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ADDRESS BY TIIE 0AU SECRETARY£ENERAL

H.E.  SA1.IM  AllMEI)  SALIM

AT A DINNER IN  II0NOUR OF TIIE OAU CURRENT CIIAIRMAN

H.E. GENERAI,1BRAHIM  BADAMASI BABANGII)A
\

'PR.ESIDENT 0F TIIE  FEDERAli  REPU13LIC 0F  NIGERIA

Gl\ion llotel Adclis Ahaba 4  Fel)rua 1992-



YOUR  EXCELLENCY  GENERAL  IBRAllIiM  BABANGIl)A

PRESIl)ENT uF  TIIE  FBI)ERAL  REPU13LIC  0F  NIGERIA

ANl)  CURRENT  CIIAIRMAN  uF  THE  uRGANIZA'1`IUN  uF  AFRICAN  UNITY,

YOUR  EXCELLENCY  MR  MELES  ZENAWI

PRESIDENT 0F  TIIE  TRANSITIONAL  GuVERNMENT  0F  ETIIlupIA,

HUNOURABLE  PRIME  MINISTER,

HONOURABLE  MINISTERS,

TIIE  DISTINGUISIIEl)  AC'I`1NG  EXECUTIVE-SECRETARY  uF  TIIE  ECA,

YOUR  EXCELLENCIES MEMBERS 0F  THE  DIPLOMATIC  CORPSz

REPRESENTATIVES 0F  INTERNATIONAL  0RGANIZATluNS,

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN,

I'r   ls   Fun   ME   A   slNGULAR   HUNuuR   ANL)   GREAT   pLEAsuRE   Tu

WEl,CuME    You   AljL    Tu   T1]IS   I)INNER   IN    HUNuuR   OF   PRESII)ENT   113RAIIIM   `

BABANGll)A,   TIIE   CURRENT   CHAIRiMAN   0F   TIIE   UAU.    MAY   I,   AT   TllE   VERY

OUTSET,    EXPRESS    MY     DEEP     APpltECIATluN     AN1)     GRATITU1)E     TO     YOUR

EXCEI.I.ENCY,    MR    PRESII)ENT,    FOR    llAVING    KINDLY    RESPONDEl)    TO    TIIE

INVITATION    I    EXTENDED    T0    YOU    TO    VISIT   TIIE    IIEADQUA1`TERS   uF    0U1`

CONTINENTAL  0RGANIZATluN.   I  AM  MOST GRATEFUL  TIIAT  YOU  IIAVE  FOUND
\

TIME     TO      DO     SO     DESPITE      YOUR     VERY     BUSY     SCHEl)``ULE     ANl)      lIEAVY

RESPONSIBII.ITIES   BACK   HUME  IN   NIGERIA.    YOUR   GESTURE,   MR   PRESIDENT,

IS   DEEPLY   FELT  BY   US.    IT  IS  TESTIMONY  T0   YOUR   PERSONAL  COMMITIMENT

Tu   AND   KEEN   INTEREST   IN   TIIE   ACTIVITIES   OF   OUR   URGANIZATION.    IT   IS,

ABOVE   ALL,   EVIDENCE   uF   TIIE   UNWAVERING   SUPPORT   ANL)   1)EDICA'I`loN   uF

YOUR   COUNTRY,   TIIE   FEDERAlj   REPUBLIC   uF   NIGEluA,   TU   THE   PRINCIpljES

AND  OBJECTIVES  uF  THE  ORGANIZATION  uF  AFRICAN  UNITY.
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ALLOW   ME   Tu  SEIZE   TllIS  UPPORTUNITY  Tu  PAY  SPECIAL  TR113UTE

TO     YOUR     EXCELLENCY     AND,     TllROUGII      YOU,     TO     THE     PEOPLE     AND

GOVERNMENT   uF   NIGERIA   WIIICII   IIAVE   NEVER   FAIL,ED  Tu  LIVE   UP   TO  TIIEIR

OBLIGATIONS       VIS-A-VIS       THE       ORGANIZATION       AN1)       HAVE,       IN       EVERY

CIRCUMSTANCE,     \   DEMONSTRA'I`EI)          UUTSTANDING         ANl)          EXEMPLARY

DEDICATION    TO   THE   CAUSE   uF   AFRIC:A.     TllE   IlospITALITY   EXTENI)EI)   TO.,

ALL     THE    DELEGATIONS    AT    THE    A13UJA    SUMMIT,    LAST    YEAR,    AND    TIIE

EFFICIENT  ARRANGEMENTS  MAI)E  TO  ENSURE  ITS  SUCCESS  A.RE  STILL  FRESII

IN   UUR    MINDS.     WE,   AT   THE   SECRETARIAT,   STILlj   REMEM13ER,   WITI]    I)EEP

GRATITUDE,'  HOW    THE    NIGERIAN    GuVERNMENT,    UNDER`  YuUR    Gull)ANCE,

MR  PRESII)ENT,  WENT  OUT  0F  ITS  WAY  TO  RESPONI)  POSITIVELY  TO  ALL  OUR

NEEDS   ANl)   ENSURING   T}lAT   TIIE   STAFF   PERFORMED   THEIR   DUTIES   UNDER

THE  MuST  SUITABLE  WORKING  CONI)ITluNS.

FURTHER   DEMONSTRATION   uF   NIGERIA'S  COMMITMENT,   NEEI)LESS

T0    SAY,    LIES    IN    THE    GENEROUS    CuNTR113UTI0N    0F    TIIREE    MILLION    US

1)ULLARS   IT    IIAS    MAI)E    TOW^R1)S   TIIE    CON'1`RUC'1`luN    uF    A    CuNFEI¢ENCE

FACILITY     ANI)      EXECUTIVE     OFFIC:ES     AT     TIIE     HEADQ\tiARTElis`    OF     THE
I

ORGAivizATluN.    wi'i`H  TIIE  LAylNG  OF   TilE   FOuNDATION  STONE  cEi`EinoNy,

UVER   WHICH   YOU,   MR   PRESII)ENT,   PRESIDED   THIS   MORNING,   WE   ARE   NOW

MuVING   uN   To   TiiE   iMpi,EMEN'rATloN   pliASE   oF   T[IE   pRu]ECT.     IT   Is   My

FERVENT      HuPE      THAT      OTHER      MEMBER      STATES      WILL      FOLLOW      THIS

COMMENDABLE   EXAMPLE   ANI)   PROVIDE   TI]EIR   VOLUNTARY  CON'I`RIBUTluNS

TO  THE  REALIZATION  OF  THIS COLLECTIVE  UNDERTAKING.
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IN   THIS   CONNECTION,   I   AM   CONFIDENT   NUT   ONLY   uF   EIITIUPIA'S

OWN   CONTR.IBUTION   IN   TIIIS   ENDEAVOUR   BUT   'I`IIE   PERSONAL   SUPPORT   OF

PRESII)ENT      ME1,ES      ZENAWI      AND      TIIE      TRANSITIONAL      GOVERNMENT      IN

FACILITATING   THE   SMuuTl]   IMPLEMENTA1`I0N   0F   TIIIS   UNL)ERTAKING.     NO

Doul3T,   'rHls   pRo]ECT,   MoliEST   AS  IT   MAY   BE,  IN   VIEw  oF   THE   FACT  THAT

WE   ARE,   AFTER   ALL,   INTENDING   T0   BUILD   A   MEDIUM-SIZE   FACILITY   FOR

tisE  IN   THE   DAY-TO-DAY  ACTIVITIES  0F   THE  ORGANIZATION,   WILL   ALL   TIIE

SAME   HAVE   TREMENI)OUS   IMPACT   ON   THE   PERFORMANCE   OF   THE   OAU   AT

A     TIME     WHEN     IT     IS     FACING     NEW     CHALLENGES     AND     ASSUMING     NEW

RESPONSABILITIES.

ALLOW   ME,   IN   THIS   JUNCTURE,   T0   PAY   A   SPECIAL   TR113UTE   TO

THE   LEADERSHIP   You   HAVE   PROVIDED   TO   OUR   ORGANIZATION   SINCE   YuU

TOOK  UVER  THE  CIIAIRMANsllIP  uF  OUR  CONTINENTAL  BOI)Y.   WE  HAVE  BEEN

HIGHLY   IMPRESSED   AND   INSPIRED   BY   TIIE.  'l`IME,   ENERGY,   RESOURCES   ANI)

DEVOTION    YOU    HAVE   EXPENI)ED   IN   THE   SERVICE   0F   OUR   ORGANIZATION

AND   0Ult   CONTINEN-T.    IN   YOUR   QUIET   BUT   EFFECTIVE,   MODEST   BUT   FIRM

MANNER.,   You   HAVE   13EEN   IN    TIIE   FUREFRONT   IN   CllAMPI0NING`AFRICA'S

CAUSES.    I   KNOW   Al.SO   THAT   YOU   HAVE   I)EVOTED   CONSI[I)ERABLE   PA1{T  9F

YOUR    VALUA13LE    ANl)    BUSY    TIME    IN     PRUMUTING    THE    RESOLUTION    0F

AFRICA'S   MYRIAD   PR0131,EMS   -   FROM    A1)VOCA'I`ING   Tl-IE   CASE   FOR   RELIEF

OF    AFRIC:A'S   EXCRUCIATING    DEBT   BURDEN    TO   GENUINE   AND    PERSISTENT

EFFORTS    AT    CC)NFLICT    RESOLUTION.      FUR    ME,    AS    SECRETARY-GENERAL

OF   OUR   ORGANIZATION,   IT   IIAS   13EEN   A   MOST   REWARl)lNG   AND   PLEASANT

EXPERIENCE   T0   WORK   WITII   YOU,   MR   CHAIRMAN,   AND   T0   BENEFIT   FROM

YOUR    WISE    CuUNSEL    AND    GUIDANCE.     FOR   ALL   THIS   ANI)   MANY   THINGS
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MORE,  I  WISH,  uN  13EIIALF  uF  THE  GENERAL  SECRETARIAT  AND  0N   MY  OWN

BEHALF,  TO EXPRESS TU  You,  MR  PRESIDENT,  OUR  I)EEP  GRAT.ITUDE.

MR  PRESIDENT,

IT   IS   MY   FIRM    BELIEF   THAT   OUR   CuNTINENTAL   ORGANIZATION

CAN  BE  INSTRUMENTAL  IN  THE  ATTAINMENT OF  OUR  CC)LLECTIVE  OBJECTIVES

IN   .THE    SOCIC`-ECONOMIC    AND    POLITICAL    FIELDS   AND   IN    REVERSING   THE

UNFORTUNATE   TREND   0F    MARGINALIZATluN    TO    WHICH    OUR   CONTINENT

IS   INCREASIN^,LY    BEING   RELEGA.I`ED.     TUL)AY,   MURE   TllAN   EVER   BEFORE,

IT  IS  CLEAR  THAT  TllE  FUTURE  ANl)  SURVIVAL  uF  UUR  CONTINENT  LIE  WITII

ITS  ABILITY  TO   MUSTER  ITS  OWN   ENERGIES,  RESOURCES  AND  EFFORTS.    FOR

AFRICA  TO  13E  REl,EVAN'1`  IN   WORLD  AFFAIRS,  Tol)AY,  OUR  COUNTRIES  MUST

CLOSE   THEIR   RANKS   AND    DIRECT   TllEIR   COLLECTIVE   EFFORTS   TOWARL)S
\

OUR   COMMON   OBJECTIVES.    IN   THIS   RESPECT,   TIIE   PANAFRICAN   ECONOMIC

cOMMUNn`y      cuNSTITUTEs      A      MAJOR      cllALLENGE      ANi]      A      GOLDEN

OPPORTUNITY    WHICH    AFRICA    Sl-I0ULl)    NUT    MISS   IF    IT    EVER    INTENl)S    '1`u

RENl)EZ-VOUS    WITH     DEVELOPMENT     AND     PR.UGRESS.      IT    IS,    TIIEREFURE,

IMPORTANT     TIIAT     TIIE      PACE     OF      RATIFICATION     0F     TllE     TREA'1`Y.    13E

ACCELERATEI)  SO  THAT  WE  C:AN  EMBARK  0N  THE  ACTUAl.  IMPLEMENTATI0N

OF  ITS PROVIsluNS.

MR  PRESIl)ENT,

IF  OUR  CONTINENT  REQUIRES  SuLII)ARI'I`Y  AMONG  UUR  COUNTRIES

AND   GREATER-INTEGRATION   0N   I'1`S   PATH   Tu   ECONOMIC    RECOVERY   AND
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DEVELOPMENT,   IT   AI.SO,   AND    ABOVE   ALL,   NEEl)S   PEACE,   SECuluTY   AND

sTABILITy    TO    cupE    wlm    Tiils    cilALLENGE.     I    AM..REF.ERRING,    IN    TIIIsi'``

REspEc:'I`,   Tu  TIIE   NuinEROus  AND   UNFORTUNATE   c:uNFLlcTs   NOw   RAGING

ON   IN   OuR   CONTINENT.    THESE  cONFLlcTs  sow   i]EAm   ANi]   I]ESTRuci`ioN

AND     DIVERT    OUR     MEAGRE     ltESuURCES    FItuM     THEIR     Soclu-ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT  UBJECTIVES.

I  WISH,  IN   PAR'I`ICULAR,  T0  SINGLE  UUT  THE  CONFLICT  IN  SuMALIA

WIIERE       TIIE       CARNAGE      IN       MOGADISIIU      IIAS      NUT      ONLY      BRuUGIIT

UNIMAGINABl.E   SUFFERING   '1.a   THE   PEOPLE   TllERE,   13UT   HAS   CAUSEl)   I)EEP

CONCERN     IN     TIIE     INTERNATluNAL     C0lMMUNI.I`Y.      I     BELIEVE     TIIAT     TI-lE

CuNFLICT   POSES   A   PARTICUI.ABLY   SERluus   CIIALLENGE   Tu   AFltlcA   AND

T0  TIIE INTERNATluNAI.  COMMUNITY.

MR  PRESIDENT,

YuUR   VISIT   TO   TI]E   UAU   IIEAI)QUARTERS   CuMES   AT   A   TIME   uF

MIXEl)  FEELINGS  AMONGST  UUR  PEOPLES  ~  A  TIME  uF  G1\EAT  EXPECTATloNS

AND  uF.1)EEP  ANXIETY  ARISING  FROM  TIIE  CURRENT  CIIANGES  TA1¢ING  P'LACE

THROUGl-IuUT   'I`lIE   CONTINENT.    IF   SUCH   CIIANGES   ARE   A   PORTRAYAL   uF

T`HE    I)EEP    ASPIRATIONS   ANI)   QUEST   13Y   OUR   PEuPI.E    FUR   l}E.l`'1`Elt   LIVING
¢

':ON1)ITI0NS  ANI)  GREATER  PARTICIPATION  IN  TIIE  ECC)Nulv'uC  ANL)  POLITICAI.

PROCESS  -  AND  INDEEI)  THEY  ARE  -EMPIIASIS  SIIuul.I),  AT  THE  SAME  TIME,

13E  PLACEl)  ON  THE  NEEl)  Tu  ENSURE  TIIAT  PEACE,  lIARMUNY  AND  NATIONAL

RECONCILIATION  PltEVAIL.    WE  HAVE,  IN  THIS  CuNNEC'I`10N,  BEEN  FULLOWING,
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CLOSELY,   THE   DEVELOPMENTS   IN   ETHIOPIA,   THE   HOST   COUNTRY   UF   UUR

ORGANIZATION,  WHICH  IS  S0  I)EAR  TO  ALL  OF  US.    WE  IIAVE  BEEN  WITNESSES

TO  TIIE  SERIOUS  EFFC;RTS  BEING  MADE  BY  THE  TRANSITIONAL  GOVERNMENT

OF   ETHlupIA,    UNDER   THE   LEADERSIIIP   0F   PREsll)ENT   MELES   ZENAwl,   TO

ESTABLISH    PEACE   ANI)   STA131lilTY   IN   THE   CuUNTRY   ANI)   ljAY    I)OWN   TIIE

FuUNL)ATIONS   FUR   A   NEW   ANI)   I)EMOCRA'I`IC   ETHlupIA.    I   WOUL1)   LIKE   Tu
•SEIZE    THIS   .UPPC)RTUNITY    TO    CuMMEND    PRESI1)ENT    MELES    ZENAWI    AND

ENCOURAGE     HIM     IN    ITS    EFFORTS    TO    PROMOTE    TIIE    Suclu-ECONUMIci\

DEVELOPMENT  uF  THE  COUNTRY  IN   AN  ATMOSPHERE  uF  PEACE,  SECURITY

AND  NATluNAli  CuNCORI).

MR PRESII)ENT,

TO  CuNcljul)E,  MAY I  AVAIL  MYSELF  OF  THIS  UNIQUE  uPPuRTUNITY

Tu  MAKE  A  FE1'`VENT  APPEAL  TO  ALL  OUR  AFlucAN  BRUTHERS  ANL)  SISTERS

T.O     COMMIT    -THEMSELVES     TO     RESOLVE     THEIR     DIFFERENCES     TIIRuUGH

I)|ALOGUE.    A'I`  A  '1`IME  WHEN   DISAGREEMENTS,  BASEI)  uN  I1)EULOGY  AMONG

0TIIERS,   WHICII   HAVE   S0   OFTEN   DIVIDED   AFRICANS   ARE   A   THING   uF   TIIE

PAST,  ..TIIERE    IS   THE    DANGER    TIIAT   TIIE    DiFFERENCES,   IN    A    CuNTINENT
\FRAUGHT  w[TH   MULT[p].E   D[vERs[T]Es  uF   A  RAc[AL,  RirL[G[uus  uR  ET]]N[c

NATURE,   ARE    USE.D   TO   CREATE    MURE   I)IVIsluN   AMONGST   UUR   VARluus

PEOPLES.     IT    IS,    THEREFORE,    IMPORTANT    TllAT    PROPER    LEAI)ERSHIP    BE

EXERCISEI)    AND    A    CULTURE    OF    TOLERANCE    ANl)     UNDERSTANL)ING    J3E

Cul.TIVATED IN  AFRICA.
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THIS   CULTURE   0F   'I`OI.ERANCE   IS   EQUALLY   IMPERA'I`IVE   AS   OUR

CONTINENT  MARCHES  INEXuRABLY  TuWARDS  PLURALISM.    WITI]UUT  IT,  THIS

ROAD  T0  I)EMOCRACY  0R  FURTHER  DEMOCRATIZATION,  WHICH  OUR  PEupl,E

ARE    YEARNING    FOR    AND    T0    WHICH    OUR    SOCIETIES   ARE   INCREASINGLY

RECEPTIVE,   WILL   BE   MARREl)   BY   SERIOUS   OBSTACLES.     WITH   TOLERANCE

AND   THE   BUILDING   0F   FIRM   INSTITUTIONAL   FuUNDATluNS   INHERENT   IN   A

I)EMuCRATIC  SOCIETY  ANl)  THE  1¢ESPECT  FOR  IIUMAN  ANl)  PEupl.E'S  IUGHTS,

WE  SHAi,I.  BE  CREATING  CONDITIONS  CONDUCIVE  FOR  THE  FULL  HARNESSING

oF  THE  ENERGIEs  bF  oun  pEopl.ES TowARi)s EcoNUMlc  DEVELupMENT  AND

SOCIAL  PROGRESS.

FINALLY,   I   WOULI)   LIKE   TO   PRuPuSE   A   TOAST   TO   THE   HEALTH

0F   PRESIl)ENT   113RAHIM   13ABANGIL)A,   THE   PROSPERITY   uF   'I`1lE   PEOpl.E   0F

NIGERIA AND  THE  WELL-BEING  OF  OUR  CuNTINENT.


