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Secret behind Kikwete’s victory
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The ruling Chama cha Mapinduzi (CCM) 
last week elected Jakaya Kikwete to be 
its presidential candidate for the 
forthcoming October general election. 
But how did Kikwete win the landslide 
victory, defeating renowned politicians 
like Frederick Sumaye, John Malecela 
and Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim. Our Staff 
Writer, MWANDOSHAH MFANGA, who 
was in Dodoma during the conference 
explains what transpired.
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who attended the congress 
divided the contestants 
into three categories.

Those who were serious 
for the ducl-r-these include 
Kikwete, Malecela, Sumaye 
and Dr Salim.

The second category 
included those who took 
forms in order to elevate 
their party positions which 
were earlier weakened. 
These included Idd Simba 
and John Shibuda.

Analysts says that the 
remaining ones, including 
Patrick Chokala, Dr William 
Shija, Dr Abdallah Kigoda, 
Prof. Mark Mwandosya, Ali 
Karume took forms only to 
support or reject the 
serious contestants.
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that this time it is the Isles’ 
turn to produce the 
candidate.

This was determined by 
two factors. One is the 
Civic United Front’s (CUF) 
election held recently, 
which set the parameters 
for CCM to look for better 
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penetrating and
concentrated largely 
among the youth and was 
partially supported by the 
elderly and other groups.
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when the name of John 
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(CC) selection.

Besides the criterion of 
age, an argment was 
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1 COULD say 
were at least eight 
why the Minister 
Foreign Affairs 
International 

’operation, Jakaya Kikwete, 
made it to the CCM 
presidential candidacy last 
week in Dodoma.

Of all the 11 contestants 
and the last four 
candidates, Kikwete may 
be seen as the only 
who did a s~“: 
underground mobilization 
network permeating across 
the youths.

The largest number of 
delegates who attended 
the just ended special CCM 
congress was the youth 
who. in one way or the 
other, showed supported 
him.

His network campaigns 
were not only limited to 

delegates, 
school 

some

selected old cadres of the 
and some 

government officials,

instead three for 
presidential contestants in 
the National Executive 
Committee.

Without the removal of 
this block, Kikwete would 
have been stuck in the three 
votes system, in the use of 
intrigues and connivance.

The ninth element is, of 
course, the media. Besides 
some very few houses, 
which decided to remain 
neutral, many took sides, 
and a good number 
supporting Kikwete more 
than any other candidate. 
In fact some of the houses 

The eight factor is the took the advantage to vilify 
and disparage other 
candidates.

Among the delegates

Dr Salim Ahmed Salim 
assassination of Karume 
and those on racism, he 
would have been a good 
challenge to Kikwete.

Mkapa’s special 
congress opening speech 
on Wednesday, which 
some delegates say was 
more twisted in looking for 
youthful leadership, one 
capable of reorganizing the 
party and pay particular 
regard to the country’s 
international posture is 
another factor.

Though Kikwete is not 
young in the strict sense of 
the word, in relative terms, 
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