF,   poljlTlcAL    REFORM,

ECONO^11C     I)lIVEjl,OP^lI?.N'I`     ANI)     I'RO\'Il)lNG,     GIZI?,A'l`ER     OPPORTUNITY     FOR
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ALL  OUR  pEopLE,  WIIIcil   WIIjlj  i\C'r  AS  AN  INSURANCE  AGAINST  INSTABILITy

AND   CONFLICT.     BUILl)ING    DEMOCRACY   WILlj   REQUIRE   THE   BUILDING   OF

INSTITU'l`loNS   ()F   I)E,.M(_)CRACY   TO   ()VERSEE.   'l`IIE   l'OIjlTICAL   PROCESS.     FOR,

IT  IS  TIIROUGII   BUILDING  A  CULTURE  OF   DEMOCRACY,  WILL  IT  BE  POSSIBLE

TO  ESTA13ljlsII  FIRM  BAS1.S  FOR  NATI0NAlj  LJN[`I`Y  AND  CONCORD.

MR  CIIAIRMAN,

AFR,ICA   IS   UNDERGOING   CIIANGE.     PEOPLE   ACROSS   TIIE   ENTIRE

CONTINENT    ARE    AGITATING    FOR    CHANGE    AND    RIGHTLY    GOVERNMENTS

ARE     RESPONDING     TO    Tl]IS    AGITATION     BY    INSTITUTING     FAR-REACHING

POLITICAL    REFORMS    PROVIDING     FOR    TIIE    GREATER    DEMOCRATIZATION

0F   SOCIIL'l`Y.     INCREASINGLY,   'l`IIERE   IS   A   GROWING   REALIZATION   ON   TIIE

PART     0F      GOVERNMENTS      THAT      PEACE     AND     STABILITY      LIE     IN      THE    -

ES'1`ABl.ISIIMEN'1`     OF     A     PER^]I'l"l`lNG     POLITICAI.     ENVIRONMENT     IN     WllIcll

PEOPLE   ENJOY   THE   UNFETTERED   FREEDOM,   WITHIN   THE   CONFINES  OF  THE

LAW,   TO   E.XPRESS   TIIEIR   POI.ITIC^Ij   VIEWS.    TllERE  IS  ALSO   A   RECOGNITION

THAT   SUCH    A   PERMITTING   POLITICAL    ENVIRONMENT,   13UILT   AROUND   TI]E

RULE   OF   LAW   AND   BASED   ON   POPULAR   PAlu`ICIPATION,   MUST   13E   ABLE  T0

BALANCE    'l`HE    RESPONS11311.ITIES   OF   GOVERNMENTS   AND   'I`HE    RIGI]TS   AND

013LIGA']`10NS     0F     TIIE     PEOpljE.       1'1`     1S     Al,SO     13EING     ACCEPTED     AS     AN

IMPERATIVE   TIIAT  WE   NEED   TO   CREATE,   IN   OUR   SOCIETIES,  A   CULTURE  0F

DEMOCRACY    IN    WIIICI+    DISSENTlivG    POLl'1`1CAL    0PINloN    IS    REGARI)ED    AS

AN  ESSENTIAlj  A'I`TRIBUTE  OF  THE  PROCESS  0F  THAT  DEMOCRACY  AND  THAT

WE  MUST  13E  A13LE  T0  SET  UP   GOVERNMENTS  WHICH  ARE  BASED  ON  THE  WILL
C

OF  THE  GOVERNED  GOVERNMENTS  WHICH   ARE  TRANSPARENT  AND  SUBJECT

To     TilE     coNs`i`I'i`UTioNi\l,     PI+oclTjss,     SUp]mvlsED     By     AN     INDEPENDENT

JUDICIARY.
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MR  CIIAIRMAN,

]`]]E    CENTRA[j    o]3]Ecr]`]VE    ]N    A ,,,,    r,`,I,.S    ]S    To    B[uNG    A[3oUT    A

SOCIETY    1.EVERAGED    ON    TIIE    RUI,E    0F    LAW    AND.IN    WHICH    INDIVIDUAL

HUMAN    RIGIITS   ANI)    FUNl)^^IEN`l`^I,    FREEDOMS,   SUCII   AS   OF    EXPRESSION

OR  WORSHIP,  ARE  013SERVED  AND  PROTECTED  BY  GOVERNMENTS.    WE  NEED

TO      IIAVE      ELECTED      GOVERNMENTS      WIIICII      ARE      TRANSPARENT      AND

ACCOUNTA13LE    TO    THE    PEOPLE.     TIIE    ACIIIEVEMENT    OF    ALL    THIS   WILL,

NATURALLY,      ENTAIL     SIGNIFICAN'I`     CIIANGES     IN     OUR     SOCIETIES     AND,

ALREADY,  IN  AFRICA,  WE  ARE  WITNESSING  A  PROTRACTED  DEBATE  ON  WHAT
.I

KIND  0F  CIIANGES  NEEl)  T013E  M^I)E  TO  ACIIIEVE  TIIESE  013JECTIVES.

AND    SINCE   CIIANGE   IS   INEVITA13IjE,   IT    WILL    BE    NECESSARY,   IN

MY   VIEW,   TO   SEE   HOW  IT   CAN  BE  MANAGED  SO  THAT  THE  TRANSITION   CAN   -

BE  PEACEFUL.    MANAGED   CIIANGE  THROUGII   PEACEFUL   DIALOGUE  OR  TIIE

EXCHANGE   uF   IDEAS   THAT   TAKES   INTO   ACCOUNT   THE   SOCIO-CULTURAL

VALUES  OF   TIIE   PEOPI.E   CONCERNED,   TIIEIR   ASPIRATIONS,   TIIEIR   IIISTORY,

THEIR.   PERCEPTIONS   OF   THEMSELVES   AND   TIIEIR   VISIONS   OF   THE   KIND   OF

SOCIE'I`Y    `l`lIEY    WISII    TO    13UII,D,    WOULl)    S'l`ANI)    TIIE    13ETTER    CIIANCE    OF

ENsuRING   sMoo'I`H   TRANslTloN   IN   coNDITloNs  oF   PEACE,   sEcuRI'ry   AND

STA13ILITY.    IN   CONSEQUENCE  AN1)  uF  NECESsl'l`Y,  THIS  CHANGE  MUST  ARISE

FROM    TIIE    WILL    OF    THE    PEOPLE    AND   EM130DY   A   NATIONAL   CONSENSUS.

1'1`   CAN   NOT   13E   IMPOSEl)   FROM   OUTSII)E.    IT   MUST   13E   MANAGED   PRIMARILY

BY  TIIOSE  CONCERNED.



-]4-

MR  CHAIRMAN,

`1`111?,    ISsuli..S   ()I.`    1'IT,^``17„   SIT,Culu'I`Y    ^NI)   S'l`A13ILITY   ARE   130UNI)   T0

ENGAGE   THE   ATTENTION   OF   TIIE   OAU,   ^'IORE   AND   MORE  IN   THE   YEARS  T0

COME.     '1`IIIS    IS    BECAUSE.    'I`lIEjY    I?I]AR    I)Il`EC:.I`I,Y   0N   T`lIE   SOCIO-ECONOMIC

AND    POLITICAlj    FUTURE    uF    '1`IIE    CONTINEN'I`.     BECAUSE    CONFLICTS   ARE

LINKED   DIRECTljY   TO   'I`lIE   POIjlTICAL   AND   POWER.   RELATIONSHIPS   WITIIIN

soclETy.,   ANy   sTRATEGy   FOR   Ti]Em   REsOLUTION   wlLL   INEvlTABLy   Aljso

HAVE    TO    ADDRESS   THE    FUNI)AMEN'I`AI.S   01``    GOVERNANCE.     EQUALLY,   IN

ORDER   TO   PROVIDE   FUR   A   STA13LE   AND   LONG-TERM   INSURANCE   AGAINST

INSTABILITY  ANI)  .CONFI.ICT,  lT  WII.I,13E.  NECESSA1`Y  T0  PROMOTE  ECONOMIC

REFORM    WITIIIN    COUNTRIES    AND    WORK    TOWARDS    THE    CONSOLIDATION

0F    REGIONAL   INTEGRATloN    UNI)ER   .l`IIE   AI``RICA   E``o0NOMIC   COMMUNITY.

BOTH    ECONOMIC    INTEGRATION    AND    RESOLVING    CONFLICT    WILL    ENTAIL  -

FUNDAMENTAL  CHANGES  WITHIN  OUR  SuCIETIES.    WE  SHALL  HAVE  TO  LEARN

A-NEW   I]OW   TO   D0   13USINESS,   II0W   TO   GOVERN   AND   BE  COVER.NED   IN   THE

NEW    SOCIO-ECONOMIC    ANI)    POI,ITICAI,    CONI)I'1`IONS    WE    WANT    TO    13RING

ABOUT  IN  OUR  COUNTRIES.

I,   THEREFORE,   SEE   TIIE   ROLE   AND   INDEED   THE   AGENDA   OF   THE

OAU    AS   13EING   '1`llREE-PRUNC:El).     I``1RS'1`,    WE    SIIAljlj    llAVE    Tu    EM13ARK    0N

INSTITUTING     THE     NECESSARY     ECONOMIC     REFORM,     HARMONIZING     OUR

ECONoiMIC    POLICIES    WI`l`H    THE    OBJECTIVE    0F    CONVERGING    WITHIN    THE

AFRICAN   ECONO^IIC   COMMUNITY.    SECONDLY,  I  SEE  THE  ROLE  OF  THE  0AU

BEING  ALsu  `i`iii\'r  OF  iiEljpiNG  cOuNTRIEs  ANl]  soclETIEs  MANAGE  cl-IANGE

SO   AS   TO   ENSURE   TIIAT   TIIE   TRANSITION   T0   THE   NEW   ERA   WE   ALlj   LOOK

FORWAIW     TO    IS    EFlrECTEjl)    ]N     CONDITIONS    OF     PEACE,    STA13ILlrl`Y    AND

NATloNAI.   il^R^ioNV.     TIJTRl)I,\',   \\]E   SIl^l,I,   ii^VE   IIELp   IN   TIIE   pROMOTloN

01.`  TilE  pit.ACE,FLil,   RI?sol,LJ'I`it)N   ()r  c:ONpl.Ic`I`s.
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MR  CHAIRMAN,

]`]]ESE    THREE    AREAS    CoNSZ`[r]`UTE    A    ]3ROAD   AGENDA    ,,.oR    T[]E

ORGANIZATION.     ON    ITS   OWN,    TIIE    GENERAL    SECRETARIAT   OF    'I`lIE   OAU

CANNOT     COMPREllENSIVELY      TACKLE      TIIE      CI]ALLENGES     INHEI`ENT     IN

AGENI)A.    IT   WILL   HAVE,   TIIEREFORE,   TO   RELY  ON  THE  COOPERA`l`ION   AND
i

ASSISTANCE   OF   NOT   ONLY   TIIE   MEM13ER  STATES  13UT   ALSO   FROM   ALI.   THE

PEOPLE   OF   AFRICA   AND    BEYOND.     TIIIS   IS   WIIY   I   LOOK    FORWAltD   TO   A

FRUITFUL  EXCI-IANGE  0F  I1)HAS  IN  TIIE  COURSE  0F  THESE  CONSULTA'l`IONS.

I  THANK  YOU.


